Integrating the Torah
with One’s Self
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This letter was addressed to Rabbi
Chaim Mendel Rosenberg

By the grace of G-d
14 Mar-Cheshvan, 5715
Brooklyn

Greetings and Blessings,

In response to your letter from 8
Mar-Cheshvan, may it be Hashem’s
will that you succeed in your Divine
service: supervising the students of
Yeshivas Toras Emes.

It is already well known that the re-
sponsibility of the Mashgiach is many
times greater than that of the teach-
ers and Rosh Yeshiva, whose respon-
sibilities are to learn Torah with the
students and to teach. To this there
is not as much opposition from the
“other side,” since Torah is bread
from Heaven and the words of To-
rah cannot become impure, having
no waste. Also, in regards to the stu-
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dent, things do not matter as much
to [the “other side”], being that if,
G-d forbid, they will not merit, [the
Torah] becomes for them.... In con-
trast, the Mashgiach must ensure that
the Torah will teach [the student], as
the expression of our holy Nessi'im,
that the Torah becomes integrat-
ed with him to the point of being
called “his Torah,” being that Torah
and Jews are one. The Yetzer Hara
tights against this, pulling the Nefesh
HaBehamis with him —with all of his
strength. However, being that the
Sages say, “even an [insignificant of-
ficial such as an] irrigation officer is
appointed by Heaven,” [how much
more so] is it certain that you were
bestowed with the abilities to fulfill
this mission, and the matter is only
dependent on your goodwill. Hash-
em will make you so successful that
after a short time you will be able to
say, “see the products which I grew.”

With blessing; I await good news,

P.S. It is certainly unnecessary to
make you aware that the body and
soul of Torah are similar to the phys-
ical life of the body, where even the
body’s own vitality is strengthened
and increased by a revelation of the
soul’s vitality.
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