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Punishing Students for the
Administration’s Failings
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LETTER #9: MUNDAY EVENING, 18 ADAR Il - MARCH 21

mY'a

This letter was addressed to a group of
teachers

By the grace of G-d
12 Mar-Cheshvan, 5715
Brooklyn

Greetings and Blessings,

In response to your letter from 2
Cheshvan which was just received:
Due to my great pain, I am rushing
to respond without waiting for its
turn in the queue. The reason for
my pain is the content of your letter:
Being that the administration of...
owes money to the teachers, they in-
formed the administration that they
will be teaching for less hours until
the debt will start being paid. My
pain from this is self-understood:

1) Reducing the hours of instruction
harms the students, innocent Jewish
boys and girls. Even if the adminis-
tration did some wrongdoing, it is
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unjustifiable to punish the students,
especially with such a punishment
that is not always possible to reha-
bilitate, for time is lost, never to re-
turn. Especially with the hours of
education of boys and girls, every
hour of their education affects many
more hours of their adult life.

2) I am certain that even from [the
teacher’s] perspective the admin-
istration did not do any willful
wrongdoing, and it is clear that if
there was money in the account, or
if it was easy to raise the money, the
administration would be delighted
to clear the debts. Even if taking re-
venge measure for measure was jus-
tified, one cannot willingly punish
for something that was committed
accidently or unpreventably...

4) Most importantly, the student’s
worldview is ruined when they ob-
serve that due to a physical claim
against a certain rabbi or activist, an
injustice is done to tens of students.
Being that this is the conduct of
those who teach and educate them
in Jewish matters and character de-
velopment, it will follow that those
educated in these ways will conduct
themselves in such a manner, where
Tuvyasinned and Zigud is whipped.
Also well known is the concept that
although Shaul only sinned once and
Dovid sinned twice, Shaul was pun-
ished because he sinned in the area
that was his purpose and task, roy-
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al matters, unlike the sins of Dovid
which, although more severe, did
not relate to his task. To use Chas-
sidic terminology, his primary Shli-
chus in this world, and from this, it
is also understood that the fact that
the hours of secular learning were
diminished makes no difference in
regards to the damage done. Ad-
ditionally, during these additional
hours, the students sit inactive.

It is my hope that these few lines,
limited in quantity, will suffice. I
will be glad to receive a response
that they are committing [to teach-
ing during] the additional hours,
doing so graciously and willfully,
upon which successful instruction to
the students is dependent.

I await good news, as mentioned
above, and a hearty thank you for
the expediency.

P.S. In all of the above, I did not ap-
proach this from the halachic per-
spective on teachers striking from
schools as this is not its place, and
mostly because I am certain that this
is wholly unnecessary.
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