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THE FOUR LEVELS OF TORAH INTERPRETATION (PARDES)
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The life and vitality which the teachings of Chasidus
infuse into all aspects of the world (the “miniature
world” of man, and the “real,’literal world) issue from
the vitality that Chasidus infuses into all the elements
of the Torah and are generated from that life-force—
for all the elements of Creation are drawn from and
are derived through the Torah.

In the Torah itself there are four levels of interpreta-
tion: peshat, remez, drush and sod, and the teachings
of Chasidus imbue each one with life and vitality.

That is, in addition to the explanations which Chasi-
dus gives to various subjects within all four parts of
the Torah (which negates the common misconception
that Chasidus arose in order to explain only the “eso-
teric” part of the Torah)—

the learning of Chasidus also infuses life into every
subject (in all the parts of Pardes [the acronym for
peshat, remez, drush, sod]) which we learn in the To-
rah, and the subject then “lives” in an entirely differ-
ent manner, with an Essential life-force. This vitality
strikingly illuminates and profoundly deepens one’s
understanding of the idea.

An analogy to this concept of additional illumination
and vitality in the Revealed part of the Torah, and in a
practical law, is as follows:

“The entire service of Yom Kippur is only acceptable
when done by him” (the High Priest). In the same
manner that the holiness of Yom Kippur is effective for
the special services of Yom Kippur, it also affects the
daily and extra (Shabbat) sacrifices that are in them-
selves connected to all the regular days of the year;
they, too, become sanctified through the sanctity of
Yom Kippur.

The same is true of Chasidus, the “Shabbat Shabbaton”
of the Torah: it likewise affects and influences all the
parts of the Torah. For the four parts of Pardes are the
four levels of the Nefesh, Ruach, Neshamah and Chaya
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of the Torah, and Chasidus is the Torah’s Yechi-
dah; and the manifestation and revelation of the
Yechidah elevates all the other four levels of Na-
RaNaCh, as explained above.
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