Like a

Businessman
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LETTER #17: TUESDAY EVENING, 26 ADAR I - MARCH 29
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By the grace of G-d
27 Teves, 5715
Brooklyn

Greetings and Blessings!

After asilence whichIstill don'tunder-
stand, your letter from Motzei Shabbos
was received. In it, you write in recog-
nition of your obligation to participate
in the initiatives of Chabad, and you
ask how and with what should you
begin. You express uncertainty.

It is self-understood that with such
matters, the manner of service and its
makeup are dependent on the condi-
tions of the place. Therefore, it is sur-
prising that you would ask about this
from overseas.

It is astounding that I need to mention
and bring up the explanation of my
esteemed father-in-law, the Rebbe, on
the precision of our Sage's expression,
“Toil in Torah,” “Toil in Mitzvos.”
This is similar to business conduct:
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The owner does not sit seclud-
ed in a room waiting for some-
one to come and tell him that he
is interested in doing business
with him. On the contrary, he
goes out, constantly searching
for someone who might need the
products of his business. More-
over, he convinces those around
him of the potential benefit and
profit, etc.

When you will endeavor with
this approach, or at least with
how you approach your physical
job and livelihood, meaning what
only the body benefits from, you
will certainly succeed in finding
avenues for your spiritual liveli-
hood, matters of Torah and Mitz-
vos which both the body and the
soul need and benefit from.

[This applies] especially now be-
ing that we are in the days close
to the day of passing on the tenth
[day] of the eleventh month
[Shvat], when the Rebbe’s Ne-
shama ascends from a supernal
world to an even more supernal
world as our Sages say, “[The
righteous] have no rest, they as-
cend from strength to strength.”
All of those associated with him
are automatically also drawn
into this ascent, but it is incum-
bent on them to make a medium
for the ascent and to strive for it
to be revealed in thought, speech,
and action. The main thing is ac-
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tion, being that it is primary, [as in-
dicated in the verse,] “today, to do
them,” and especially because we
are approaching years “about which
we can say | have no desire, these
are the days of Mashiach.” (Shabbos,
151b, see Rashi’s commentary there;
Rambam, Hilchos Teshuva, chs. 8-9,
end of Hilchos Malachim; Avodas Ha-
Kodesh, sec. 2, ch. 38; Iggeres HaKo-
desh, end of epistle 26, et al. Here is
not its place.)

Hashem should give you the mer-
it to share good news in all of the
above. It is self-understood and ob-
vious that all of these matters apply
to every single member of Anash, as
well as anyone who has the ability
to take action, since, specifically in
our generation, this is an obligation
placed on the individual.

With blessings for good news in all
of the above.
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My personal takeaway
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