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On the Essence of Chasidus,
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on the Chasidic holiday of Yud-Tes Kislev 5726 (1965).
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THE CREATIVE CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHASIDUS
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Many explanations have heretofore been given con-
cerning the nature of Chasidus, and the creative con-
tribution which distinguishes it from those parts of
the Torah which had been previously revealed. And
among them one finds the following:

1) In the times of the Baal Shem Tov the world was
in a state of spiritual “unconsciousness,” and through
the revelations of the Baal Shem Tov and the teach-
ings of Chasidus the world was aroused from this
condition.

2) “A Chasid is one who does more than what is re-
quired by the letter of the law” (As our Sages of
blessed memory have said: “The one who burns them
[nail parings] is a Chasid, even though he might be
harmed thereby)

3) “The distinctive quality of Chasidus is that one’s
natural faculties are transformed into G-dly facul-
ties.” As the Alter Rebbe [R. Schneur Zalman of Li-
adi], author of the Tanya and Shulchan Aruch said,
“The entire idea of Chasidus is to change the nature
of one’s attributes.” This means to change not only
one’s natural characteristics themselves, but also the
very “nature of one’s character.”

4) The teachings of Chasidus created the possibility
for every person, including even one who does not
possess a lofty soul and who has not purified him-
self, to be able to grasp and comprehend G-dliness.
By explaining the ideas of the “esoteric” part of Torah,
and making them accessible to the intellect through
examples and analogies corresponding to the facul-
ties and characteristics of the soul—as it is written,
“From my flesh I perceive G-d”—Chasidus enabled
every one to comprehend even this part of Torah.
Not only can one grasp it with the intelligence found
in his G-dly soul, but also with the intelligence of his
intellectual soul—and further, he can even compre-
hend it with the intelligence possessed by his animal
soul.
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