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I acknowledge receipt of your letter which was delayed [in the
mail]. In it, you write an outline of your life and about your
current employment as an agricultural instructor in [two
positions, one of them] the Reshet Oholei Yosef Yitzchak
Lubavitch school in Ta'anakh. You you proceed to mention [in
the letter] that you are confronted with challenges and issues.
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I hope that it is unnecessary to explain or emphasize to someone
of your standing the greatness and importance of this role. It
also does not need to be emphasized that although agriculture
and botany are seemingly less important than Judaic studies —
being subjects that concern nature and working the land — the
instruction, “In all your ways you shall know Him,” certainly
applies to these [subjects] as well, since it is a general rule of
spirituality [applying to all] of man’s affairs (as explained in
Rambam, Hilchos De’os, and in Tur Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim,
Ch. 231, atlength). [Moreover,] it is the nature of students to
imitate their teacher in all matters, despite only taking a class in
a distinct subject [thus giving much importance to your role].

You must bear in mind that those who are listening to your class
in agriculture and botany are observing and evaluating your
conduct in matters of Torah and mitzvos. In almost all instances,
this influences them no less than they are influenced in their
knowledge of agriculture and botany. Very often, this [influence]
even is to a far greater degree being that the nature of
adolescents and children is to be more easily and deeply affected
by indirect influences, more so than [direct] influences of study,
discipline, instructions, or rules.

The takeaway of the above: [Even] If you have been conducting
yourself in a manner that follows the letter of the law, or even
beyond that, it is clear that from the moment when Divine
Providence placed you in a position of influence over numerous
Jews, it became your responsibility to increase in [your religious
observance], to the extent that you are “wet enough to moisten
[others].” Thus, even if [your students] will imitate you only
halfway, or perhaps even less, they will not be at all lacking the
proper temperament and [conduct] aligned with Torah
instruction.

May it be Hashem’s will for you to inform me of good news in all
of the above. It is certain that the merit is great enough to
increase Hashem’s blessings and success in your personal
matters as well.

With blessings for a kosher and joyous Passover.
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