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Blessings for the
Greatest Mitzva
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LETTER #25: WEDNESDAY EVENING, 5 NISSAN - APRIL 6

1994

By the grace of G-d
21 Shvat, 5715
Brooklyn

To the distinguished individuals,
Chassidim, G-d fearing, honorable,
and exalted members of the Shab-
bos-observant free loan society

May Hashem grant them long life

Greetings and Blessings!

I was pleased to receive the news
from the respectable and noble chos-
sid and community activist, Rabbi
Yochanan Gordon, the secretary
[of the Friediker Rebbe], that today
(a day for action), during the week
which we are commanded to lend
money in the Parsha, there will be
a special gathering celebrating the
46th anniversary of the free loan so-
ciety. (Although the Parsha literally
reads, “If you will lend,” it is inter-
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preted to be obligatory (Mechilta).
This is similar to the wording of the
verse, “If you will listen to my voice
today,” which brings about Mashi-
ach's arrival today (Sanhedrin 98a).)

I hope, in accordance with the Hala-
chic decision of our Sages, “whom-
ever adds, Heaven adds for him,”
that Hashem will add to the success
of your efforts to lend money—
which is greater than the giving of
charity. Lending money is associat-
ed with the livelihoods and wealth
of the Jewish people, as our Sages
say, “[The commandment to] lend
money also applies [when lending]
to the wealthy” (Sukkah 49b).

It is my hope and blessing that your
efforts in this will be guided by the
notion at the end of the quoted verse,
“If you will lend money ... to the
poor among you.” The sum required
by the debtor—who, when he re-
quires the money is considered to be
poor —is merely a deposit under the
responsibility of the lender. Hashem
wants to give him the merit of this
greatest Mitzva, and without the
debtor, he would not have received
the merit of the Mitzva. (See the Ohr
HaChaim on the quoted verse.)

From this notion, you should ad-
vance to an even greater notion re-
garding Tzedaka and lending mon-
ey, following the famous saying of
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the original Chassidim which was
transmitted to us by my esteemed
father-in-law, the Rebbe: “This
piece of bread which I have is yours
just as it is mine.” They would first
say yours —yours just as it is mine.

This saying is easy to understand
according to the explanation of
the Alter Rebbe in various places
in Iggeres HaKodesh: The reception
of Heavenly issuances, especial-
ly of physicality here in the phys-
ical world, is specifically through
the Mitzva of Tzedaka which draws
down to the lowest low.

With a blessing for success in your
holy efforts, and may this also draw
down additional blessing and suc-
cess to all of those involved, both
those involved in person and those
involved monetarily, to them and
their household, may they live,

M. Schneerson
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