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Chapter 3

The five factors that obligate trust in God

There are five introductions, which when proper-
ly understood and realized to be true, will cause 
a person to have complete trust in the Almighty:

The first one of them is that he must believe and 
clearly recognize1 that the Almighty possesses 
all the seven qualities mentioned in the previous 
Chapter, which when all of them are present in 
someone, make it possible for a person to trust 
in him. I already mentioned them in the previous 
Chapter and commented on them citing Pesukim 
that were accessible to me which state that G-d  
possesses these qualities.

The first quality that a person must believe that 
G-d possesses, in order to have proper trust in Him, 
is that the Creator, may He be blessed, has more 
compassion on a person than any other compas-
sionate being does. In fact, any compassion and 
mercy that you receive from anyone else ultimate-
ly all comes from G-d’s compassion and mercy  as 
well, who is the one who puts in the heart of that 
person, to have mercy and compassion towards 
you, as Scripture says (in Devarim 13:18) “and He 
will grant you compassion, and be compassion-
ate with you, and multiply you” 

The second quality that a person must believe that 
G-d possesses in order to have trust in Him, is that 
it is not hidden from the Creator, may He be ex-
alted, the ways which benefit the person.

1 Being that as mentioned in the previous chapter, the Pessukim themselves state how G-d  possesses all these qualities, 
the Chovot Halevavot says that one must “believe'' this to be the case. However, since, as has also been mentioned in the 
previous Chapter, logic also dictates this to be true, the Chovot Halevavot writes that one must “clearly recognize” it to be 
true (Nedar Bakodesh). 

י ִליׁשִ ֶרק ׁשְ ּפֶ

ָתן  ֵברּוָרן ַוֲאִמּתָ ר ּבְ מֹות ֲאׁשֶ ַאְך ַהַהְקּדָ

אלִֹהים, ֵהן ָחֵמׁש.  חֹון ּבֵ ּטָ ַלם ָלָאָדם ַהּבִ ִיׁשְ

ֵרר ֶאְצלֹו  ֲאִמין ְוִיְתּבָ ּיַ ַאַחת ֵמֶהן, ׁשֶ

אלִֹהים,  ְבָעה ִעְנָיִנים ּבֵ ִ צּות ַהּשׁ ִהְתַקּבְ

ֵכן  ּבֹוְטִחים ּבֹו ִיּתָ ִמי ׁשֶ ָצם ּבְ ִהְתַקּבְ ר ּבְ ֲאׁשֶ

ים ְוַהִעירֹוִתי  ִלְבטֹוַח ָעָליו. ּוְכָבר ְזַכְרּתִ

תּוב, ְוֵהם:  ן ִלי ִמן ַהּכָ ּמֵ ְזּדַ ּנִ ֶ ַמה ּשׁ ֲעֵליֶהם ּבְ

ֵרְך ְמַרֵחם ַעל  ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתּבָ ָהִראׁשֹון, ׁשֶ

ל ְמַרֵחם, ְוָכל ַרֲחִמים  ָהָאָדם יֹוֵתר ִמּכָ

ם ֵהם  ּלָ ְהיּו ִמּזּוָלתֹו ָעָליו, ּכֻ ּיִ ְוֶחְמָלה ׁשֶ

ָאַמר  מֹו ׁשֶ ֵמַרֲחֵמי ָהֵאל ְוֶחְמָלתֹו,  ּכְ

ָך"  תּוב "ְוָנַתן ְלָך ַרֲחִמים ְוִרַחְמָך ְוִהְרּבֶ ַהּכָ

)דברים יג, יח(.

ה לֹא ֵיָעְלמּו  י ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתַעּלֶ ִני, ּכִ ֵ ְוַהּשׁ

ּנּו ָאְפֵני ּתֹוֶעֶלת ָהָאָדם. ִמּמֶ
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Logic dictates this, since the person is one of His 
handiwork, and there is no one who knows better, 
- as to what is beneficial or harmful for that which 
has been made, as well as the troubles that may 
catch hold of it, the ways in which he becomes ill 
as well as healed - than the one who made it him-
self.

If we find this to be true regarding objects made 
by human beings, who don’t actually create any-
thing new through their actions, other than the 
external form of the raw material, and who have 
no skill or power to create the raw material itself, 
then all the more so, must it be true regarding G-d, 
who creates the raw material itself, from which 
the person is made, as well as his form, his make-
up  and the orderly unity, both of the body and the 
soul as well as the interaction between the various 
parts of the body . It follows that He is most defi-
nitely the wise one who knows what will benefit 
the person and what will harm him, and what is 
good for him both in this world and in the world 
to come. 

As it says (in Yeshayahu 48:17): ““I am the L-rd 
your G-d, who teaches you for your benefit, who 
leads you by the way you should go,  and as it says 
(in Mishlei 3:12): “For the L-rd rebukes the one He 
loves, and placates, as a father to a son.”

The third quality  that a person must believe that 
G-d possesses in order to have trust in Him is that 
the Creator, may He be blessed, is stronger than 
any other strong being, that His word is more 
unchangeable than any other person’s words and 
that no one can reverse His decisions. As it says 
(in Tehillim 135:6): “All that the L-rd wished, He 
did” and as it says (in Yeshayahu 55:11): “So shall 
be My word that emanates from My mouth; it 
shall not return to Me empty, unless it has done 
what I desire.”

הּוא ֶאָחד  ֵני ׁשֶ ין נֹוֵתן ֶזה, ִמּפְ ְוַהּדִ

נֹות  ּקָ ָאְפֵני ּתַ ּיֹוֵדַע ּבְ יו, ְוֵאין ִמי ׁשֶ ֲעׂשָ ִמּמַ

יִגים אֹותֹו  ּשִׂ ָגִעים ַהּמַ ֶהָעׂשּוי ְוֶהְפֵסדֹו ּוַבּפְ

הּו. ּוְבָאְפֵני ַמֲחָלתֹו ַוֲארּוָכתֹו, יֹוֵתר ֵמעֹוׂשֵ

ֵני ָאָדם,  ים ִמּבְ עֹוׂשִ ְוִאם ִיְהֶיה ֶזה ִנְמָצא ּבְ

יֶהם זּוָלִתי צּוָרה  ַמֲעׂשֵ ׁשּו ּבְ ר לֹא ְיַחּדְ ֲאׁשֶ

ֶֹרׁש ְוַהּצּוָרה ָהַעְצִמית  ִמְקִרית, ַאְך ַהּשׁ

ְחּבּוָלה ְולֹא ְיכֶֹלת  ֶהם ׁשּום ּתַ ֵאין ָלֶהם ּבָ

ׁש ׁשֶֹרׁש ָהָאָדם  ר ִחּדֵ ם, ַוֲאׁשֶ ׁשָ ְלַחּדְ

ְוצּוָרתֹו ּוְתכּוָנתֹו ְוֵסֶדר ִחּבּורֹו, הּוא 

ִעְנְיֵני תֹוֲעלֹוָתיו ּוְנָזָקיו  ֶהָחָכם ַהּיֹוֵדַע ּבְ

ִלי ָסֵפק,  עֹוָלמֹו ְוַאֲחִריתֹו ּבְ ְוַהּטֹוב לֹו ּבְ

ְדָך  תּוב "ֲאִני ה' ֱאלֶֹהיָך ְמַלּמֶ ּכָ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

ֵלְך" )ישעיה  ֶדֶרְך ּתֵ ְלהֹוִעיל, ַמְדִריְכָך ּבְ

ר ֶיֱאַהב ה'  י ֶאת ֲאׁשֶ מח, יז(, ְוָאַמר "ּכִ

ן ִיְרֶצה" )משלי ג, יב(.  יֹוִכיַח, ּוְכָאב ֶאת ּבֵ

ל  ֵרְך ָחָזק ִמּכָ י ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתּבָ י, ּכִ ִליׁשִ ְ ְוַהּשׁ

יב  ָבר, ְוֵאין ֵמׁשִ ל ּדָ ָחָזק, ּוְדָברֹו ִנְגָזר ִמּכָ

ר ָחֵפץ ה'  ֱאַמר "ּכֹל ֲאׁשֶ ּנֶ מֹו ׁשֶ ינֹו, ּכְ ּדִ

ן ִיְהֶיה  ה" )תהלים קלה, ו(, ְוָאַמר "ּכֵ ָעׂשָ

י לֹא ָיׁשּוב ֵאַלי ֵריָקם,  ר ֵיֵצא ִמּפִ ְדָבִרי ֲאׁשֶ

י" )ישעיה  ר ָחַפְצּתִ ה ֶאת ֲאׁשֶ י ִאם ָעׂשָ ּכִ

נה, יא(.
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The fourth quality  that a person must believe that 
G-d possesses in order to have trust in Him, is that 
He supervises the governance of all people, He 
does not forsake them, but rather helps them out 
with all of their needs. He does not ignore them 
when they are in a time of hardship, nor are any 
of their matters concealed from Him, whether it 
be small or big, nor does His being involved in one 
matter cause Him to forget about another matter .

As it is written (in Yeshayahu 40:27): “Why should 
you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way has 
been hidden from the L-rd, and from my G-d, my 
judgment passes”? And as it says (in Yeshayahu 
40:28): “Do you not know - if you have not heard 
- an everlasting G-d is the L-rd, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth; He neither tires nor wearies; 
there is no fathoming His understanding.”

The fifth quality  that a person must believe that 
G-d possesses in order to have trust in Him, is that 
no creation has the power to help himself or harm 
himself or to help or harm another person, with-
out the permission of the Creator,  blessed be He.

For when a slave  has more than one master, and 
each one is able to help him, then it does not 
make sense for the slave to rely solely on one of 
his masters, because he expects to be helped by 
each one of them. If in fact one of them, as a result 
of his greatness, is more capable than the others 
to help him out, then his reliance on that master 
will be stronger in accordance with his ability to 
help him, despite the fact that he relies on the oth-
er masters as well. 

All the more so, if only one of them is able to help 
him or cause him harm, then he will be forced to 
rely solely on him alone, because he does not ex-
pect to be helped by anyone else other than him.

יַח ַעל ַהְנָהַגת  ּגִ י הּוא ַמׁשְ ְוָהְרִביִעי, ּכִ

ם  יֵחם ְולֹא ִיְתַעּלֵ ם, לֹא ַיּנִ ּלָ ִעְנְיֵני ָהָאָדם ּכֻ

ם  ַטּנָ ָבר ֵמֶהם ִמּקְ ּנּו ּדָ ֵתר ִמּמֶ ֵמֶהם, ְולֹא ִיּסָ

ָבר,  יֵחהּו ָדָבר ֶאת ּדָ ּכִ דֹוָלם, ְולֹא ַיׁשְ ְוַעד ּגְ

ר  ה ֹתאַמר ַיֲעקֹב ּוְתַדּבֵ תּוב "ָלּמָ ּכָ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

י ֵמה' ּוֵמֱאלַֹהי  ָרה ַדְרּכִ ָרֵאל, ִנְסּתְ ִיׂשְ

ִטי ַיֲעבֹור" )ישעיה מ, כז(, ְוָאַמר  ּפָ ִמׁשְ

, ֱאלֵֹהי  ַמְעּתָ "ֲהלֹוא ָיַדְעּתָ ִאם לֹא ׁשָ

עֹוָלם ה' ּבֹוֵרא ְקצֹות ָהָאֶרץ, לֹא ִייַעף 

ְולֹא ִייָגע, ֵאין ֵחֶקר ִלְתבּוָנתֹו" )ישעיה 

מ, כח(. 

רּוִאים  ַיד ֶאָחד ֵמַהּבְ ֵאין ּבְ י, ׁשֶ ְוַהֲחִמיׁשִ

יָקּה ְולֹא  ְלהֹוִעיל ֶאת ַנְפׁשֹו ְולֹא ְלַהּזִ

ֵרְך.  ְרׁשּות ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתּבָ י ִאם ּבִ ְלזּוָלתֹו ּכִ

ְהֶיה לֹו יֹוֵתר ֵמָאדֹון ֶאָחד  ּיִ ׁשֶ י ָהֶעֶבד ּכְ ּכִ

ל ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם ָיכֹול ְלהֹוִעילֹו, לֹא  ְוִיְהֶיה ּכָ

ֵני  ֵכן לֹו ִלְבטֹוַח ַעל ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם, ִמּפְ ִיּתָ

ל ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם.  ה ַהּתֹוֶעֶלת ִמּכָ ַקּוֶ ּמְ ׁשֶ

ְוִאם ִיְהֶיה ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם ָיכֹול ַעל ּתֹוַעְלּתֹו 

ְטחֹונֹו  ֵאִריָתם, ִיְהֶיה ָחָזק ּבִ יֹוֵתר ִמׁשְ

הּוא ּבֹוֵטַח  י ׁשֶ ִפי ְיָכְלּתֹו, ַאף ַעל ּפִ ּבֹו ּכְ

ֵאִריָתם.  ׁשְ ּבִ

י ִאם  יקֹו ּכִ ְוִאם לֹא יּוַכל ְלהֹוִעילֹו ּוְלַהּזִ

ְרחֹו ִיְבַטח ָעָליו  ְלָבד, ַעל ּכָ ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם ּבִ

ה ּתֹוֶעֶלת ִמּזּוָלתֹו. ֵאינֹו ְמַקּוֶ ֵני ׁשֶ ְלַבּדֹו, ִמּפְ
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Likewise, when a person feels that no creation can 
either help him or harm him; without the permis-
sion of the Creator, blessed be He, this will cause 
him to stop being afraid of other people causing 
him harm and to stop relying on them to help him. 
Instead, he will rely solely on the Creator, as it says 
(in Tehillim 146:3): “Do not trust in princes, in the 
son of man, who has no salvation.”  

The sixth quality  that a person must believe that 
G-d possesses in order to have trust, is that he 
must realize the great kindness that the Almighty 
bestows on people, and how He started already 
to be so kind and good  with him, at the time of 
the beginning of his formation in the womb of his 
mother, without him being deserving of it , and 
without Him (i.e., G-d) having any need to do so. 
Rather, it is out of his generosity, goodness and 
kindness that he does so, as we explained in the 
Gate of Examination (Shaar Habechina) which is 
in this book.  And as King David of blessed mem-
ory said (in Tehillim 40:6): “You have done great 
things, You, O Lord my God. Your wonders and 
Your thoughts are for us. There is none to equal 
You; were I to tell and speak, they would be too 
many to tell.

The seventh quality  that a person must believe 
that G-d possesses in order to have trust, is that 
it should be clear to him, that all those things in 
existence in this world, both those that are essen-
tial, referring to the beings and objects themselves 
which were brought into creation and those that 
are accidental, referring to the events which hap-
pen to those objects and beings, have a clear and 
defined limit to them and it is impossible to add 
or subtract from that limit which G-d, may He be 
blessed, has decreed.

ּלֹא יֹוִעיֶלּנּו ְולֹא  יׁש ָהָאָדם ׁשֶ ְרּגִ ּיַ ׁשֶ ְוֵכן ּכְ

ְרׁשּות  א ּבִ ְבָרִאים ֶאּלָ יֶקּנּו ֶאָחד ֵמַהּנִ ַיּזִ

ְרָאָתם  ֵרְך, ָיׁשּוב ִלּבֹו ִמּיִ ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתּבָ

מֹו  ְוִתְקָוָתם ְוִיְבַטח ַעל ַהּבֹוֵרא ְלַבּדֹו, ּכְ

ֶבן ָאָדם  ְבְטחּו ִבְנִדיִבים, ּבְ ֱאַמר "ַאל ּתִ ּנֶ ׁשֶ

ֵאין לֹו ְתׁשּוָעה" )תהלים קמו, ג(.  ׁשֶ

ַדע ַרב טּוב ָהֱאלִֹהים ַעל  ּיֵ י, ׁשֶ ִ ּשׁ ִ ְוַהּשׁ

ִהְתִחיל אֹותֹו ּבֹו ֵמרֹב  ֶ ָהָאָדם, ּוַמה ּשׁ

ְהֶיה ָראּוי ֶאְצלֹו  ּיִ ִלי ׁשֶ ַהֶחֶסד ְוַהּטֹוָבה, ִמּבְ

ְהֶיה ֵאָליו, ַאְך ְנָדָבה  ּיִ ְלָכְך, ְולֹא ְלצֶֹרְך ׁשֶ

ַער  ׁשַ ַאְרנּו ּבְ ר ּבֵ ֲאׁשֶ ְוטֹוָבה ָוֶחֶסד, ּכַ

ָאַמר  ה. ּוְכמֹו ׁשֶ ֶפר ַהּזֶ ִחיָנה ִמן ַהּסֵ ַהּבְ

ה ה'  יָת ַאּתָ לֹום "ַרּבֹות ָעׂשִ ָ ִוד ָעָליו ַהּשׁ ּדָ

בֹוֶתיָך ֵאֵלינּו,  ֱאלַֹהי, ִנְפְלאֹוֶתיָך ּוַמְחׁשְ

ָרה, ָעְצמּו  יָדה ַוֲאַדּבֵ ֵאין ֲערֹוְך ֵאֶליָך, ַאּגִ

ר" )תהלים מ, ו(. ּפֵ ִמּסַ

י ֵיׁש ְלָכל  ֵרר ֶאְצלֹו ּכִ ְתּבָ ּיִ ִביִעי, ׁשֶ ְ ְוַהּשׁ

ה ֵמֶעֶצם ּוִמְקֶרה  עֹוָלם ַהּזֶ ּבָ ַהֲהָויֹות ׁשֶ

בּול ָידּוַע, ְולֹא יֹוִסיף ְולֹא ִיְגַרע ַעל ַמה  ּגְ

ַכּמּותֹו ְוֵאיכּותֹו  ֵרְך ּבְ ַזר ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתּבָ ּגָ ֶ ּשׁ

ּוְזַמּנֹו ּוְמקֹומֹו, 
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One cannot change its quantity, quality , time or 
place; one cannot increase that which was de-
creed to be few, nor can one decrease that which 
was decreed to be many. Similarly, one will not be 
able to delay something which has been decreed 
to be early, nor is one able to hasten something 
which has been decreed to be delayed.

That which does happen in this manner, has been 
decreed by the Creator from the beginning of cre-
ation. It is just that all the prior decrees of G-d 
which were in the foreknowledge of the Creator 
were decreed in such a way that they have direct 
causes which caused them to happen, and those 
causes have prior causes.  

The illusion that a creation can be a cause

However, someone who doesn’t contemplate 
the manner in which the world is run, when see-
ing a change in reality, will think that it is the new 
“cause” that forces there to be a change in real-
ity and which causes things to turn over from one 
matter to another.

In truth however, the cause is too weak and insig-
nificant, for it to be the cause of the change  or 
to be able to turn around matters from the way 
they have been until now. As can be illustrated 
from the fact that a single grain of wheat produc-
es three hundred ears, and each ear of grain has 
thirty grains, so that it emerges that one grain is 
the cause for ten thousand grains or close to that 
number to be produced. 

Is it not apparent to a person’s mind that the grain 
itself is too weak to be able to produce such a 
massive quantity. In a similar vein with regard to 
all other seeds which are sown and planted?

ִמעּוטֹו, ְולֹא  ַזר ּבְ ּגָ ֶ ה ְלַמה ּשׁ ֵאין ַמְרּבֶ

ְרבֹותֹו, ְולֹא ְמַאֵחר  ַזר ּבִ ּגָ ֶ ה ּשׁ ְמַמֵעט ִמּמַ

ים ְלַמה  ימֹו, ְולֹא ַמְקּדִ ַזר ְלַהְקּדִ ּגָ ֶ ְלַמה ּשׁ

ַזר ְלַאֲחרֹו.  ּגָ ֶ ּשׁ

ה,  ָבִרים ַעל ַהֵהֶפְך ִמּזֶ ְהֶיה ִמן ַהּדְ ּיִ ֶ ּוַמה ּשׁ

ת ַהְיִדיָעה,  ְתִחּלַ ר ָקַדם ּבִ ְגָזר ֲאׁשֶ הּוא ַהּנִ

יִדיַעת  ֵזרֹות ַהּקֹוְדמֹות ּבִ ָכל ַהּגְ ּלְ א ׁשֶ ֶאּלָ

ּבֹות ִסּבֹות. ַהּבֹוֵרא ִסּבֹות, ְוַלּסִ

י  ֵאינֹו ֵמִבין ִעְנְיֵני ָהעֹוָלם ַיְחׁשֹוב, ּכִ ּוִמי ׁשֶ

ּנּוי ָהִעְנָיִנים  ֶבת ׁשִ ת ְמַחּיֶ ׁשֶ ְתַחּדֶ ה ַהּמִ ּבָ ַהּסִ

כּוָתם ֵמִעְנָין ֶאל ִעְנָין.  ְוִהְתַהּפְ

ה  ּנָ ה ִמְהיֹות ִמּמֶ ה ּוְנַקּלָ ה ֲחלּוׁשָ ּבָ ְוַהּסִ

ר ִנְרֶאה  ֲאׁשֶ ַעְצָמם, ּכַ ּנּוי אֹו ִחּלּוף ּבְ ׁשִ

לֹשׁ  ה ַמְצִמיַח ׁשְ יר ָהֶאָחד ִמן ַהִחּטָ ְרּגִ ַהּגַ

ים  לֹשִׁ ּבֶֹלת ׁשְ ִלים, ּוְבָכל ׁשִ ּבֳ ֵמאֹות ׁשִ

ה  יר ָהֶאָחד ִסּבָ ְרּגִ ִרים, ְוִיְהֶיה ַהּגַ ְרּגֵ ּגַ

ֶרת ֲאָלִפים אֹו ָקרֹוב ָלֶהם. ַלֲעׂשֶ

יר ָחלּוׁש ֵמֲעׂשֹות  ְרִגּ י ּכַֹח ַהַגּ ֲהֵיָעֵלם ִכּ

ְזָרִעים  ִרים ַהִנּ ְרֵגּ ָאר ַהַגּ ּמּות זֹו, ְוֵכן ׁשְ ַכּ

טּוִעים. ְוַהְנּ
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Likewise, we will say regarding the creation of 
human beings  and other living creatures which 
are created from a drop of semen. Here too it is ap-
parent that the drop of semen itself does not have 
within itself the power to be the source of the entire 
person. This is also evidenced from the fact that a 
big fish is created from a small egg of a fish. 

When a person troubles himself with efforts to 
provide for his financial needs or any other needs, 
to hasten that which the Creator may He be exalt-
ed has decreed should be delayed, or to delay that 
which has been decreed should be hastened, or by 
trying to produce many of that which has been 
decreed should be few, or by trying to produce 
few of that which has been decreed should be 
many, regarding matters of the world - with the 
exception of those matters which are necessary 
for the advancement of one’s observance of mitz-
vot and the learning of Torah  - it is due to one’s 
weak understanding of G-d ’s foreknowledge, who 
knows and has already decided at the beginning of 
creation, all that is going to be. It is also due to a 
lack of understanding of the inherent goodness 
in which He conducts himself with the person, for 
in truth everything G-d does is for the good of the 
person.

This concept has already been alluded to by the 
Wise Man, King Solomon, when he said (in Kohe-
let 3:1): “Everything has an appointed season, and 
there is a time for every matter under heaven.” 
After saying this he mentions twenty eight differ-
ent things which each has its time, as he says (in 
Kohelet 3:2): “A time to give birth and a time to 
die” until the end of his list when he says (in Ko-
helet 3:8): “A time for war and a time for peace.” 
Likewise, he says (in Kohelet 9:11): “for time and 
fate will overtake them all.” He also says (in Kohe-
let 5:7): “for the Highest over the high waits, and 
there are higher ones over them.”

ים  ָאר ַהַחּיִ ֲהָוַית ָהָאָדם ּוׁשְ ְוֵכן נֹאַמר ּבַ

דֹול  ג ַהּגָ ַרע ּוְכמֹו ֵכן ֲהָוַית ַהּדָ ת ַהּזֶ ּפַ ִמּטִ

ג ִעם ַקְטנּוָתּה.  יַצת ַהּדָ ִמּבֵ

ֵאַחר  ֶ ים ַמה ּשׁ ֶפׁש ְלַהְקּדִ ת ַהּנֶ ְוִטְרּדַ

ים,  ִהְקּדִ ֶ ה, ּוְלַאֵחר ַמה ּשׁ ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתַעּלֶ

ִהְמִעיט, ּוְלַהְמִעיט ַמה  ֶ ּוְלַהְרּבֹות ַמה ּשׁ

ב  ִלי ַסּבֵ ְנְיֵני ָהעֹוָלם, ִמּבְ ה, ִמּקִ ִהְרּבָ ֶ ּשׁ

ֶאל ִקּיּום ִמְצַות ֲעבֹוָדתֹו ְוִקּבּול ּתֹוָרתֹו, 

ת ְיִדיָעתֹו,  ֲאִמּתַ ָרה ּבַ ֲחִליׁשּות ַהַהּכָ

ְוִסְכלּות ֵמָהִבין טֹובֹות ַהְנָהָגתֹו.

ַמֲאָמרֹו  ה ּבְ ּוְכָבר ָרַמז ֶהָחָכם ֶאל ָהִעְנָין ַהּזֶ

ָמִים"  ָ ַחת ַהּשׁ "ַלּכֹל ְזָמן ְוֵעת ְלָכל ֵחֶפץ ּתַ

ְך ָזַכר ֵמֶהם  )קהלת ג, א(, ְוַאַחר ּכָ

ָאַמר  מֹוָנה ִעְנָיִנים, ְוהּוא ַמה ׁשֶ ִרים ּוׁשְ ֶעׂשְ

"ֵעת ָלֶלֶדת ְוֵעת ָלמּות" ַעד ָאְמרֹו "ֵעת 

לֹום" )שם ג, ב־ח(,  ִמְלָחָמה ְוֵעת ׁשָ

ם"  ּלָ י ֵעת ָוֶפַגע ִיְקֶרה ֶאת ּכֻ ְוָאַמר "ּכִ

בֹּהַ  י ָגבֹּהַ ֵמַעל ּגָ )קהלת ט, יא(, ְוָאַמר "ּכִ

ׁשֹוֵמר ּוְגבִֹהים ֲעֵליֶהם")קהלת ה, ז(.
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The ways in which the Creator upholds his de-
crees are too hidden, deep and lofty for us to 
understand even part of them.  All the more so, 
are we not capable of understanding all of them. 
Scripture already says (in Yeshayahu 55:9): “As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways 
higher than your ways and My thoughts are high-
er than your thoughts.”

Complete Trust: Not lip-service

The second introduction is that he should know 
and it should be clear to him, that the Creator is 
looking over him and nothing is concealed from 
him, neither those actions that the person per-
forms in public and are revealed for others to see, 
nor those actions that the person performs in pri-
vate and are hidden from others. Even his thoughts 
are not concealed from G-d, both those that are 
hidden from other people as well as those thoughts 
which are apparent to other people through his 
speech and actions. G-d also knows if the person’s 
reliance on him is wholehearted or not. 

As the verse says (in Tehillim 94:11): “The L-rd 
knows the thoughts of man, that they are van-
ity,” and as it says (in Mishlei 24:12): “Surely he un-
derstands the inner recesses of a person’s heart,” 
and as it says: (in Melochim 1, 8:39) “For you alone 
know the hearts of all people.” 

When this becomes clear to the person who relies 
on G-d,  then he will understand that it is not prop-
er for him to claim that he is a person who relies 
on the Almighty, may He be exalted, as a result of 
him verbally doing so - without him truly relying 
on Him in his heart  and in private. If he only pays 
lip service to having bitachon, then he will be on 
the level of those that it says about them (in Ye-
shayahu 29:13): “With his mouth and with his lips 
he honors me, but he distances his heart from 
me.” 

ה יֹוֵתר  יֵני ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתַעּלֶ ַוֲהִליכֹות ּדִ

יַע ֶאל  ַנֲעָלמֹות ַוֲעֻמּקֹות ְוֶעְליֹונֹות ֵמַהּגִ

ָלָלן.  ּוְכָבר  ן ּכְ ּכֵ ל ׁשֶ ְיִדיַעת ֶחְלֵקיֶהן, ּכָ

ַמִים ֵמָאֶרץ,  י ָגְבהּו ׁשָ תּוב "ּכִ ָאַמר ַהּכָ

בֹוַתי  ְרֵכיֶכם ּוַמְחׁשְ ְבהּו ְדָרַכי ִמּדַ ן ּגָ ּכֵ

בֹוֵתיֶכם" )ישעיה נה, ט(.  ְחׁשְ ִמּמַ

ֵרר  ַדע ְוִיְתּבָ ּיֵ ִנית, ׁשֶ ֵ ָמה ַהּשׁ ְוַהַהְקּדָ

ִקיף ָעָליו  ֵרְך ַמׁשְ י ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתּבָ ֶאְצלֹו ּכִ

רֹו ּוְצפּונֹו  ּנּו ִנְגֵלהּו ְוִנְסּתָ ְוֵאין ֶנְעָלם ִמּמֶ

ֵלם  ֵלב ׁשָ אלָֹהיו ּבְ ְטחֹונֹו ּבֵ ְוִנְרֵאהּו, ְוִאם ּבִ

ִאם לֹא,

בֹות  תּוב "ה' יֹוֵדַע ַמְחׁשְ ר ָאַמר ַהּכָ ֲאׁשֶ ּכַ

ה ָהֶבל" )תהלים צד, יא(,  י ֵהּמָ ָאָדם ּכִ

ְוָאַמר "ֲהלֹא תֹוֵכן ִלּבֹות הּוא ָיִבין" 

ָך  ה ְלַבּדְ י ַאּתָ )משלי כד, יב(, ְוָאַמר "ּכִ

ֵני ָהָאָדם" )דברי  ל ּבְ ָיַדְעּתָ ֶאת ְלַבב ּכָ

הימים ב' ו, ל(.

ֵרר ֶזה ַלּבֹוֵטַח, ֵאין ָראּוי לֹו  ְתּבָ ּיִ ּוְכׁשֶ

ה  אלִֹהים ִיְתַעּלֶ הּוא ּבֹוֵטַח ּבֵ ִלְטעֹון ׁשֶ

ִלּבֹו  ְבַטח ָעָליו ּבְ ּיִ ִלי ׁשֶ ִדּבּורֹו, ִמּבְ ּבְ

ֱאַמר  ּנֶ ַמֲעַלת ִמי ׁשֶ ּוְבַמְצּפּונֹו, ְוִיְהֶיה ּבְ

דּוִני ְוִלּבֹו ִרַחק  ּבְ ָפָתיו ּכִ ִפיו ּוִבׂשְ ֲעֵליֶהם "ּבְ

י" )ישעיה כט, יג(. ּנִ ִמּמֶ
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Exclusive Trust in God

The third introduction necessary for a person in 
order to have proper Bitachon is that he singles 
out G-d, as the only one in whom he relies upon 
for those things regarding which he is obligated 
to rely on Him, and does not partner any other 
being with him, relying both on G-d as well as an-
other being. For if he does so his trust in G-d will 
be ruined when he partners another being with 
Him. 

This is well known from that which is said regard-
ing Assa the king of Judah, who, despite his great 
piety, at the time when he was ill, relied upon the 
doctors,  as it is written (in Divrei Hayamim II 
16:12): “And also when he was ill he did not seek 
the L-rd, only the doctors” and he was punished 
for this. Likewise, it says “Blessed is the man who 
relies on the L-rd and the L-rd will be his support.”

It is a well-known matter that when somebody 
appoints two or more people to perform a spe-
cific task, the appointment will fail. 

All the more so does this apply to one who relies 
on the Almighty as well as on others; that his reli-
ance in G-d will be demolished. This will be the 
main reason why the matter about which he re-
lied on G-d will be withheld from him. As it says 
in the verse (in Yirmiyahu 17:5): “Cursed is the 
man who relies on man and places flesh as his 
support, and who removes his heart away from 
the L-rd.”

ַיֵחד ֱאלָֹהיו  ּיְ ית, ׁשֶ ִליׁשִ ְ ָמה ַהּשׁ ְוַהַהְקּדָ

ב ִלְבטֹוַח ּבֹו,  הּוא ַחּיָ ֶ ַמה ּשׁ ִבְטחֹונֹו ּבֹו ּבְ ּבְ

ף זּוָלתֹו ִעּמֹו ְוִיְבַטח ָעָליו ְוַעל  ּתֵ ְוַאל ְיׁשַ

אלָֹהיו  ְטחֹונֹו ּבֵ ֵסד ּבִ רּוִאים, ְוִיּפָ ֶאָחד ֵמַהּבְ

ף זּוָלתֹו ִעּמֹו.  ּתֵ ּתַ ִהׁשְ ּבְ

ָאָסא ִעם  ֱאַמר ּבְ ּנֶ ֶ ּוְכָבר ָיַדְעּתָ ַמה ּשׁ

ַמְך ַעל ָהרֹוְפִאים,  ּסָ ֲחִסידּותֹו ֵעת ׁשֶ

ְכִתיב )דברי הימים ב' טז, יב( "ְוַגם  ּדִ

רֹוְפִאים",  י ּבָ ָחְליֹו לֹא ָדַרׁש ֶאת ה' ּכִ ּבְ

תּוב )ירמיה יז,  ְוֶנֱעַנׁש ַעל ֶזה, ְוָאַמר ַהּכָ

ה' ְוָהָיה ה'  ר ִיְבַטח ּבַ ֶבר ֲאׁשֶ רּוְך ַהּגֶ ז( "ּבָ

ִמְבַטחֹו".

ֵני ָאָדם  ה ִמּבְ ַמּנֶ ּיְ י ִמי ׁשֶ דּוַע ּכִ ּוִמן ַהּיָ

ָבר, ִמּנּויֹו  ים אֹו יֹוֵתר ַלֲעׂשֹות ּדָ ֵני ְמֻמּנִ ׁשְ

ֻמְפָסד,

ַטח ַעל ָהֱאלִֹהים ְוזּוָלתֹו,  ּבָ ן ִמי ׁשֶ ּכֵ ל ׁשֶ ּכָ

ה ַהֲחָזָקה  ּבָ ְטחֹונֹו ְוִיְהֶיה ֶזה ַהּסִ ֵתר ּבִ ּסָ ּיִ ׁשֶ

מֹו  ַטח ָעָליו,  ּכְ ּבָ ֶ ּנּו ַמה ּשׁ ַנע ִמּמֶ ְלִהּמָ

ָאָדם  ר ִיְבַטח ּבָ ֶבר ֲאׁשֶ ָאַמר "ָארּור ַהּגֶ ׁשֶ

ר ְזרֹועֹו ּוִמן ה' ָיסּור ִלּבֹו"  ׂשָ ם ּבָ ְוׂשָ

)ירמיה יז, ה(.
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Do what is right

The fourth introduction is that the person should 
pay strong attention and make great efforts  to 
uphold that which G-d has obligated him in as 
part of his service to him, both to do his mitzvot 
as well as to refrain from doing that which he has 
exhorted us not to do, in accordance with his re-
quests. For then the Creator will agree to give him 
those things which he is relying on him for.

As the Rabbis of blessed memory said (in the Mish-
na, Avot 2:4): “Make His will like your will, so that 
He may make your will as his will; nullify your will 
before his will, so that he may nullify the will of 
others before your will.’’ As the verse says (in Te-
hillim 37:3): “Trust in the L-rd and do good, dwell 
in the land and be nourished by faith.” Likewise, it 
says (in Eicha 3:25): “The L-rd is good to those who 
wait for Him, to the soul that seeks Him.”

However, one who relies on the Creator for his 
needs, while rebelling in Him, neglects the obser-
vance of mitzvot, how foolish he is and how weak 
is his knowledge and understanding.  

For a person knows that if somebody is appoint-
ed by another person to do a specific job, whether 
he instructs him to busy himself with one of his 
needs, or whether he instructs him to refrain from 
a certain matter, and he then goes and disobeys 
those instructions; when the one who appointed 
him finds out that he disobeyed his instructions, 
it will be strong grounds for him to refrain from 
doing to him that which the other person had re-
lied upon him to do.

ָחתֹו  ּגָ ְהֶיה ַהׁשְ ּתִ ָמה ָהְרִביִעית, ׁשֶ ְוַהַהְקּדָ

ם ַמה  דֹוָלה ְלַקּיֵ לּותֹו ּגְ ּדְ ּתַ ֲחָזָקה ְוִהׁשְ

בֹו ּבֹו ַהּבֹוֵרא ֵמֲעבֹוָדתֹו, ְוַלֲעׂשֹות  ִחּיְ ֶ ּשׁ

ּנּו,  ר ִהְזִהירֹו ִמּמֶ ֵהר ֵמֲאׁשֶ ִמְצֹוָתיו, ּוְלִהּזָ

ְהֶיה ַהּבֹוֵרא  ּיִ ׁש ׁשֶ הּוא ְמַבּקֵ ֶ ִפי ַמה ּשׁ ּכְ

הּוא ּבֹוֵטַח ָעָליו ּבֹו,  ֶ ַמה ּשׁ ים לֹו ּבְ ַמְסּכִ

ָאְמרּו ַרּבֹוֵתינּו ִזְכרֹוָנם ִלְבָרָכה  מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

ה  ֲעׂשֶ ּיַ ֵדי ׁשֶ ְרצֹוְנָך ּכְ ה ְרצֹונֹו ּכִ "ֲעׂשֵ

ֵני ְרצֹונֹו  ל ְרצֹוְנָך ִמּפְ ּטֵ ְרצֹונֹו, ּבַ ְרצֹוְנָך ּכִ

ֵני ְרצֹוֶנָך"  ל ְרצֹון ֲאֵחִרים ִמּפְ ַבּטֵ ּיְ ֵדי ׁשֶ ּכְ

תּוב  )משנה אבות ב, ד(, ְוָאַמר ַהּכָ

ָכן ֶאֶרץ ּוְרֵעה  ה טֹוב, ׁשְ ה' ַוֲעׂשֵ ַטח ּבַ "ּבְ

ֱאמּוָנה" )תהלים לז, ב(, ְוָאַמר "טֹוב ה' 

ּנּו" )איכה ג, כה(. ְדְרׁשֶ ְלקָֹויו, ְלֶנֶפׁש ּתִ

ְבַטח ַעל ַהּבֹוֵרא ְוהּוא ַמְמֶרה  ּיִ ֲאָבל ִמי ׁשֶ

ה ַדְעּתֹו  ה הּוא ָסָכל ְוַכּמָ ּמָ אֹותֹו, ּכַ

ָרתֹו, ה ְוַהּכָ ֲחלּוׁשָ

ֵני  ה לֹו ִמּבְ ְתַמּנָ ּנִ י ִמי ׁשֶ י הּוא רֹוֶאה ּכִ ּכִ

ה אֹותֹו  הּוא ְמַצּוֶ ׁשֶ ָבר, ּכְ ָאָדם ַעל ּדָ

ָרָכיו אֹו ַמְזִהיר אֹותֹו  צֶֹרְך ִמּצְ ק ּבְ ְלִהְתַעּסֵ

ה  יַע ַלְמַמּנֶ ָבר ְוַיֲעבֹור ַעל ִמְצֹוָתיו ְוַיּגִ ִמּדָ

ה ַהֲחָזָקה  ּבָ י ִיְהֶיה ַהּסִ ָעְברֹו ַעל ִמְצָותֹו, ּכִ

ַטח ָעָליו  ּבָ ֶ ּנּו ֵהָעׂשֹות ַמה ּשׁ ַנע ִמּמֶ ְלִהּמָ

ּבֹו.
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If this applies with respect to relying on human be-
ings, all the more so, would it apply to somebody 
who disobeys the Almighty’s statues and mitzvot, 
which he himself designated for us to observe and 
warned us about them, that the hopes of the one 
who relies on him will be dashed when he rebels 
against him, and he will not be fitting to be classi-
fied as “one who relies on the Almighty.”

Rather, he is like the person about which Scripture 
says (in Iyov 27:8): “For what is the hope of a flat-
terer who robs, when G-d casts off his soul? Will 
G-d hearken to his cry?” and as it says (in Yirmi-
yahu 7:9):”Will you steal, murder, commit adul-
tery, swear falsely” and then it says in the follow-
ing verse regarding those people (Yirmiyahu 7:10): 
“Will you come and stand before Me in this house, 
upon which My name is called” and then it says 
in the next verse (Yirmiyahu 7:11): “Has this house 
upon which My name is called, become a cave of 
degenerate men”.

Human Effort

The fifth introduction is that it should be clear to 
him that the completion of all the matters which 
come to be in this world after its creation, come to 
be in one of two ways:

One of the manners in which they come to be is 
solely due to the decrees of the Creator, may he 
be exalted, and due to his desire that these things 
should immediately come into existence. The sec-
ond manner, in which they come to be is through 
various means and intermediaries, some of those 
intermediaries are immediate to the matter which 
comes to be, while some of them are remote, some 
revealed and some hidden, but all of them has-
ten to complete that which He, G-d has decreed 
should be and how those things should appear, 
while the Almighty helps them do this.

י ָהֱאלִֹהים  ָעַבר ַעל ֻחּקֵ ן ִמי ׁשֶ ּכֵ ל ׁשֶ ּכָ

ר ָיַעד ְוֵהִעיד ֲעֵליֶהם,  ּוִמְצֹוָתיו ֲאׁשֶ

ְהֶיה ּתֹוֶחֶלת ַהּבֹוֵטַח ָעָליו ִנְכָזָבה  ּתִ ׁשֶ

ם  ׁשֵ ֵרא ּבְ ְמֵרהּו, ְולֹא ִיְהֶיה ָראּוי ְלִהּקָ ּיַ ׁשֶ ּכְ

אלִֹהים,  ּבֹוֵטַח ּבֵ

תּוב )איוב כז,  ָאַמר ַהּכָ מֹו ׁשֶ ַאְך הּוא ּכְ

י  י ִיְבָצע ּכִ ְקַות ָחֵנף ּכִ י ַמה ּתִ ח־ט( "ּכִ

ַמע ֵאל",  ל ֱאלֹוּהַ ַנְפׁשֹו, ֲהַצֲעָקתֹו ִיׁשְ ֵיׁשֶ

ְוָאַמר )ירמיה ז, ט( "ֲהָגנֹוב ָרצֹוַח ְוָנאֹוף 

ֶקר", ְוָאַמר )ירמיה ז, י(  ֶ ֵבַע ַלּשׁ ָ ְוִהּשׁ

ר  ה ֲאׁשֶ ִית ַהּזֶ ּבַ ם ְלָפַני ּבַ "ּוָבאֶתם ַוֲעַמְדּתֶ

ִמי ָעָליו", ְוָאַמר )ירמיה ז, יא(  ִנְקָרא ׁשְ

ר  ה ֲאׁשֶ ִית ַהּזֶ ִריִצים ָהָיה ַהּבַ "ַהְמָעַרת ּפָ

ִמי ָעָליו". ִנְקָרא ׁשְ

י  ֵאר ֶאְצלֹו ּכִ ְתּבָ ּיִ ית, ׁשֶ ָמה ַהֲחִמיׁשִ ְוַהַהְקּדָ

עֹוָלם  ים ּבָ ׁשִ ְתַחּדְ ָבִרים ַהּמִ ָלַמת ַהּדְ ַהׁשְ

ֵני ְדָבִרים, ׁשְ ה ְלַאַחר ַהְיִציָרה, הּוא ּבִ ַהּזֶ

ה ְוֶחְפצֹו  ֵזרֹות ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתַעּלֶ ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם, ּגְ

ִני, ִסּבֹות  ֵ בּול ַהֲהָוָיה, ְוַהּשׁ יִציָאָתם ֶאל ּגְ ּבִ

ּוִמּצּוִעים, ֵמֶהם ְקרֹוִבים ּוֵמֶהם ְרחֹוִקים, 

ם ָרִצים  ִרים, ְוֻכּלָ ּוֵמֶהם ִנְגִלים ּוֵמֶהם ִנְסּתָ

ְגַזר ֲהָוָיתֹו ְוֵהָראֹותֹו  ּנִ ֶ ִלים ַמה ּשׁ ְלַהׁשְ

ֵעֶזר ָהֱאלִֹהים ָלֶהם ַעל ֶזה. ּבְ
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An example of one of the immediate causes would 
be the drawing of water  from the depths of the 
earth by means of a pulley system and a jug which 
is tied to it which draws the water out of the well. 
The remote cause would be the person who ties 
the animal to the rope which is attached to the 
vessel, and his moving of the animal which pulls 
the rope to draw the water from deep down in the 
well to the ground surface. 

Then there are those causes which are in between 
the person and the vessels (which are being used 
to draw out the water), which are intermediary 
causes between the two matters . They are the 
animal,  the wheels which move one another and 
the rope. If one of these above-mentioned causes 
would get ruined then the intended goal (of draw-
ing the water) would not come to be.

Likewise, when it comes to other actions that 
come to be; they do not come to be as a result 
of people’s actions or through any other entity. 
Rather they all exist due to the decree of G-d and 
his preparation of the means through which the 
action will be completed.

As it says (in Shmuel,1 2:3): “to him all the causes 
have been counted,” and as it says (in Yirmiyahu 
32:19): “Who is great in counsel and master in car-
rying it out and as it says in the verse (in Melochim 
1, 12:15): “for it was something brought about by 
the L-rd.”

If the means would be lacking then nothing would 
come to be as a result of the natural activities.

ִים  הֹוָצַאת ַהּמַ רֹובֹות, ּכְ ּבֹות ַהּקְ ְוִדְמיֹון ַהּסִ

ֲעִלים  ֵכִלים ַהּמַ ל ּבְ ְלּגַ ּגַ י ָהָאֶרץ ּבַ ֲעַמּקֵ ִמּמַ

תֹו ָהְרחֹוָקה,  ֵאר, ְוִסּבָ ִים ִמן ַהּבְ ֶאת ַהּמַ

ל  ְלּגַ ֵהָמה ֶאל ַהּגַ ר ַהּבְ הּוא קֹוׁשֵ ָהָאָדם ׁשֶ

ּיֹות  ְחּתִ ִים ִמּתַ ּוְמִניָעתֹו ְלַהֲעלֹות ַהּמַ

ֵני ָהָאֶרץ.  ֵאר ֶאל ּפְ ַהּבְ

ִלים,  ין ָהָאָדם ְוַהּכֵ ר ּבֵ ּבֹות ֲאׁשֶ ַאְך ַהּסִ

ֵהָמה  ָבִרים, ְוֵהם ַהּבְ ֵני ַהּדְ ין ׁשְ ִמּצּוִעים ּבֵ

ִניַע ְקָצָתם ֶאת ְקָצָתם,  ּמֵ ְוָהִעּגּוִלים, ׁשֶ

ַגע ְלַאַחת ִמן  ְוַהֶחֶבל.  ְוִאם ִיְקֶרה ּפֶ

ן  ֵמר ָהִעְנָין ַהְמֻכּוָ רֹות, לֹא ִיּגָ ְזּכָ ּבֹות ַהּנִ ַהּסִ

ֶהם. ּבָ

בּול  ים ַהּיֹוְצִאים ֶאל ּגְ ֲעׂשִ ָאר ַהּמַ ְוֵכן ׁשְ

י  צּו ִמן ָהָאָדם ְוזּוָלתֹו, ּכִ ַהֲהָוָיה לֹא ִיְתַקּבְ

ּבֹות  ְגֵזַרת ָהֱאלִֹהים ְוַהְזָמָנתֹו ַהּסִ ִאם ּבִ

ְמָרם,  ֶהן ִהּגָ ר ּבָ ֲאׁשֶ

נּו ֲעִלילֹות"  ָאַמר "ְולֹו ִנְתּכְ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

דֹול ָהֵעָצה  )שמואל א' ב, ג(,  ְוָאַמר "ּגְ

ה" )ירמיה לב, יט(, ְוָאַמר  ְוַרב ָהֲעִליִלּיָ

ה ֵמִעם ה'" )מלכים א' יב,  י ָהְיָתה ִסּבָ "ּכִ

טו(.

ְכָלל, לֹא  רֹות ּבִ ּבֹות ֶנְעּדָ ְהֶייָנה ַהּסִ ְוִאם ּתִ

ְבִעּיֹות  ֻעּלֹות ַהּטִ ָבר ִמן ַהּפְ ֵמר ְיִציַאת ּדָ ִתּגָ

ֶדר ַהֲהָוָיה.  ֶאל ּגֶ
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Proof that Human intervention is often needed

When one will contemplate the needs of a per-
son, how he is required to engage in various means 
and to exert himself in order to obtain his needs 
then we will clearly observe this to be the case 
that without the various means, the matter will not 
come into actuality. For when somebody needs 
food, even if the food is placed in front of him in 
a state already fit for him to eat, if he doesn’t ex-
ert himself to eat it by lifting it up to his mouth 
and chewing it, he will not satiate his hunger. 
Likewise, somebody who is thirsty who is in need 
of water will also need to lift up the water to his 
mouth to drink it.

All the more so, is effort necessary if the food is 
not ready for him to eat, so that he is required to 
exert himself to prepare it by grinding the flour 
and kneading the dough and baking the dough 
into bread and the like.

More exertion than this will be necessary - and it 
will be even more difficult if he will need to buy 
it, as well as prepare it. Even more exertion than 
this will be necessary if he doesn’t have the mon-
ey with which to buy the food, in which case he 
will need a far greater exertion and involvement 
in various means then that which has been men-
tioned earlier. For then he will be required, either 
to hire himself out for work, or to sell some of his 
objects and possessions, or the like.

The Reason for Human Effort

There are two reasons why the Creator made it 
in such a way that a person must make efforts to 
pursue and search for the means of his livelihood 
and other needs: 

ב  צֶֹרְך ָהָאָדם ְלַסּבֵ ל ּבְ ּכֵ ר ִנְסּתַ ְוַכֲאׁשֶ

ְראּות  ל ִלְגַמר ִעְנָיָניו, ִנְמָצֵאהּו ּבִ ְלּגֵ ּוְלִהְתּגַ

ם  ּיּוׂשַ ׁשֶ זֹון, ּכְ ִריְך ֶאל ַהּמָ י ַהּצָ ָהַעִין. ּכִ

ל  ְלּגֵ ָראּוי לֹו, ִאם לֹא ִיְתּגַ ֲאָכל ּכָ ְלָפָניו ַהּמַ

יו ְוַלֲעסֹו לֹא  ָהתֹו ֶאל ּפִ ַהְגּבָ ְלָאְכלֹו ּבְ

ָצְרּכֹו ֶאל  ֵמא ּבְ ֵבר ַרֲעבֹונֹו. ְוֵכן ַהּצָ ָ ִיּשׁ

ִים. ַהּמַ

ּנּו ַעד  ֲאָכל ִמּמֶ ַנע ַהּמַ ן ִאם ִיּמָ ּכֵ ְוָכל ׁשֶ

ה  ה ַוֲאִפּיָ ְטִחיָנה ְוִליׁשָ נֹו ּבִ ל ְלַתּקְ ְלּגֵ ְתּגַ ּיִ ׁשֶ

ְוַהּדֹוֶמה ְלֶזה.

ה ִאם ִיְצָטֵרְך  ה ְוָקׁשֶ ְלּגּול ִמּזֶ ְויֹוֵתר ּגִ

ה עֹוד ִאם  נֹו. ְויֹוֵתר ִמּזֶ ִלְקנֹותֹו ּוְלַתּקְ

ְקֶנה אֹותֹו  ּיִ ִמים ׁשֶ נּו לֹו ַהּדָ ּמְ לֹא ִיְזּדַ

דֹול  ֶהם, ְוִיְצָטֵרְך ְלִגְלּגּול ּוְלִסּבּוב ּגָ ּבָ

ָדִמים אֹו  ר ּבְ ּכֵ ּתַ ׂשְ ּיִ ַכְרנּו קֶֹדם ׁשֶ ּזָ ֶ ה ּשׁ ִמּמַ

הּוא ָצִריְך לֹו ֵמֲחָפִצים  ֶ ְמּכֹור ַמה ּשׁ ּיִ ׁשֶ

ְוִקְנָיִנים ְוַכּיֹוֵצא ָבֶהם.

ב ַהּבֹוֵרא ֶאת  ֲעבּוָרּה ִחּיֵ ר ּבַ ה ֲאׁשֶ ְוָהִעּלָ

ֶרף  ב ַעל ִסּבֹות ַהּטֶ ר ּוְלַסּבֵ ָהָאָדם ְלַחּזֵ

ֵני ָפִנים.  הּוא ָצִריְך ֵאָליו, ִלׁשְ ֶ ָאר ַמה ּשׁ ּוׁשְ
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The first reason is because G-d in his wisdom 
decided to test the person,   as to whether he will 
choose the service of the Almighty or to rebel 
against Him. Therefore He tested him in a matter 
through which it will be evident which path he 
chose. The way He did this is by causing a person to 
be needy and lacking  that which is outside of him, 
be it food or drink, clothing, shelter or cohabita-
tion. He then instructed the people to pursue 
these things and to obtain them through means 
which he prepared for them, but only in specific 
manners and in specific times. 

Those things that the Creator decreed that the 
person will obtain, he will obtain as a result of G-d 
making available all the means that he requires,  
while those things which G-d did not decree that 
he will obtain, he will not obtain them since those 
means will be withheld from him.

As a result, it will become clear if he wishes to 
serve him or disobey him, based on his choice 
of the means with which he chooses to obtain 
his needs.  On account of this he will either be 
rewarded or punished, even if he did not end up 
obtaining that which he tried to obtain. 

The second reason why G-d made it that people be 
required to make efforts and employ various means 
to obtain their livelihood is because if a person 
would not need to exert himself to pursue and 
search for means of sustainment,  he would rebel 
and pursue that which is forbidden, and he would 
not pay attention to his obligations  toward G-d in 
exchange for the kindness of G-d over him.

ִחיַנת  ָבה ַהָחְכָמה ּבְ ִחּיְ ֵני ׁשֶ ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם, ִמּפְ

ַחן  ֲעבֹוַדת ָהֱאלִֹהים ּוְבַהְמרֹותֹו, ּבָ ֶפׁש ּבַ ַהּנֶ

ה, ְוהּוא  ּנָ ְרֶאה ֶזה ִמּמֶ ּמַ ֶ ַמה ּשׁ אֹוָתּה ּבְ

הּוא חּוץ ָלּה  ֶ רֹון ֶאל ַמה ּשׁ ַהּצֶֹרְך ְוַהִחּסָ

ל,  ּגָ ה ּוַמְלּבּוׁש ּוָמעֹון ּוִמׁשְ ּתֶ ֲאָכל ּוִמׁשְ ִמּמַ

ר ֲעֵליֶהם ַלֲהִביָאם  ה אֹוָתם ְלַחּזֵ ְוִצּוָ

ִנים ְמֻיָחִדים  ּבֹות ַהּמּוָכנֹות ָלֶהם, ַעל ּפָ ּסִ ּבַ

ים ְידּוִעים. ְוִעּתִ

ֵמר ָלָאָדם ֵמֵהם,  ּגָ ּיִ ַזר ַהּבֹוֵרא ׁשֶ ּגָ ֶ ּוַמה ּשׁ

ּבֹות.  נּות ַהּסִ ּמְ ָלַמת ִהְזּדַ ַהׁשְ ַלם ּבְ ֵמר ְוִיׁשְ ִיּגָ

ֵמר,  ֶהם, לֹא ִיּגָ ֵמר ּבָ ר לֹא ָגַזר לֹו ְלִהּגָ ַוֲאׁשֶ

ּבֹות.  ּנּו ַהּסִ ְנעּו ִמּמֶ ְוִיּמָ

ָנה  ַכּוָ ּנּו ָהֲעבֹוָדה ְוָהֲעֵבָרה ּבְ ְררּו ִמּמֶ ְוִנְתּבָ

י ָהַאֶחֶרת,  ְלּתִ ה ִמּבִ ּוִבְבִחיָרה ְלַאַחת ֵמֵהּנָ

מּול ְוָהעֶֹנׁש, ַוֲאִפּלּו  ב ַאַחר ֶזה ַהּגְ ְוִיְתַחּיֵ

ה. ֲעׂשֶ ֶהם ַהּמַ לֹא ָגַמר ּבָ

י ִאּלּו לֹא ֻהְצַרְך ָהָאָדם ִלְטרֹוַח  ִני, ּכִ ֵ ְוַהּשׁ

ב ַלֲהָבַאת ַטְרּפֹו, ָהָיה ּבֹוֵעט  ר ּוְלַסּבֵ ּוְלַחּזֵ

יַח  ּגִ ְורֹוֵדף ַאַחר ָהֲעֵברֹות, ְולֹא ָהָיה ַמׁשְ

ב ּבֹו ַעל טֹוַבת ָהֱאלִֹהים  הּוא ַחּיָ ֶ ַעל ַמה ּשׁ

ָעָליו,
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As it says (in Yeshayahu 5:12): “And there are harp 
and lute, tambourine and flute, and wine at their 
drinking feasts; and the work of the L-rd they do 
not regard, and the deed of His hands they have 
not seen.” Likewise, it says (in Devarim 32:15): 
“And Jeshurun became fat and rebelled; you grew 
fat, thick and plump; Israel forsook the G-d Who 
made them.”

In a similar vein, the Rabbis of blessed memory, 
said (in Avot 2:2): “Torah study goes well with 
Derech Eretz (work), since the toil of both of them 
makes misdeed scarce. Any Torah study that is 
not accompanied by work will cease in the end, 
and lead to misdeed.”

All the more so would someone rebel if he doesn’t 
have either one of these, and does not pay atten-
tion to either one of them.

It is out of the compassion of the Creator on man, 
that He preoccupied him with being busy all the 
days of his life  with obtaining his worldly needs 
and with doing Torah and mitzvot which serve as 
provisions for the world to come  in order that he 
will not have time to seek out that which he does 
not need and that which he is not able to compre-
hend with his intellect, such as those matters per-
taining to the beginning of creation and the end of 
the world. Like the Wise Man, King Solomon said 
(in Kohelet 3:11): “Also the [wisdom of] the world 
He put into their hearts, save that man should not 
find the deed which G-d did, from beginning to 
end.” 

ֱאַמר )ישעיה ה, יב( "ְוָהָיה ִכּנֹור  ּנֶ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

יֶהם, ְוֵאת ּפַֹעל  ּתֵ ָוֵנֶבל ּתֹף ְוָחִליל ָוַיִין ִמׁשְ

ה ָיָדיו לֹא ָראּו",  יטּו ּוַמֲעׂשֵ ה' לֹא ַיּבִ

רּון  ַמן ְיׁשֻ ׁשְ ְוָאַמר )דברים לב, טו( "ַוּיִ

ּטֹשׁ ֱאלֹוּהַ  יָת, ַוּיִ ׂשִ ַמְנּתָ ָעִביָת ּכָ ְבָעט, ׁשָ ַוּיִ

הּו".  ָעׂשָ

ְוָאְמרּו ִזְכרֹוָנם ִלְבָרָכה )משנה אבות ב, 

ֶרְך ֶאֶרץ  ְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה ִעם ּדֶ ב( "ָיֶפה ּתַ

ַחת ָעֹון, ְוָכל ּתֹוָרה  ּכַ ֵניֶהם ַמׁשְ ִגיַעת ׁשְ ּיְ ׁשֶ

ֵטָלה ְוגֹוֶרֶרת  ּה ְמָלאָכה סֹוָפּה ּבְ ֵאין ִעּמָ ׁשֶ

ָעֹון". 

ַאַחת ֵמֶהן,  ֵאין לֹו ֵחֶלק ּבְ ן ִמי ׁשֶ ּכֵ ְוָכל ׁשֶ

ם ִלּבֹו ַעל ַאַחת ֵמֶהן.  ְולֹא ׂשָ

ה ַעל ָהָאָדם  ְוָהָיה ֵמֶחְמַלת ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתַעּלֶ

ִעְנְיֵני עֹוָלמֹו ְוַאֲחִריתֹו  ִהְטִרידֹו ּבְ ׁשֶ

ׁש  ֶזה, ְולֹא ְיַבּקֵ יו ּבָ ל ְיֵמי ַחּיָ ק ּכָ ְלִהְתַעּסֵ

יגֹו  ֵאינֹו ָצִריְך לֹו ְולֹא יּוַכל ְלַהּשִׂ ֶ ַמה ּשׁ

ְכָלה,  מֹו ִעְנְיֵני ַהַהְתָחָלה ְוַהּתִ ְכלֹו, ּכְ ׂשִ ּבְ

ם  ָאַמר ֶהָחָכם )קהלת ג, יא( "ּגַ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

ר לֹא  ִלי ֲאׁשֶ ם, ִמּבְ ִלּבָ ֶאת ָהעֹוָלם ָנַתן ּבְ

ה  ר ָעׂשָ ה ֲאׁשֶ ֲעׂשֶ ִיְמָצא ָהָאָדם ֶאת ַהּמַ

ָהֱאלִֹהים ֵמרֹאׁש ְוַעד סֹוף".
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The Righteous person: when man needs not to toil 

If a person strengthens himself in the service of 
the Almighty, choosing to be fearful of Him, and 
to rely on him both with regard to Torah matters 
as well as with regard to worldly matters; In addi-
tion, if he turns away from inappropriate charac-
ter traits and instead, strives toward good charac-
ter traits, does not rebel against G-d even at times 
when he is at rest from his stresses and does not 
turn toward leisure, rather constantly involves 
himself with the service of G-d, not being swayed 
by his evil inclination nor being enticed by the in-
dulgences of the world. 

Then in turn, such a person will be relieved from 
the need to exert himself in the search to obtain 
his sustainment,  since the two reasons men-
tioned above why a person is required to make 
efforts to provide for himself, namely, for the pur-
pose of the testing of man by G-d to see whether 
he will choose permitted or forbidden means of ob-
taining his needs and so that a person will not rebel 
due to the goodness that he enjoys, do not apply 
to him. Instead he will be sustained without any 
exertion or hard work, according to his needs and 
sustainment as it is written (in Mishlei 10:3): “The 
L-rd will not starve the soul of the righteous.”

The Righteous suffer and wicked prosper

If one will ask: Behold we see some righteous 
people whose sustainment becomes available to 
them only after much hard work and toil, while 
we find many sinners who are at peace and live 
good and pleasant lives. We will respond by say-
ing, that the prophets and Pious have already pre-
ceded you in questioning this matter,

יר ֲעבֹוַדת ָהֱאלִֹהים  ְוִאם הּוא ַמְגּבִ

ִעְנְיֵני ּתֹוָרתֹו  ִיְרָאתֹו, ּובֹוֵטַח ּבֹו ּבְ ּובֹוֵחר ּבְ

ים, ְוכֹוֵסף  ֻגּנִ ָבִרים ַהּמְ ְועֹוָלמֹו, ְוָסר ִמן ַהּדְ

נּוָחה, ְולֹא  ּמְ ְלִמּדֹות ַהּטֹובֹות, לֹא ִיְבַעט ּבַ

ֶצר, ְולֹא  יֵאהּו ַהּיֵ ִ ְלָוה, ְולֹא ַיּשׁ ַ ה ֶאל ַהּשׁ ִיּטֶ

ֵפי ָהעֹוָלם,  ִכׁשְ ת ּבְ ִיּפָ

ּבּוב  ְלּגּול ְוַהּסִ ק ֵמָעָליו טַֹרח ַהּגִ ּלֵ ִיְסּתַ

ֵני  קּות ׁשְ ּלְ ֵני ִהְסּתַ ֲהָבַאת ַטְרּפֹו, ִמּפְ ּבַ

ִחיָנה  ִרים ֵמָעָליו, ַהּבְ ְזּכָ ִנים ַהּנִ ַהּפָ

ִלי  ּטֹוָבה  ִויבֹוֵאהּו ַטְרּפֹו ּבְ ִעיָטה ּבַ ְוַהּבְ

ִפי ִסּפּוקֹו ּוְמזֹונֹו,  טַֹרח ּוְבִלי ְיִגיָעה ּכְ

יק"  ֱאַמר "לֹא ַיְרִעיב ה' ֶנֶפׁש ַצּדִ ּנֶ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

)משלי י, ג(.

ה ֲאַנְחנּו רֹוִאים  ְוִאם יֹאַמר ָהאֹוֵמר, ִהּנֵ

ם  ן ָלֶהם ַטְרּפָ ּמֵ יִקים לֹא ִיְזּדַ ִמְקָצת ַצּדִ

ים  א ַאֲחֵרי ֶהָעָמל ְוַהְיִגיָעה, ְוַרּבִ ֶאּלָ

ּטֹוב  יֶהם ּבַ ְלָוה ְוַחּיֵ ׁשַ י ָהֲעֵברֹות ּבְ ֵמַאְנׁשֵ

ִביִאים  ָבר ָקְדמּו ַהּנְ י ּכְ ִעיִמים. נֹאַמר, ּכִ ּוַבּנְ

ְוַהֲחִסיִדים ַלֲחקֹור ַעל ֶזה ָהִעְנָין,
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Such as one of them, Yirmiyahu who said (in 
Yirmiyahu 12:1): “Why has the way of the wicked 
prospered?”, and another prophet, Chavakuk said 
(Chavakuk 1:3): “Why do You show me iniquity and 
look upon mischief; and plunder and violence are 
before me; and the one who bears quarrel and 
strife endures?” And he said in the following verse 
(Chavakuk 1:4): “For a wicked man surrounds the 
righteous”, and he said (in the same chapter, verse 
13) “You be silent when a wicked man swallows 
up one more righteous than he”.

Another Prophet, King David, said (in Tehillim 
73:12): ”Behold these are the wicked, and they are 
ever tranquil, they have gained much wealth,” and 
as he said in the following two Pessukkim (in Te-
hillim 73: 12-14): “Surely in vain have I purified my 
heart, and washed my hands in cleanliness; for I 
was afflicted all day, and my rebuke came each 
morning.” Another Prophet, Malachi, said about 
the people of his generation (Malachi 3:15): “They 
also tempt G-d, and they have, nevertheless, es-
caped.” And there are many other verses like this.

Yet, while the prophets asked this question, they 
did not offer a response which explains the rea-
son for this. This is because the reason why each 
righteous person is tested with poverty, as well as 
the reason why each wicked person is blessed with 
good in this world, is different one from the other. 

Therefore, it merely commented regarding this 
matter, in general terms, when it says (in Devarim 
29:28): “The hidden things belong to the L-rd, our 
G-d, but the revealed things apply to us and to our 
children.”

ִעים  ֶרְך ְרׁשָ ָאַמר "ַמּדּוַע ּדֶ ֵמֶהם ִמי ׁשֶ

ָצֵלָחה" )ירמיה יב, א(, ְוָאַמר ָהַאֵחר 

יט ְוׁשֹד ְוָחָמס  ּבִ ה ַתְרֵאִני ָאֶון ְוָעָמל ּתַ "ָלּמָ

א" )חבקוק א,  י, ַוְיִהי ִריב ּוָמדֹון ִיּשָׂ ְלֶנְגּדִ

יק"  ּדִ יר ֶאת ַהּצַ ע ַמְכּתִ י ָרׁשָ ג(, ְוָאַמר "ּכִ

ע  ַבּלַ ֲחִריׁש ּבְ )חבקוק א, ד(, ְוָאַמר "ּתַ

ּנּו" )חבקוק א, יג(, יק ִמּמֶ ע ַצּדִ ָרׁשָ

ְלֵוי  ִעים ְוׁשַ ה ְרׁשָ ה ֵאּלֶ ְוָאַמר ַאֵחר "ִהּנֵ

ּגּו ָחִיל" )תהלים עג, יב(, ְוָאַמר  עֹוָלם ִהׂשְ

י,  ּפָ יֹון ּכַ ִנּקָ יִתי ְלָבִבי ָוֶאְרַחץ ּבְ "ַאְך ִריק ִזּכִ

ָקִרים"  י ַלּבְ ל ַהּיֹום ְותֹוַכְחּתִ ָוֱאִהי ָנגּוַע ּכָ

י  )תהלים עג, יג־יד(. ְוָאַמר ַאֵחר ַעל ַאְנׁשֵ

ֵלטּו" )מלאכי  ּמָ ֲחנּו ֱאלִֹהים ַוּיִ ם ּבָ דֹורֹו "ּגַ

ֶזה.  ה ּכָ ג, טו(, ְוַהְרּבֵ

ת  ֵבאּור ִעּלַ ׁשּוָבה ּבְ ִביא ַהּתְ יַח ַהּנָ ַאְך ִהּנִ

יִקים  ּדִ ל ֶאָחד ִמן ַהּצַ ת ּכָ ִעּלַ ֵני ׁשֶ ֶזה, ִמּפְ

ֵהם  ִעים ׁשֶ ְבָחִנים, ְוָכל ֶאָחד ִמן ָהְרׁשָ ַהּנִ

ת ָהַאֵחר.  ה, זּוַלת ִעּלַ עֹוָלם ַהּזֶ ּטֹוָבה ּבָ ּבַ

רֹות ַלה'  ְסּתָ ָאְמרֹו "ַהּנִ ָלֵכן ֵהִעיר ַעל ֶזה ּבְ

ְגלֹות ָלנּו ּוְלָבֵנינּו" )דברים  ֱאלֵֹהינּו ְוַהּנִ

כט, כח(
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The Wise Man, Shlomo Hamelech likewise said 
(Kohelet 5:7): “If you see oppression of the poor 
and deprivation of justice and righteousness in 
the province, wonder not about the matter,”and 
Scripture says (in Devarim 32:4): “The deeds of the 
[Mighty] Rock are perfect, for all of His ways are 
just.”

Reasons for the righteous suffering

Nonetheless, I have seen a need to explain this 
matter - why some righteous people suffer, while 
some wicked people prosper - in such a manner 
that it should be somewhat sufficient of an expla-
nation. 

I will say that the reasons why the righteous per-
son’s livelihood is withheld from him, until he ex-
erts himself to obtain it and is tested in it are as 
follows:

It is possible that it is because of a sin that he per-
formed previously which he was liable to be pun-
ished for. As it says (in Mishlei 11:31): “Behold! The 
righteous man will be paid for his sins on earth.”

Another possible rationale for the righteous’ suf-
fering: There are some righteous who suffer in ex-
change for increased reward in the world to come. 
As it is written (in Devarim 8:16): “To benefit you 
in your end”.

Another possible rationale: There are some righ-
teous who suffer, to show other people his level of 
tolerance of his suffering and his good demeanor 
in the service of his Creator, so that other people 
can learn from him, as we know from the story of 
Iyov. 

ק ָרׁש  דֹוֶמה ָלֶזה "ִאם עֹשֶׁ ְוָאַמר ֶהָחָכם ּבְ

ִדיָנה, ַאל  ְרֶאה ַבּמְ ט ָוֶצֶדק ּתִ ּפָ ְוֵגֶזל ִמׁשְ

ְתַמּה ַעל ַהֵחֶפץ" )קהלת ה, ז(, ְוָאַמר  ּתִ

ָרָכיו  י ָכל ּדְ ֳעלֹו, ּכִ ִמים ּפָ תּוב "ַהצּור ּתָ ַהּכָ

ט" )דברים לב, ד(. ּפָ ִמׁשְ

ה ַמה  ִעְנָין ַהּזֶ ל ֶזה ָרִאיִתי ְלָבֵאר ּבָ ְוִעם ּכָ

ָקה. ָהָיה ּבֹו ְמַעט ַהְסּפָ ֶ ּשׁ

ַנע  ֲעבּוָרם ִיּמָ ר ּבַ ִנים ֲאׁשֶ י ַהּפָ ְוֹאַמר, ּכִ

ְטַרח ָעָליו  ּיִ נּות ַטְרּפֹו ַעד ׁשֶ ּמְ יק ִהְזּדַ ּדִ ֵמַהּצַ

ֵחן ּבֹו:  ְוִיּבָ

ב  ַדם לֹו ִהְתַחּיֵ ּקָ ְהֶיה ָעֹון ׁשֶ ּיִ ר ׁשֶ ֶאְפׁשָ

ֱאַמר "ֵהן  ּנֶ מֹו ׁשֶ ּנּו ָעָליו, ּכְ ַרע ִמּמֶ ְלִהּפָ

ם" )משלי יא, לא(. ּלָ ָאֶרץ ְיׁשֻ יק ּבָ ַצּדִ

עֹוָלם  מּוָרה ּבָ ֶרְך ַהּתְ ְהֶיה ַעל ּדֶ ּיִ ְוֵיׁש ׁשֶ

ַאֲחִריֶתָך"  תּוב "ְלֵהיִטיְבָך ּבְ ּכָ מֹו ׁשֶ א, ּכְ ַהּבָ

)דברים ח, טז(.

ָרתֹו  ְהֶיה ְלַהְראֹות ִסְבלֹו ְוַהְסּבָ ּיִ ְוֵיׁש ׁשֶ

ֵדי  ֵרְך ּכְ ֲעבֹוַדת ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתּבָ ַהּטֹוָבה ּבַ

ַדְעּתָ  ּיָ מֹו ׁשֶ ּנּו, ּכְ ֵני ָאָדם ִמּמֶ ְלְמדּו ּבְ ּיִ ׁשֶ

ֵמִעְנַין ִאּיֹוב.

http://Gateoftrust.org
mailto:Gateoftrust.org?subject=


Chovot Halevavot | 19  שער הבטחון

Copyright (c) 2020 by Chayenu and Gateoftrust.org trust@gateoftrust.org

There are some righteous who suffer due to the 
wickedness of the people of their generation, and 
the Creator tests him with poverty, want and ill-
ness, to show other people his piety and service 
of G-d.  This is in contrast to those other people 
who don’t serve G-d despite their peaceful lives. As 
it says (in Yeshayahu 53:4) “Indeed, he bore our ill-
nesses, and our pains, he carried them”. This verse 
is discussing Moshiach who will endure suffering as 
a result of the sins of the people in his generation.

There are some righteous people who suffer be-
cause, although they are righteous in their own 
personal lives, they are not zealous for the sake of 
G-d, in protesting the sins of the people of their 
generation as you know from the story with Eili 
and his sons, which Scripture (in Shmuel 1, 2:36) 
says about them: “And it will be that everyone 
who is left in your house, will come to prostrate 
himself before him for a silver piece and a morsel 
of bread.”

Reasons for the wicked prospering

But the kindness that the Almighty blessed be He 
performs on behalf of the wicked are for the fol-
lowing reasons:

There are some wicked people who prosper, due 
to their previous good deeds which the Almighty 
rewards them for in this world, as it says in (De-
vorim 7:10): “And He repays those who hate Him, 
to their face, to cause them to perish” which one 
of the early commentators, Onkelos, translated as 
follows: “And he rewards those who hate him - for 
the good deeds that they have performed before 
him - in this world , in order to ultimately destroy 
them in the world to come.”

י דֹורֹו, ְוִיְבָחֵנהּו  ע ַאְנׁשֵ ְהֶיה ְלֶרׁשַ ּיִ ְוֵיׁש ׁשֶ

עִֹני ּוְבִריׁש ּוָבֳחָלִאים  ה ּבְ ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתַעּלֶ

ְלַהְראֹות ֲחִסידּותֹו ַוֲעבֹוָדתֹו ֵלאלִֹהים 

ֱאַמר "ָאֵכן ֳחָלֵינּו  ּנֶ מֹו ׁשֶ ְלֲעֵדיֶהם, ּכְ ִמּבַ

א ּוַמְכאֹוֵבינּו ְסָבָלם" )ישעיה  הּוא ָנׂשָ

נג, ד(.

א  ֵאיֶנּנּו ְמַקּנֵ ֵני ׁשֶ ְהֶיה ִמּפְ ּיִ ְוֵיׁש ׁשֶ

מֹו  י דֹורֹו, ּכְ ין ֵמַאְנׁשֵ ֵלאלִֹהים ָלַקַחת ַהּדִ

ֶהם  ָאַמר ּבָ ַדְעּתָ ֵמִעְנַין ֵעִלי ּוָבָניו ׁשֶ ּיָ ׁשֶ

ֵביְתָך ָיבֹוא  ל ַהּנֹוָתר ּבְ תּוב "ְוָהָיה ּכָ ַהּכָ

ר ָלֶחם"  ֶסף ְוִכּכַ ֲחֹות לֹו ַלֲאגֹוַרת ּכֶ ּתַ ְלִהׁשְ

)שמואל א' ב, לו(. 

ע: ֵרְך ַעל ָהָרׁשָ ֲאָבל טֹוַבת ָהֵאל ִיְתּבָ

ְדָמה לֹו  ּקָ ֲעבּור טֹוָבה ׁשֶ ְהֶיה ּבַ ּתִ ֵיׁש ׁשֶ

ה,  עֹוָלם ַהּזֶ ִיְגְמֵלהּו ָהֱאלִֹהים ָעֶליָה ּבָ

ָניו  ם ְלׂשֹוְנָאיו ֶאל ּפָ ּלֵ ָאַמר "ּוְמׁשַ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

מּו ּבֹו  ְלַהֲאִבידֹו )דברים ז, י(  ְוִתְרּגְ

י  ם ְלָסְנאֹוִהי ָטָבן ּדִ ּלֵ ָהִראׁשֹוִנים: "ּוְמׁשַ

יהֹון ְלאֹוָבֵדיהֹון". ַחּיֵ ִאּנּון ָעְבִדין ֳקָדמֹוִהי ּבְ
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Sometimes, the good fortune of the wicked is like 
a deposit by him, and remains with him until the 
Almighty will give him a righteous son, who will 
be deserving of it. The wicked person only amass-
es wealth so that his righteous son can inherit it. 
As it says (in Iyov 27:17): “He will prepare, and a 
righteous man will wear them” Likewise it says in 
the verse (Kohelet 2:26): “But to the sinner He has 
given an occupation to gather and to accumulate, 
to give to him who is good in God’s sight.”

It is possible that the reason why the wicked per-
son is given good, is so that it will be the main 
cause for his death or for his bad fortune, as it is 
written in the verse (Kohelet 5:12): “Riches kept by 
their owner for his harm.” 

Additionally, it is possible that despite being wick-
ed, the Creator allows him to have good fortune 
for a while, until he repents and will be deserving 
of it, as you know from the story of Menashe.

Some wicked people are given good fortune due to 
an act of kindness that his father performed, and 
therefore it is fitting for G-d to be kind to his son 
as a result of it. 

As G-d said to Yehu the son of Nimshi  (in Melochim 
2, 10:30): “Your descendants of the fourth genera-
tion shall occupy the throne of Israel” and as it 
says (in Mishlei 20:7): “He who walks innocently 
is righteous; fortunate are his sons after him.” 
Likewise, it says (in Tehilim 37:25): “I was young, 
I also aged, and I have not seen a righteous man 
forsaken and his seed seeking bread.”

Sometimes, G-d makes wicked people prosper for 
the purpose of testing those tricksters who pre-
tend to be righteous so that they can deceive others 
and those who hide their wickedness out of fear of 
other people. When these people see this (i.e., the 
success of the wicked), they hasten to turn away 
from the service of the Creator, and try to appease 
the wicked people and learn from their ways. 

דֹון ֶאְצלֹו ַעד  ּקָ ֶרְך ַהּפִ ְהֶיה ַעל ּדֶ ּתִ ְוֵיׁש ׁשֶ

יק ִיְהֶיה  ן ַצּדִ ֵרְך ּבֵ ן לֹו ָהֵאל ִיְתּבָ ּתֵ ּיִ ׁשֶ

יק  ָאַמר  "ָיִכין ְוַצּדִ מֹו ׁשֶ ָראּוי ָלּה, ּכְ

ׁש" )איוב כז, יז(, ְוָאַמר "ְוַלחֹוֵטא  ִיְלּבָ

ָנַתן ִעְנָין ֶלֱאסֹוף ְוִלְכנֹוס ָלֵתת ְלטֹוב ִלְפֵני 

ָהֱאלִֹהים" )קהלת ב, כו(.

דֹוָלה  ה ַהּגְ ּבָ ְהֶיה ַהּסִ ּתִ ר ׁשֶ ְוֶאְפׁשָ

תּוב  ּכָ מֹו ׁשֶ ִסּבֹות מֹותֹו ְוָרָעתֹו, ּכְ ּבְ ׁשֶ

מּור ִלְבָעָליו ְלָרָעתֹו" )קהלת  ר ׁשָ "עֹשֶׁ

ה, יב(.

ה  ְהֶיה ְלַהֲאִריְך ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתַעּלֶ ּתִ ר ׁשֶ ְוֶאְפׁשָ

מֹו  ׁשּוב ְוִיְהֶיה ָראּוי ָלּה, ּכְ ּיָ לֹו ַעד ׁשֶ

ה.  ֶ ַדְעּתָ ֵמִעְנַין ְמַנּשׁ ּיָ ׁשֶ

ַדם ָאִביו ְוָהָיה  ּקָ ְהֶיה ְלֶחֶסד ׁשֶ ּתִ ְוֵיׁש ׁשֶ

ֲעבּורֹו,  ָראּוי ְלֵהיִטיב ִלְבנֹו ּבַ

ֵני ְרִביִעים  י "ּבְ ן ִנְמׁשִ ָאַמר ְלֵיהּוא ּבֶ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

ָרֵאל" )מלכים ב'  א ִיׂשְ ּסֵ בּו ְלָך ַעל ּכִ ֵיׁשְ

ֵרי  יק ַאׁשְ ֻתּמֹו ַצּדִ ְך ּבְ י, ל(, ְוָאַמר "ִמְתַהּלֵ

ָבָניו ַאֲחָריו" )משלי כ, ז(, ְוָאַמר "ַנַער 

יק ֶנֱעָזב  י ְולֹא ָרִאיִתי ַצּדִ ם ָזַקְנּתִ ָהִייִתי ּגַ

ׁש ָלֶחם" )תהלים לז, כה(. ְוַזְרעֹו ְמַבּקֶ

ְרִמית  י ַהּתַ ְהֶיה ְלַנּסֹות ַאְנׁשֵ ּתִ ְוֵיׁש ׁשֶ

ֵהם רֹוִאים ֶזה  ׁשֶ ְצּפּוִנים ָהָרִעים, ּכְ ְוַהּמַ

ים  ְמַמֲהִרים ָלסּור ֵמֲעבֹוַדת ַהּבֹוֵרא ְוָחׁשִ

ע ְוִלְלמֹוד  י ָהֶרׁשַ ְלִהְתַרּצֹות ֶאל ַאְנׁשֵ

יֶהם,  ֲעׂשֵ ִמּמַ
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As a result it will become clear as to who is the 
wholehearted in his service of G-d and it will be-
come apparent as to who is loyal in his service of 
G-d, when they tolerate those times when others 
rule over them and embarrass them for it. He will 
receive reward from the Creator for this, as you 
know from the story of Eliyahu who was pursued 
by Izevel, and likewise with Yirmiyahu who was 
persecuted by the rulers of his generation. Choos-
ing an occupation: What do you love doing?

Since it has been demonstrated above, that peo-
ple are obligated to make efforts to engage in 
the means of obtaining their livelihood and other 
needs, we will now explain that not every per-
son is obligated to pursue each means of obtain-
ing one’s livelihood, as there are many different 
means in which one can engage in.

Some of those means are relatively easy, as they en-
tail little exertion, such as selling merchandise in 
the store, or engaging in types of handiwork that 
involve little exertion such as sewing, weaving, 
writing  or storing merchandise and safeguarding 
it until it goes up in value. Other examples of easy 
occupations include those who contract share-
croppers and other workers to work the land and 
those who are responsible to oversee the workers 
who are working the land.

However, there are other means of obtaining one’s 
livelihood which involve much toil and exertion, 
such as tanning skins, mining iron and copper 
from the depths of the ground, refining silver us-
ing lead, lifting heavy loads, regular long distance 
travel, working the land and plowing it and the 
like.

For a person who is physically strong, but intel-
lectually weak, it is appropriate that he chooses 
one of those occupations (mentioned above) that 
require toil, but only as much as he can tolerate.

ֱאָמן  ָבר ֵלאלִֹהים ְוֵיָרֶאה ַהּנֶ ֵרר ַהּנָ ְוִיְתּבָ

ֹוְלִטין ּבֹו  ּשׁ ָסְבלֹו ֵעת ׁשֶ ֲעבֹוָדתֹו, ּבְ ּבַ

ָכר ֵמַהּבֹוֵרא  ל ׂשָ ין אֹותֹו, ִויַקּבֵ ׁשִ ּוְמַבּיְ

הּו  ַדְעּתָ ֵמִעְנַין ֵאִלּיָ ּיָ מֹו ׁשֶ ה ַעל ֶזה, ּכְ ִיְתַעּלֶ

ִעם ִאיֶזֶבל, ְוִיְרְמָיהּו ִעם ַמְלֵכי דֹורֹו.

ּבֹות  ְלּגּול ַעל ַהּסִ ֵרר ִחּיּוב ַהּגִ ִהְתּבָ ֵכיָון ׁשֶ

ל ָאָדם  י ֵאין ּכָ ה ּכִ ֵני ָאָדם, ְנָבֵאר ַעּתָ ַעל ּבְ

ֶרף, ּבֹות ַהּטֶ ה ִמּסִ ל ִסּבָ ר ַעל ּכָ ב ְלַחּזֵ ַחּיָ

ְרָחן  ּטָ ּבֹות ַרּבֹות, ֵמֶהן ְנַקּלֹות ׁשֶ י ַהּסִ ּכִ

ֲחנּות, אֹו ְמֶלאֶכת  ְסחֹוָרה ּבַ ְמַעט, ּכִ

ְתִפיָרה ּוְכִאחּוי,  ְרָחּה ְמַעט ּכִ ּטָ ָיד ׁשֶ

ִכיר  ְסָחִרים ּוׂשְ ְפרּות ְוִאּצּור ַהּמִ ְוַהּסִ

ֲעבֹוַדת  ים ּבַ ׁשִ ּמָ ַ ָהֲאִריִסים ְוַהּפֹוֲעִלים ְוַהּשׁ

ָהֲאָדָמה. 

ִעּבּוד  ֶהן ְיִגיָעה ְוטַֹרח, ּכְ ּוֵמֶהן ִסּבֹות ֵיׁש ּבָ

ת  ֹחשֶׁ ְרֶזל ְוַהּנְ ָהעֹורֹות, ְוהֹוָצַאת ַהּבַ

ֶסף  ְוָהעֹוֶפֶרת ִמן מֹוָצֵאיֶהם, ְוִזּקּוק ַהּכֶ

ֵבדֹות,  אֹות ַהּכְ ּשָׂ עֹוֶפֶרת, ְוָנׂשֹוא ַהּמַ ּבָ

ִמיד, ַוֲעבֹוַדת  ְדָרִכים ְרחֹוִקים ּתָ ְוֶלֶכת ּבִ

ָתּה, ְוַכּיֹוֵצא ָבֶהם. ָהֲאָדָמה ַוֲחִריׁשָ

ׁש  גּופֹו ְוַחּלָ ֵני ָאָדם ָחָזק ּבְ הּוא ִמּבְ ּוִמי ׁשֶ

ׁש ּבֹו ִמן  ּיֵ ֶ ָרתֹו, ָראּוי לֹו ֵמֶהן ַמה ּשׁ ַהּכָ ּבְ

כֹול ִלְסּבֹול,  ּיָ ִפי ׁשֶ ַהְיִגיָעה ּכְ
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Conversely, one who is physically weak but has 
strong intellect  should not pursue those means 
of livelihood that tire out the body, instead he 
should turn to those occupations which are eas-
ier on the body, and will therefore be able to en-
gage in constantly. 

In truth, every person has more of a desire for one 
type of work or commerce than others, which the 
Almighty has ingrained in his very nature to love 
and cherish. 

So too, we find by other living creatures, that G-d 
ingrained in their very nature, the means with 
which they sustain themselves, like that which He 
ingrained in the nature of a cat to prey on mice, 
in the nature of the hawk to prey on those birds 
which are fitting for it, and in the nature of the 
deer to prey on snakes. Likewise, there are cer-
tain birds which will only prey on fish. In a similar 
fashion, G-d ingrained in the nature of each and 
every living species a predisposition and a desire 
for one of the species of plants or living creatures 
so that they shall serve as its source of food.

Even the makeup of the body and limbs of each 
species of living creatures are such, so that they 
are fit for the consumption of the food that it is 
in their nature to eat, as is evidenced by the long 
mouths and long legs of the bird which preys on 
fish , by the teeth and sharp nails of the lion, and 
by the horns of the bull and the ram.  However, 
those animals whose food is from vegetation, G-d 
did not give them body parts to use as instruments 
with which to hunt and prey.

In a similar manner, you will find that the vari-
ous character traits of people and the makeup of 
their bodies are each suited for a specific type of 
business or work. 

ָרתֹו ֲחָזָקה,  גּופֹו ְוַהּכָ ׁש ּבְ הּוא ַחּלָ ּוִמי ׁשֶ

ַע  ַיּגֵ ּמְ ֶ ֶרף ַמה ּשׁ ּבֹות ַהּטֶ ׁש ִמּסִ ַאל ְיַבּקֵ

ְהֶיה ַקל ַעל ּגּופֹו  ּיִ ֶ ה ֶאל ַמה ּשׁ ּגּופֹו, ַאְך ִיּטֶ

ְויּוַכל ְלַהְתִמיד ָעָליו. 

ְמָלאָכה אֹו ְסחֹוָרה  ּוְלָכל ָאָדם ֵיׁש ֵחֶפץ ּבִ

יַע ָהֵאל ָלּה  ָבר ִהְטּבִ י זּוָלָתּה, ּכְ ְלּתִ ִמּבִ

ה,  ִטְבעֹו ַאֲהָבה ְוִחּבָ ּבְ

ֶטַבע  יַע ּבְ ִהְטּבִ מֹו ׁשֶ ים, ּכְ ָאר ַהַחּיִ ׁשְ ְוֵכן ּבִ

ץ  ִרים, ּוְבֶטַבע ַהּנֵ ֶהָחתּול ֵציַדת ָהַעְכּבָ

ָראּוי לֹו ִמן ָהעֹוף, ּוְבֶטַבע  ֶ ֵציַדת ַמה ּשׁ

ים, ְוֵכן ֵיׁש ִמן ָהעֹופֹות  ָחׁשִ ל ֵציַדת ַהּנְ ָהַאּיָ

ֶטַבע ִמין ּוִמין  ִגים ְלָבד, ְוֵכן ּבְ צּודּו ַהּדָ ּיָ ׁשֶ

יֵני  ה ְוַתֲאָוה ֶאל ִמין ִמּמִ ים ְנִטּיָ יֵני ַהַחּיִ ִמּמִ

ַבע ָעָליו ִלְהיֹות  ים, ַהּטֶ ָמִחים ְוַהַחּיִ ַהּצְ

ה ִלְמזֹונֹו ִסּבָ

ָבר ַההּוא,  ּוְתכּוַנת ּגּופֹו ְוֵאָבָריו ְראּוִיין ַלּדָ

הּוא  ֹוק ָהָארְֹך ָלעֹוף ׁשֶ ה ָהָארְֹך ְוַהּשׁ ּפֶ ּכַ

ּפֶֹרן ֶהָחָזק  ן ְוַהּצִ ֵ ִגים, ְוַכּשׁ ָצד ֶאת ַהּדָ

ר ּתּוַכן  ֹור ְוָלַאִיל, ַוֲאׁשֶ ָרַנִים ַלּשׁ ָלֲאִרי, ְוַהּקְ

ִיד  ֵלי ַהּצַ ַמח לֹא ָנַתן לֹו ּכְ ְמזֹונֹו ִמן ַהּצֶ

ֶרף.  ְוַהּטֶ

ֵני ָאָדם  ְמָצא ִמּדֹות ּבְ ה ּתִ ְמיֹון ַהּזֶ ְוַעל ַהּדִ

ְוגּופֹוָתם מּוָכנֹות ִלְסחֹורֹות ְוִלְמָלאכֹות. 
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One who finds that his character traits and na-
ture are suited for a certain work and also by na-
ture desires it, and whose body is suited for it, and 
is able to tolerate the exertion which is required 
for it, should pursue it and make it his means for 
obtaining his livelihood. 

He should tolerate both its pleasant aspects as 
well as it’s difficult aspects. He shouldn’t become 
sick with it, if at times it doesn’t sufficiently pro-
vide for his sustenance. Rather he should rely on 
the Almighty, that he will provide him with suffi-
cient livelihood for his entire life. 

Attitude towards one’s work

When one’s mind and body are occupied with 
the means of obtaining one’s livelihood as well as 
when he is pursuing those means, he should have 
in mind that he is doing so in order to fulfillll the 
commandment of the Creator who instructed a 
person to engage himself in worldly means of ob-
taining his livelihood, such as the working of the 
land, plowing it and sowing it. As it is written (in 
Bereshit 2:15): “The L-rd, G-d took the man, and 
He placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and to guard it”. 

Likewise, G-d instructed a person to use out the 
living creatures for his benefit and food,  for the 
development of the countries, and to prepare 
food from them. He instructed us to use women, 
by cohabiting with them for the purpose of bear-
ing children.

ִמּדֹוָתיו ְוִטְבעֹו ּכֶֹסף ֶאל  ּמֹוֵצא ּבְ ּוִמי ׁשֶ

ָלאכֹות ְוִיְהֶיה גּופֹו ָראּוי ָלּה  ְמָלאָכה ֵמַהּמְ

ים  ר ָעֶליָה ְוָיׂשִ ְויּוַכל ִלְסּבֹו ֶאת ָטְרָחּה, ְיַחּזֵ

ה ַלֲהָבַאת ְמזֹונֹו,  אֹוָתּה ִסּבָ

ְוִיְסּבֹול ָמְתָקּה ּוְמִרירּוָתּה, ְוַאל ָיקּוץ 

ים, ַאְך  ְקָצת ָהִעּתִ ֶרף ּבִ ּנּו ַהּטֶ ַנע ִמּמֶ ּמָ ּיִ ׁשֶ ּכְ

ל ְיֵמי  יק לֹו ַטְרּפֹו ּכָ ְסּפִ ּיַ אלִֹהים ׁשֶ ִיְבַטח ּבֵ

יו. ַחּיָ

ּבֹות  ה ִמן ַהּסִ ִסּבָ ת ִלּבֹו ְוגּופֹו ּבְ ִטְרּדַ ן ּבְ ִויַכּוֵ

ִמְצַות ַהּבֹוֵרא  ּבּוב ָעֶליָה, ַלֲעמֹוד ּבְ ְוַהּסִ

ִסּבֹות ָהעֹוָלם,  ק ּבְ ה ָהָאָדם ְלִהְתַעּסֵ ּוָ ּצִ ׁשֶ

ָתּה ּוְזִריָעָתּה,  ֲעבֹוַדת ָהֲאָדָמה ַוֲחִריׁשָ ּכַ

ח ה' ֱאלִֹהים ֶאת ָהָאָדם  ּקַ תּוב "ַוּיִ ּכָ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

ְמָרּה"  יֵחהּו ְבַגן ֵעֶדן ְלָעְבָדּה ּוְלׁשָ ּנִ ַוּיַ

)בראשית ב, טו(, 

ים  ֲעֵלי ַחּיִ ָאר ּבַ ׁשְ ׁש ּבִ ּמֵ ּתַ ּוְלִהׁשְ

ִדינֹות ַוֲהָכַנת  תֹוֲעלֹוָתיו ּוְמזֹוָניו ּוִבְנַין ַהּמְ ּבְ

ים ְוִלְבעֹול  ׁשִ ּנָ ׁש ּבַ ּמֵ ּתַ זֹונֹות, ּוְלִהׁשְ ַהּמְ

ַרע. אֹוָתן ְלַהְרּבֹות ַהּזֶ
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A person will be rewarded for doing these actions 
when his intention in doing them is for the sake 
of G-d. He will be rewarded, regardless of whether 
or not he achieves that which he desired, as it is 
written (in Tehillim 128:2): “If you eat the toil of 
your hands, you are praiseworthy, and it is good 
for you,”  and as the Rabbis of blessed memory 
said (in the Mishna Avot 2:12): “All your deeds 
should be for the sake of Heaven.” 

When his intention is for the sake of Heaven, then 
his reliance on G-d will be wholesome, and his ef-
forts in engaging with the various means to ob-
tain his livelihood will not in any way harm his 
trust in G-d.

A person shouldn’t think that his livelihood hing-
es upon the specific means of livelihood that he 
chose for himself, and that were that means to be 
withheld from him, then his livelihood would not 
come through other means. Instead, he should 
rely on G-d that he will sustain him.

He should also recognize that from the perspec-
tive of the Creator, all the various means are 
equal, and He can sustain him in whichever one 
of these means that He chooses and at any time 
that He chooses, and in any manner in which He 
decides.

As Scripture says (in Shmuel 1, 14:6): “For with the 
L-rd there is no limitation to save with many or 
with few,” and as it says (in Devarim 8:18): “For it 
is He that gives you strength to make wealth,” and 
as it says (in Zecharya 4:6): “‘Not by military force 
and not by physical strength, but by My spirit,’ 
says the L-rd of Hosts.”

ֶהם ֵלאלִֹהים  ָנתֹו ּבָ ּוָ ר ַעל ּכַ ּכָ ְוִיְהֶיה ִנׂשְ

ֵמר לֹו ֶחְפצֹו  ּגָ ּיִ ין ׁשֶ ִלּבֹו ּוַמְצּפּונֹו,  ּבֵ ּבְ

תּוב  ּכָ מֹו ׁשֶ ֵמר לֹו ֶחְפצֹו, ּכְ ּלֹא ִיּגָ ין ׁשֶ ּבֵ

ֶריָך ְוטֹוב  י ֹתאֵכל ַאׁשְ יָך ּכִ ּפֶ "ְיִגיַע ּכַ

ָלְך" )תהלים קכח, ב(, ְוָאְמרּו ַרּבֹוֵתינּו 

ם  יָך ִיְהיּו ְלׁשֵ ִזְכרֹוָנם ִלְבָרָכה "ְוָכל ַמֲעׂשֶ

ָמִים" )משנה אבות ב, יב(.  ׁשָ

יֶקּנּו  ֵלם, ְולֹא ַיּזִ אלִֹהים ׁשָ ְטחֹונֹו ּבֵ ְוִיְהֶיה ּבִ

ֶהם  ּבֹות ַלֲהָבַאת ַטְרּפֹו ּבָ ּבּוב ַעל ַהּסִ ַהּסִ

ִלּבֹו ּוַמְצּפּונֹו  ֶהם ּבְ ן ּבָ הּוא ְמַכּוֵ ׁשֶ ְמאּוָמה ּכְ

ַמִים.  ם ׁשָ ְלׁשֵ

ה  י ַטְרּפֹו ָמֳעָמד ַעל ִסּבָ ְוַאל ַיְחׁשֹוב ּכִ

ּנּו  ה ַהִהיא ִמּמֶ ּבָ ַנע ַהּסִ ּמָ ִאם ּתִ ְידּוָעה ְוׁשֶ

ה ַאֶחֶרת, ֲאָבל ִיְבַטח ַעל  ִסּבָ לֹא ָיבֹא ּבְ

ַטְרּפֹו, ָהֱאלִֹהים ּבְ

וֹות,  ן ֵאֶצל ַהּבֹוֵרא ׁשָ ּלָ ּבֹות ּכֻ י ַהּסִ ְוֵיַדע ּכִ

ְרֶצה  ּיִ ְרֶצה ֵמֶהן ּוְבֵעת ׁשֶ ּיִ ֶ ַמה ּשׁ ַיְטִריֵפהּו ּבְ

ְרֶצה,  ּיִ ֵמֵאיֶזה ִעְנָין ׁשֶ

תּוב "ֵאין ַלה' ַמְעצֹור  ָאַמר ַהּכָ מֹו ׁשֶ ּכְ

ַרב אֹו ִבְמָעט" )שמואל א' יד,  יַע ּבְ ְלהֹוׁשִ

י הּוא ַהּנֹוֵתן ְלָך ּכַֹח ַלֲעׂשֹות  ו(, ְוָאַמר "ּכִ

ָחִיל" )דברים ח, יח(, ְוָאַמר "לֹא ְבַחִיל 

רּוִחי ָאַמר ה' ְצָבאֹות"  י ִאם ּבְ ְולֹא ְבכַֹח ּכִ

)זכריה ד, ו(.

http://Gateoftrust.org
mailto:Gateoftrust.org?subject=

