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298 THE LETTER & THE SPIRIT

Brooklyn, Ny \

Greeting and Blessing: |
take this opportunity to send you my prayerful wisheg for , \

Ihappy and blessed New Yeat.

In my E/4/ message this year-end, I referred to Sbe’”i#ab \l
(Sabbatical Year) about which we read on Sabbath when the mong, \
of Elulwas blessed. I call attention to its special significance this vear |
being the year of Shemittah. ¢

The gist of the message, which I trust will interest you, is thag
the institution of Shemittah may be applied by us in our relationshjp
with G-d.
Two of the basic laws of Shemittah are: a) all outstanding persong|
debts are automatically rescinded by virtue of Shemittah, which takes
effect at the end of this consecrated yeat, the very last moment of it. b
debts which have been filed with the Beth Din (court) are not affected
by Shemittah and are collectable.

In our relationship with G-d, we are debtots and G —d is the

Creditor, G-d’s blessings are given to us on credit and G-d desires
us to earn His favors rather than obtain them as charity. (Cf. Aboth

ch.3) “...Everything is given against a pledge ...the store is open, the
storekeeper gives on credit, the ledger us open, the hand records and
whoever wants to borrow may borrow...”

We repay for G-d’s blessings in kind: for the blessing of children
— by bringing them up in Torab-true tradition; for the blessing of life -
by leading a Torah-true life; for the blessing of sustenance — by giviog
a part of our earnings (10 to 20% at least) to #zedoko.

However, the debtor may be negligent in repaying his debt
the A-mighty. Aware of human weakness, the metciful G-d insn'tutt?d
a Shemittah, which automatically wipes out all indebtedness. This,
howevet, is subject to the laws of Shemittah mentioned above. Thet®
is time to make amends before the end of the year — this is the most
honorable thing to do. If not done, however, one should try to make
certain that his debts ate no filed in the Heav  but even 0%
to the letter of strict justice and deals with his del

consideration.
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Cordially yours,

— -mam



