Being Accustomed to Write
will Bring Happiness
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By the grace of G-d
11 Shvat, 5715
Brooklyn

Greetings and Blessings,

After a very long silence, your letter
from January 31 was finally received.
The words of my esteemed father-in-
law, the Rebbe, whose day of passing
was just observed, regarding “Chas-
sidim of distress” are certainly well
known among the Temimim, as well
as Anash. He explained his expres-
sion, “there are those who only write,
may G-d protect us, when they are
experiencing pain and aggravation,
G-d forbid.” It is surprising that you
seem to intend to join this classifica-
tion. Therefore, when you wanted to
inform me about starting a Shiur, you
had no other option, so to speak, than
to have some sort of aggravation, may
G-d protect us, and to send a letter as a
result, also informing me of your Shi-
ur. It would be positive in every aspect
if Anash would become accustomed to
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writing and notifying me about ev-
ery happy matter. The custom to do
so would become their nature, and
they would feel a change in their nat-
ural outlook with happiness in their
endeavors. See also Zohar, v. 2, 184b,
s.v. Ta Chazi. May it be Hashem’s will
that you will be a good representative
to instill this positive custom, not just
in yourself, but in all those around
you....

I was pleased by what you wrote
about the Shiurim. Certainly, all of
the participants are trying to attract
others to their Shiur. It is certainly un-
necessary to encourage you to some-
times address and elaborate upon
the general atmosphere inspired by
Chassidus, meaning its directions
and customs. Hashem should grant
you success with your students and
with those whom you influence.

Regarding your question about the
tenth of your income which you give
to charity (and you surely give a lit-
tle more than a tenth, in keeping with
the famous instruction of our Sag-
es, “one should not be precise with
charity”), you can include within this
charity given in honor of Yud Shvat,
Purim, Yud-Beis Tammuz, etc.

With blessing for good news in all of
the above,

M. Schneerson
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