Clarify and Strengthen
Your Position
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LETTER #4: WEDNESDAY EVENING, EVE OF PURIM, 13 ADAR II - MARCH 16

2’2

By the grace of G-d
6 Mar-Cheshvan, 5715
Brooklyn

Greetings and Blessings,

I received your letter and Pan. My
response was delayed due to the ad-
ditional burdens imposed by the hol-
idays, and as per your request, I will
read your Pan at the holy Tziyon of my
esteemed father-in-law, the Rebbe of
blessed memory.

In regard to what was written in your
Pan and to the content of your letter,
you need to explain to your wife and
to yourself that ultimately, it is im-
possible to be situated on both sides.
You must decide if you will conduct
yourselves like, and to impress, your
neighbors, etc., or if you want to run
your house in a manner which will
find favor in the view of my esteemed
father-in-law, the Rebbe, on whose
Tziyon your Pan will be read. The say-
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ing of the Rebbe Maharash’s, quot-
ed in a letter of my esteemed father-
in-law, the Rebbe, is already well
known: “You want Hashem to obey
me while you do not want to.” elab-
oration is unnecessary.

If you want to understand this sim-
ple matter, the above suffices, and
if you do not want to understand,
even elaboration is futile.

As I wrote to a certain individual
[about] the response, “It was not my
writing, rather... and it is depen-
dant on my wife:” Our Sages ruled
that words which emanate from the
heart enter the heart, and if women
would not sense the weakness of
their husband’s position, not only
would they not oppose something
desirable and good, they would also
assist. One thing which I enjoyed: as
evident from your letter, you seem
to include yourself in the theme of
the Sicha which I said about some-
one who had a dream, etc. May it
be Hashem’s will that your under-
lying Tamim should be awakened
to actual change [together with] the
famous ruling of the Sages, “one’s
wife is regarded as his own body.”

With blessing.
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