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How the Baal Shem Tov
Taught Love
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By the Grace of G-d
Erev Rosh Hashanah 5719
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the branches of “N’shei U’bnos Chabad,” wherever
you are, may Hashem bless you all

Blessing and Greetings,

Standing here on the threshold of the new year,
approaching us and all Jewish people for good and for
blessing, I bless all of you in general, and each of you
in particular, with a good and sweet year.

This includes, obviously, success in the work of your
branch, both in quantity (increasing the membership)
and in quality (consolidating the work).

And in matters of Torah and mitzvos, in good and holy
things - as good as things may be — there is always
room for more and more improvement.

* % %

Since the basis of this work is ahavas Yisroel as

it is extensively discussed throughout Chassidus,
particularly in the teachings of our Rebbes, I will quote
a sichah from my esteemed father-in-law, the Rebbe,
in which he tells of a story related by the Tzemach
Tzedek in his day. In fact, today, the day before Rosh
Hashanabh, is the birthday of the Tzemach Tzedek, may
his merit protect us and all Jewish people.
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“My grandfather, the Tzemach Tzedek, heard this story
about the Baal Shem Tov from his grandfather, the
Alter Rebbe, who had heard it in Mezritch:

‘Before the Baal Shem Tov was revealed [to the world],
and also for the first few years after he revealed
himself, he would travel around the Jewish towns;
gather the simple Jews, men, women and children,
around him in the middle of the marketplace; and tell
them stories. The stories were mainly from the legends
of our Sages. He would elaborate on and explain the
stories, or he would connect a story to a concept
mentioned in the legends of our Sages, in order that it
permeate and be absorbed by those listening.

‘Once, at such a gathering, the Baal Shem Tov was
discussing the topic of ahavas Yisroel, about how
important it must be to Jewish people — knowing
Hashem’s love for the Jewish People. He explained with
a parable:

‘In a village, lived a man named Reb Yaakov, who was
fluent in the Talmud with the commentaries of Rashi
and Tosfos, by heart. He would also study by heart. (In
those times, this was not a great rarity in Jewish cities.)
When one studies by heart, one’s thoughts must be
more connected to his studies than when one studies
from a Sefer. Once, when Reb Yaakov was studying —
as mentioned, by heart — a difficult Tosfos, his young
child approached him and told him a wise comment.
Reb Yaakov was profoundly impressed by this wise
comment and interrupted his studying. Such is the
effect a child can have.

‘So is Hashem, explained the Baal Shem Tov, (so to
speak) occupied, as our Sages teach that He sits and
studies Torah for the first three hours of the day. Yet,
when a Jew prays, when he comes with a request from
Hashem, Hashem interrupts His studies and deals with
the prayers and requests of the Jew.

‘When Hashem told the angels that He desired to
create man, the angels asked how [man’s] appearance
would be. Upon hearing the answer, they declared,
‘What is man that You shall be mindful of him’ — for
what reason do You need such a man?

“Therefore, when a Jew rises in the morning and runs
to pray with an early minyan, is then busy throughout
the day with his affairs and yet leaves all of his
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businesses and runs to go pray the Mincha prayer in
shul, listens to a lesson in Ein Yaakov between Mincha
and Maariv, and then davens Maariv and brings this
lesson in Ein Yaakov home with him and repeats it to
his family, Hashem then gathers the angels and prides
Himself in the man that He created, saying to them:

“You angels, you have no yoke upon your neck; [you
have] no wife or children, no worries, no taxes to pay.
This man has a yoke, and I commanded this man to
take this yoke upon himself; according to the Torah, he
must support his wife and children, and he is busy and
disturbed with worries and has taxes and the yoke of
exile. Yet, see how he conducts himself.

Reflecting that Hashem takes pride in every good deed
that a Jew does will have a great effect.”

%%

As explained several times, the words of our Rebbeim
and the stories that we heard from them are a guide
and teacher for all who hear them. At the same time,
they give us the strength and blessing to fulfill [what
has been spoken]. It is then dependent upon the
listener alone to fulfill according to the intended result.

May Hashem assist that, as mentioned, you shall do so,
and it should be with success in all aspects.

With blessings for a kesivah vachasimah tovah to
everyone with their families shlita.
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