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By the grace of G-d
14 Shvat, 5715
Brooklyn

Greetings and Blessings,

Your letter from 8 Shvat was received,
as well as your Pan for the day of pass-
ing. [Regarding] what you write that
you have nothing to justify your lack
of writing, I have written to many who
have corresponded with me that this
is not my intention. The function of
writing, in addition to the desire and
thirst for any good news experienced
especially in our generation due to
our location in a dry, parched land
devoid of water, is primarily in accor-
dance with the saying of our Sages, “If
Reuven would know that his actions
would be recorded [he would do them
with a full heart].” (Vayikra Rabba, ch.
31; See the Yifas Toar there). We can
clearly observe that when one knows
that they are accountable to report
about a certain task and that if they
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will not, their silence will be questioned,
they will certainly present their progress
without embellishment. This automatical-
ly gives inspiration for activities to be with
more passion and enthusiasm, sometimes
even awakening and drawing abilities
from concealment to revelation. Publicly
known matters need no elaboration.

In regards to what you write that in your
new neighborhood you do not know of
an appropriate place: All matters of Torah
and Mitzvos are achieved specifically with
toil and exertion. Only about forces of evil
does it say, “we ate for free,” as explained
in Zohar, v. 2, 128a. Why do you pray that
a miracle should be performed for you to
find a location without exertion? The ex-
pressions of our Sages, “how dishonorable
[is this person that the order of creation
was altered on his behalf]” (Shabbos 53b)
and “even if [they do perform a miracle
for him], they will deduct it [from his mer-
its|” (Shabbos 32a), are well known.

I was pleased by what you write that you
hired an assistant ... who will certainly in-
fluence the relationship of all the different
types of Jewish people with you and with
your wife. Eventually, your livelihood
will come and in time, with abundance.
(Although if you would listen to me about
your beard corresponding to the 13 attri-
butes of Mercy, as explained in the Pirush
Hamilos of the Tzemach Tzedek in inter-
pretation of the verse, “V'Hu Rachum,”
sec. 4 (also printed in Tehillim Yahel Ohr,
Kehos) and your wife about wearing a Shai-
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tel (based on the explanation of the
Zohar, v. 3, 126a), you would already
be observing a substantial change in
the status of your livelihood, visible
even to the physical eye. What can I
do about these two things besides for
speaking about them?)

I will read your Pan at an auspicious
time at the holy Tziyon of my es-
teemed father-in-law, the Rebbe of
blessed memory, may his memory
protect us.

Hashem should cause your wife’s
pregnancy to proceed properly and
easily, and she should properly and
easily give birth to healthy children
at the proper time.

With blessing.
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My personal takeaway
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