On Preparing for a Career
and Worldly Outlooks
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LETTER #8: SUNDAY EVENING, 17 ADAR Il - MARCH 20

A

By the grace of G-d
11 Mar-Cheshvan, 5715
Brooklyn

Greetings and Blessings,

In response to your letter from 6
Cheshvan: It is self-understood that
I did not come with complaints, par-
ticularly not against your daughter.
Rather, I was expressing my disap-
pointment at the style of education
which leads very young children to
begin thinking about their career. Not
only that, it changes the entire way
of life and education amongst our
community to copy secular outlooks.
Based on the ruling of our Sages, “Af-
ter three is established presumption,”
after observing this characteristic
with your daughter and with your
two sons—may they live—I knew
that “the speech of a child is learned
from their father.”

It is also self-understood that I did not
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come to cry about the past; my inten-
tion was merely to correct from now
on. It should not be presented that a
successful person is someone who has
a proper accounting and clear knowl-
edge of how he will support himself.
(Indeed, this is contrary to the saying
of our Sages, “ A person does not know
how he will support himself,” and the
Alter Rebbe famously explains that
this is similar to the lack of knowledge
about Mashiach’s arrival. Study Igros
Kodesh, ch. 22, where the Alter Rebbe
equates the two. [This approach] also
conflicts with the verse, “The wise do
not have bread,” which the Sages ex-
plain refers to livelihood. Although To-
rah tells us, “Hashem will bless you in
all that you do,” instructing us [that we
must work and] that we must make a
medium [with which to receive Hash-
em’s blessings], it is explained that [the
two verses] are not a contradiction.
Study Sefer Hamitzvos of the Tzemach
Tzedek, p. 106, and Likkutei Torah Ki Te-
itzei on V’gilcha Es Roshah....)

At any rate, from now on your sons
should feel that their destiny in the
world is dependent on the unlimit-
ed and unrestricted Ain Sof, and that
Hashem guarantees that if “you will go
in My ways” —then—"“I will give you
rain...” The hours that your sons will
spend learning and the values which
they will gain from the lessons taught
to them will be far more relevant to
them physically and spiritually. Hash-
em should grant you the success of see-
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ing much Chassidishe Nachas from all ~ pybp x> Y22 mion
of your descendants with a broadened  myx131 ny77 nama 7im

mind and good health. 3993
With Blessing,
13722
My personal takeaway
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