Mesiras Nefesh is
Certainly Inherited
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Blessings and Greetings,

Your letter from 18 Mar-Cheshvan
was just received. I was pleased to
read in the conclusion that they are
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It is self-understood and obvious
thatIprotest with all of my strength
the phrase at the end of your letter,
“the sea of apathy which is already
among us.” Surely, even in your
opinion, this is more of a poetic
phrase than actually describing the
situation. Nonetheless, I affirm my
protest even against using such a
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phrase poetically. The Yetzer Hara of
every person often uses this argument
to reason that although he has a slight
hope to change, due to his current sit-
uation, it is not worthwhile to strug-
gle being that victory is so distant and
difficult.

The foundation for my protest is: For
all of these who stem from a Jewish,
Chassidishe home, or from a Jewish
family in general, who very recently
stood with Mesiras Nefesh for multiple
months, how much more so for many
years, it is impossible that this was
not implanted in their souls. It is also
impossible that this was not trans-
ferred to their sons and daughters as
well, being that the characteristics of
fathers —especially those expressed in
daily life for a considerable time —are
imbued in the souls of their sons and
daughters, becoming a part of them.
Although this is not experienced in a
revealed manner when they are placed
in different circumstances which do
not require Mesiras Nefesh for every
move, on the inside, it remains com-
plete. Anything gained as the result of
a life-threatening struggle under dif-
ficult living conditions is impossible
to remove and uproot, even willfully.
How much more so is it impossible
for it to naturally disappear.

All of this, as it relates to them: Their
parents endured a difficult battle for
decades and emerged completely
victorious. A large portion of the chil-
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dren—of you— also took part in this
battle to not assimilate into the sur-
roundings, whether actively or pas-
sively; the tendencies are engraved
on the slate of their hearts and within
the depths of their souls. However,
afterwards, they entered even more
favorable circumstances of life, trick-
ing them that there is no current need
to fight for their very existence since
there is no one persecuting them and
clearly forcing them to convert from
their religion, G-d forbid. Then, the
instincts which alert them of a threat
to their life went to sleep, as is human
nature.

Therefore, the threat from an enemy
who presents himself as a friend is
much greater. The same applies to
their situation. If they would be con-
fronted with matters which clearly
affront their religious fundamentals,
they would certainly not even engage
with arguments and replies. They
would simply reply “no" with convic-
tion. However, being that this begins
with trivial matters —from their per-
spective—and with small deviations
from the path of the King, the King
of the world being The Holy One,
blessed be He, there is justification for
people to fool themselves by saying,
“for myself, there is no concern that I
will stray from the beaten path. This is
only a slight deviation. And even so,
when I will desire, I will return to the
path of our ancestors, the way of To-
rah and Mitzvos.”
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The saying of my esteemed father-in-
law, the Rebbe of blessed memory, is
already well known: When a person
from the capitol city finds himself lost
in a thick forest full of carnivorous
animals and plunderous men, he did
not arrive in such circumstances sud-
denly. It is impossible for someone in
the capitol city to be spontaneously
relocated to a deep forest. The system
is first he leaves the city, and then he
strays slightly from the king’s road,
the beaten path. Being that he began
to deviate, proceeding on this way
even without realizing, he begins to
deviate more and more, straying from
the road to the lane and from the lane
to the trail, until he eventually finds
himself far from civilization, even
from the ways of others. He then re-
alizes that he is surrounded by wild
animals and is endangered by his ev-
ery move.

The analogue is self-understood.

[We are now] in the days preceding
the great day of Yud Tes Kislev, the
day of the Alter Rebbe’s liberation,
who was arrested for his desire to
spread the wellsprings of the Baal
Shem Tov and the teachings of Chas-
sidus, its directions and customs, to
each and every member of the Jewish
People. His liberation is also a victo-
ry for his approach. May it be Hash-
em’s will that they will understand
themselves, not just their external
garments, but their internal self and
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the essence of their souls which is
conscious of all matters holy to the
Jewish People, to Torah and all of
its Mitzvos and directions. May they
find sufficient courage in their souls
not to be embarrassed by scoffers,
to display in every aspect of their
life that they are proud of being
raised in Chassidishe homes and to
conduct themselves accordingly in
their daily lives. The matter is only
dependent on their desire.

With blessing for success in this ser-
vice—soon and quickly; it should
also bring success to all of their oth-
er endeavors.

My personal takeaway
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