Torah Learning Must
Remain Apolitical
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This letter was addressed to Mr.
Mordechai Ritch of Melbourne.

By the grace of G-d
11 Mar-Cheshvan, 5715

Brooklyn
Greetings and Blessings,

I received your —undated —let-
ter, and I was pleased to read
how you are investing energy
in the initiatives of Yeshivas
Oholei Yosef Yitzchak in Mel-
bourne. I hope that this invest-
ment and necessary effort will
bring Hashem’s Brachos and
success. If at all times and in all
places it was necessary to have
a center for Torah learning as-
sociated with Yiras Shamayim,
how much more so now, in our
times and in a place where the
Jewish community is beginning
to grow, must we invest the
greatest energies and properly
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engrave into our minds and
hearts the saying of our Sag-
es, “whoever saves one Jew-
ish soul is considered to have
saved an entire world.”

In the past, Cheder and Yeshiva
served to save a child from be-
coming an unlearned person,
making him into a learned
person and in many instanc-
es, a real scholar. However,
in our times, we unfortunate-
ly must contemplate saving
children from leaving Judaism
altogether. We cannot rely on
one's environment, etc. Rath-
er, we must build fortresses
for them, a Cheder, a Yeshiva,
which will guarantee that they
will stay with Judaism; elabo-
ration on this is extraneous.

To your question as to in which
direction should the finance
committee —set up to support
and expand the Yeshiva—be
influenced to direct their ac-
tions: This depends on the
character and abilities of every
member individually; there-
fore, it is difficult to respond to
this with a general answer. But
you should be sure to restrain
yourself from giving the Yeshi-
va a political stance or a par-
tisan character because Torah
learning is not associated with
politics or partisanship. This
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was one of the foundations for
the success of Lubavitch organi-
zations, being apolitical. When
we think deeply about the fact
that Torah was given equally
to six hundred thousand Jews,
from the greatest to the sim-
plest, and how we all heard the
commandments as one, “I am
Hashem your G-d,” “Remem-
ber the day of Shabbos,” and
“Do not covet,” we realize this
concept, Torah is for every Jew.
“I am Hashem your G-d” must
not only lead to “Remember
the day of Shabbos,” but also to
“Do not Covet.” Likewise, we
cannot observe “Do not covet”
if we have not established “I
am Hashem your G-d” and if
we have not invested all of our
energies to follow “Remember
the day of Shabbos.” Therefore,
we are required to not introduce
trivial matters which sometimes
frighten people away, wheth-
er they are particular parties or
politics, losing the opportunity
to be connected with the Living
Torah and its Mitzvos.

You certainly remember our
conversation, and I hope it is
unnecessary to continue re-
questing of you to toil in the
matters of the Yeshiva Oholei
Yosef Yitzchak according to your
abilities, utilizing your influ-
ence to the fullest degree. Only
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in accordance with the saying of our %3 px ,0V7 PX DIOPRD
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With blessing for success in all of
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