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Utilize Your Abilities
Properly

Igros Kodesh Vol. 10 pp 236-39

LETTER #15: SUNDAY EVENING, 24 ADAR I1 - MARCH 27

92

By the grace of G-d
18 Teves, 5715
Brooklyn

Blessings and Greetings!

In response to your letter from 26
Kislev—after a very long silence
which is unacceptable even after
evaluating your excuses; however,
we do not protest the past, and you
will surely rectify things for the fu-
ture:

[In regards to] what you write that
you need to be careful about the
manner of your writing, this only
applies when writing diplomatical-
ly about things with merely external
implications; therefore, the focus is
on the presentation of the writing
and the feigned honor. This is not
so with matters associated with the
heart’s feelings, especially those as-
sociated with the destiny of young
souls. They have yet to set out on
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their path in life, and every detail [of
their education] is therefore able to af-
fect them for decades. Indeed, make-
up and beauty products cover over the
true circumstances and lead to degen-
eration, not improvement.

I was pleased by what you write that
the situation has improved in some re-
spects, primarily the deep connection
of the youth group participants with
the direction and customs of Chassi-
dus. The necessity for Kabolas Ol, in
the words of our Nesi'im, “preceding
Nishmah with Na’aseh,” is explained in
many places, not just in Chassidus, but
also in secular books on ethics. None-
theless, it is certainly unnecessary to
emphasize again that the intention is
obviously not to torment oneself and
to constantly break one’s body and
soul, rather only to prepare the path
for promoting the spiritual over the
corporeal, the true over the false, and
automatically, true good (which is
also good in physical life after all) over
evil. However, “a person is born as a
wild donkey,” “forbidden lips drip
honey,” and “(only) her end is bitter
as wormwood.” [Therefore,] the start
must be with action, even with Kabolas
Ol, and the beginning of understand-
ing that this is the path to good and
truth is according to the depth of this
action-focused start. Being that this is
dependent on the soul and nature of
every individual and based on time
and place, it is also self-understood
that it is impossible to establish an
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amount of time for how long the
conduct of Kabolas Ol must contin-
ue.

In regards to what you write about
yourself and the doubts you have
about this: It is already explained
in regard to similar matters that
our portion is good and our lot
beautiful. We were born in the
generation preceding redemption,
after so much light of the Torah,
the Torah of Life, was revealed to
us, especially Chassidus and most
significantly Chabad Chassidus.
It encapsulates the deepest ideas,
even from the Torah’s secrets, in
letters and words which are un-
derstood by all, as long as they so
desire.

In regard to the above, there is a
well known saying of my esteemed
father-in-law, the Rebbe of blessed
memory, said in the name of his fa-
ther, the Rebbe (Rashab), that the
Yetzer Hara sometimes dons a silk-
en garment to trick the person. The
message is that anything which
prevents a person from actual [Di-
vine] service has its source in forc-
es of evil. In our circumstance as
well, the doubts and claims which
completely prevent, or at least
weaken, your actual [Divine] ser-
vice surely do not stem from your
true desire and Yetzer Tov. (In the
Rebbe’s terminology: There can
be a Frum Nefesh HaBehamis, even
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a Chassidishe Nefesh HaBehamis, to the
extent that he can sometimes inspire
a great desire to learn Chassidus or
to thoroughly contemplate an idea of
Chassidus. In truth, these are only the
conspiracies of the Yetzer [Hara] and
the Nefesh HaBehamis’s plots to prevent
one from serving [Hashem], as any-
thing which prevents this is surely only
the Nefesh Habehamis's plots.)

In regard to your question that you
desire to affect others, etc., and in
your opinion, you lack the necessary
knowledge and understanding: Even
if this were true, in this generation in
particular and in every generation in
general, even if one is unable to give
one hundred percent, they must give
whatever possible and Daven to Hash-
em that they will utilize their full po-
tential to add here and there. This is
not a reason to stop influencing, espe-
cially given the situation in the Holy
Land where the open war of secular-
ism against Jewish tradition increases
and strengthens, and there is no per-
mission at all for anyone capable to
desert. If it is not currently within your
capabilities to be the chief officer or an
important officer, it is incumbent upon
you to fulfill the mission given to you
to the best of your abilitiy. And just as
with physical war, this itself prepares
you to elevate in rank, as we can clearly
and publicly observe, no proof neces-
sary. If you merely desire to utilize the
talents and knowledge which you cur-
rently possess to their fullest potential
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and with good intentions, you can
be certain that you will soon see the
fruits, not just with saving one soul
which is also an entire world, but
many, many souls, etc. As I wrote to
you in my previous letter, Hashem
performed all of the good things in
their proper place and time and in
your surroundings. Being that you
merited to be part of the congrega-
tion of Anash and Chabad, this is
where you can satisfy your soul by
completing the task assigned to you
by Heavenly Hashgacha Pratis which
brought you to a certain place at a
certain time. Everyone knows that
the Creator of the world is the ulti-
mate good; therefore, it is obvious
that when He assigns a specific task
to a certain individual, He gives
them the abilities to complete it. If
only you would utilize your capa-
bilities to the fullest extent...

[In regards to] what you write about
your gatherings for young-wom-
en: As experience has shown here
and elsewhere, when you involve
the young women in your work by
having them give a speech or some-
thing similar, this inspires more
excitement and much interest from
their friends.

In regards to the shows which you
arrange every so often: In gener-
al, the matter is very appropriate.
Nonetheless, you must be careful
with issues that others overlook de-
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spite being prohibited by Torah, for
example, for a woman not to wear a
man’s garment, issues of singing in
public, the mixing of genders, and
similar.

In connection with the upcoming tenth
of Shvat, it is worthwhile to suggest to
the girls, at least to the older ones, that
each write an essay about a certain
aspect of the service of my esteemed
father-in-law, the Rebbe of blessed
memory, may his memory guard us
for life. [This can be] his talks, etc.

With blessings for you to increase
your participation in educating girls
according to the desire of our holy
Rebbeim and Nesiim, and may you
see proper reward for your efforts and
much nachas from your children, may
they live; I await good news in all of
the above.

With blessings for promptness in all of
the above.

My personal takeaway

U DI MmN AR Y 123
niRiyn Py 00272 A
172 R¥°)

LIV TPRYT O DY Wp2
niyIT? Y¥RY 17 1Y X320
13 N wRa? oe 3 oy
Y317 7on 2In0n nox 2aw
7922 N7y PW yispn AN
TMIR CHm M YR
PRI Y701 107323 179913

J12173

ABRRAYT PTY 13132
1i%7% DXnn NIYED N2
DWITRT W1 DIl
37 Ay 20 Y A
AamNY PIY TR nm

.2737 922 niaiv Niviray

22731 22 DTR? 12122

- 30 Letters in 30 Days -

55



