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CHASIDUS AS A NEW “LIFE-FORCE”
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As has been said previously [in Chapter IV], from the
reward for (the dissemination of) Chasidus we can
know its essential nature. Now, all of the innovations
which Chasidus introduced ([a] into the Torah—
which includes bringing the “esoteric” part to open
revelation; [b] into the service of man—behavior be-
yond that which is required by the letter of the law,
and changing the nature of one’s character; [c] into
the world in general—the arousal of the world from
its spiritual “unconsciousness”) were not separate in-
novations originating individually and independently.
Chasidus, rather, is a new life-force, an “essential en-
ergy” of the state of Yechidah.

Consequently, when this new flow of life was brought
into the world (general Chasidus through the Baal
Shem Tov, the Maggid of Mezritch et al.; and after-
ward, the teachings of Chabad Chasidus through the
“new soul” of Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, whose
liberation we commemorate and celebrate today),
all aspects of the world then began to live with a new
vitality— an “essential life-force.” And thereby, [from
the all-pervasive flow of this essential life-force,] all of
those innovations were engendered.
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OIL: AMETAPHOR FOR CHASIDUS
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For the same reason [that it is the Essence of the life-
force], Chasidus is compared to oil, which represents
the “secret of secrets.”

Oil symbolizes the distilled essence of everything.
Hence it necessarily possesses the following two char-
acteristics: on the one hand, it is in itself distinct and
separate from everything (for were it to be bound to
any one particular thing, it could not then be the es-
sential aspect of every thing); yet at the same time, be-
cause it is “essence,” it must also pervade and be found
within everything, for the essence, by definition, exists
and is found everywhere.
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This concept, like all matters pertaining to the Inner
Torah, is also expressed in the Revealed Torah, even in
an actual halachah [a practical law]: on the one hand,
oil does not mix with any liquids, and conversely, it
penetrates into all matter.

And thus, Chasidus is likened to oil, for it also pos-
sesses these two properties. By virtue of its nature as
Essence, it does not mix with any other thing—it is
the essential core of the life-force, higher than any ra-
diation and reflection. And on the other hand, Chasi-
dus diffuses into and permeates every single thing, as
explained above.
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