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Your Personal Connection

Prepare for Gimmel Tammuz by Studying the Rebbe’s Letters
from Igros Kodesh on the topic of Hiskashrus.

Listen to the Shiurim at:
30letters30days.com/3tammuz
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Blessings for a Bar Mitzvah

Igros Kodesh Vol. 7 p 213-14
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you questioned the theme of connecting
the wishes of a Jew with the intentions
and wishes of a human being:

It is well known that prayer is the ser-
vice of the heart, following the say-
ing of our Sages (Taanis 2a), and that
it needs to be verbal. Therefore, one’s
heart and mouth must be in agreement
for the prayer to be beneficial. It is also
self-understood from our prayer lit-
urgy that the more specific a person’s
prayer, the more praiseworthy, and that
one should not suffice with a general
prayer. We therefore recite the 12 mid-
dle blessings [of the Shemona Esrei] and
not a general request. Also within each
of these blessings, there are many specif-
ic details. As a result, one who does not
rely on himself to properly specify his
prayer for whatever reason; has a friend
who, in his opinion, expresses and re-
quests true good for him; and they have
a deeper, more specific understand-
ing of his wants, should structure his
prayers and requests to be fulfilled ac-
cording to the intentions and wishes of
the other person. We find similarities to
this in Halacha with many things, one
of them a Heter Iska [a Halachic finan-
cial instrument which structures a loan
as an investment, permitting the pay-
ment of interest] in which is written,
“in accordance with the instructions of
our Sages.” Even an unlearned person
can write this, and it is effective accord-
ing to the Torah, being that one resigns
their knowledge to our Sages.
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2) Additionally, who knows the nature
of man’s heart and the schemes of the
Yetzer Hara, a professional approaching
each person according to their charac-
ter, following the saying of our Sages
(Shabbos 105b). Thus, he searches for
many approaches with which to dis-
rupt the person, and especially during
an auspicious time when he is con-
cerned that the person’s prayer will be
accepted, there is even more reason to
be worried that he will disrupt the per-
son and introduce ungenuine interests
to their requests and prayer. However
great the request’s distance from physi-
cal matters, such as the above request to
be G-d fearing —not sufficing with this,
but that he should also be —a Chossid —
meaning going beyond the letter of the
law, even of what it means to fear G-d,
and not sufficing with this, but adding
that he should be—a Lamdan—mean-
ing that he should utilize the power of
the Torah, the Torah of Truth, which
[truth] instructed not to create [further
diminishing physicality], to be G-d
fearing and a chossid —is it self-under-
stood that the Yetzer Hara will search
through all of his resources to disrupt
the prayer. If it is not possible for him
to do so verbally, he will at least do so
in the person’s heart. This is similar to
what the Rambam writes at the end of
Hilchos Temurah, “the Torah descended
to the end of a person’s mind and to a
portion of his Yetzer Hara... Although
he swore and made it holy, it is possible
that he reconsidered and regretted...”
The only solution for this is to surrender

- Your Personal Connection -

Y7 WX NN TV (2
nivnRm oTRg 27 W
2173 WY Y %I 2w
D7 TR TN 227 X2 KT
naw) 2717 TeRpN iy
wemn Xm1 (2 AP
nx 22727 00377 D 12
87 ny2 vIPW OTN]
inyon YapnnY wwinw?
wwn? P oipn W
mID APR 19 9201y
731 ,inyom  Inwp23
MR WAl YTIRY
= C IR = =1/ S )71~
XT WPV 211 nwpaa
12 PRROR WK - oY
- TOn - T MY RN
PTI NMwn 0nh wd
XY, DY XD Y DX
Ty P01 RPN 17712 PORO
WRRYPY W0 - TR -
X niab ipn ol
MR WR Tom oY
MR TONY ,NIK NTIR K77
YT TR 1M X7 0K
22727 172 WX ) wam
WX X OX) ,7A7EnT
D 92 Py 3 ,Mam2
NIW 7 77 7Y XM, 272
,7170 Nia%i 730 07ana
PY InyT Ai0? 71iR A7
3 ¥73 118 N¥pmt 07X
WIRM THY 0D %Y AX)
5 ony 2 NNY WoR
N TP ATmA A3y
WX Ny71 %Y inyon Jion’



his prayer to the knowledge of another
person who is not personally involved
and seeks his good interests; then, the
verbalization and the intentions will
be in agreement. There are also many
examples for this in the revealed part
of Torah, one of them being the saying
of our Sages (Nedarim 25a), “He told
them, ‘Know that I am not making you
testify according to your knowledge,
but according to my knowledge and
the knowledge of G-d.””

3) You also ask, it is seemingly obvious
that prayer needs to be generalized, to
do the will of G-d Almighty, without
mentioning the ways which you de-
sire to do so. With all due respect, this
is not so. As above, one can observe in
all of the prayer liturgy instituted by
the Anshei Keneses HaGedola specific
requests and prayers, as much as pos-
sible, and what they did not further
specify is in order that there should
be one text for the entire Jewish Peo-
ple; even this text is very specific —see
Rambam, Hilchos Teshuwva, chs. 1 and 6.

The truth is that I was unsure whether
to answer your questions or not, being
that throughout history and especially
now can there unfortunately be found
many whose intention is only the
question (especially about something
which they are unaccustomed to;
when they ask themselves why they
abstain from it, the easiest answer is
to say that they have questions on the
matter). Then, there is not much bene-
fit to answering, being that “the gates
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of questions will never be closed.”
But, being that I do not know you, I
am placing you under assumption of
innocence, that your intentions are
only good, to explain an idea to you
which you did not yet encounter in
the writings of others, although there
are such examples in many places, as
mentioned above.

With blessing for a Kosher and joyous
Passover.

P.S. As is self understood, if you have
certain comments on the above, I am
interested to read them, and I will, ac-
cording to my ability, endeavor to an-
swer them.

To note: I brought the two above-men-
tioned examples precisely, because the
theme of an oath is the theme of a per-
son’s service which begins at the time
of their Bar Mitzvah, when the terms
of the oath taken by Har Sinai are ap-
plied.. The purpose of this is the inter-
est accrued from a Heter Iska, as is ex-
plained in the Maamer of my esteemed
father-in-law, the Rebbe, titled "Taama
Ki Tov Sachra," from the year 5709.

Attached is a copy of my open letter
for the upcoming Passover holiday,
which will certainly interest you.
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