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Message of

By the Grace of G-d
4 Nissan 5719
Brooklyn [1]

Mr. M. Ben-Uri
Greetings and blessings,

It was with great interest that I read your letter of Evev Rosh Chodesh Nissan
which followed up on our discussion during your visit.

You paid much attention to the design of the title page of the Sichos Leno’ar,
[2] which is published by Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch, and you criticize three
details:

(2) The design and style of the illustration of the two luchos. (b) The design
and style of the illustration of the globe. (c) The illustration of the saying of
our Sages, “the world stands on three things, on Torah, avodah,and gemillus
chassadim,” using three pillars. You ask for my comments on this matter.

I will preface with a point that is certainly clear to you as well: The title page
in question has been publicly circulated for the past eighteen years, and the
monthly magazine reaches [many audiences] in America, Israel, and other
countries with extensive publicity. This compels us to keep the [same] title
page in the future, barring reasons that necessitate doing otherwise and
outright negate the current design.

I will respond to your comments in order:

A) When it was decided to publish the magazine, the inner intent obviously
was to strengthen Judaism and to imbue the hearts of the youth [with
Jewish values] in every way possible. [Included in achieving] this goal is not
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only the content that they will read inside, but also what they will see at first
glance on the title page of the magazine. To this end, there are two elements
[that need to be expressed]:

(2) Judaism and its practical expression, Torah and mitzvos, are the most lofty
and elevated matters in all of creation. (b) Conversely, nothing in this world has
any substance and meaning without having its foundation in Torah and
mitzvos.

The most clearly recognized symbol of Torah and mitzvos, as is evident, is the
two luchos. This is recognized even by those who have not received any Jewish
education whatsoever — whom the magazine is targeted at as well.

It is emphasized in the picture that [Torah and mitzvos] are higher than the
earth and even than the heavens, which is difficult to symbolize clearly without
clouds. Therefore, the place of the two luchos is above the clouds, and above
them is exclusively the Creator, blessed be He, Who is represented in the title
page illustration by the letters “Beis Hei.” Below them is the globe. And since the
Torah was given on Har Sinai, the globe is pictured in such a way that a straight
line drawn from the mentioned letters, passing through the two luchos, will
reach the general vicinity [of Har Sinai— thus symbolizing that the Torah
enters into our world, giving meaning to every matter].

To this end, the three mentioned details [the luchos, the globe, and the letters
"Beis Hei"] are diagonal and not vertical. [If they were vertical,] the globe would
need to be pictured with east on top and west on the bottom, which is a manner
that the youth are not at all accustomed to. As mentioned, the intention of the
title page’s design is for the viewer to not require any explanation as to what
they are seeing.

Another reason for this: [If the cover would be designed like that] only a portion
of the inhabited countries would appear on the title page, and the intent is to
emphasize that the Torah is in full effect in every place.

From the above reasoning, it is clear why the luchos are not designed to be
straight, but leaning slightly to the side: The earth had to be below the luchos
and the luchos below the letters.

B) In your comment on the illustration of the globe standing on three pillars,
you ask for more explanation — what is supporting the beams, etc.

It is self-understood that your issue is really with the words of the Mishnah, as
the title page is an illustration of the Mishnah’s words. In truth, the Mishnah also
does not need any explanation as it is universally understood that Torah,
avodah, and gemillus chassadim are not physical pillars, but spiritual ones
(although they are manifested in the actions of man). [Likewise] it is universally
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understood that the Torah stands on [is supported by] and comes from
the Giver of the Torah — this does not require [additional] explanation.
This is similar to the Mishnah’s usage of the term “the world stands.” [The
Mishnah] refers to the spiritual and inner understanding [of the term]
and is not concerned that a mistake will be made in any of this, despite
the expression being equally associated with a physical object standing
upon a physical pillar. This is also implicit from the commentaries on the
Mishnah: There are many [commentaries], especially on tractate Avos, and
not one of them dwells upon the question of what is holding up the
beams. Similarly, in the picture of the title page, lehavdil, there is no
concern for possible error in my opinion.

Concerning your suggestion to replace the mentioned illustration with
the three dimensions (“coordinates”) — length, width, and depth, and for
each of them to symbolize one of the three pillars [listed in] the Mishnah:

[Three] dimensions can be measured in several different manners, not
only with length, width, and depth, but also with spherical
measurements, etc., as long as the three [dimensions measured] are
independent of one another, as is explained at length in the field of
geometry. Furthermore, for various purposes, it is possible to add not
only a fourth dimension - time — but even more, as is discussed in the
field of mathematics. Besides for all of this, the entire function of
dimensions is for the object being defined [in our context, the world] to
be contained within them, i.e. for [the dimensions] to define, delineate,
and measure it, and not [for the object] to be above it, etc.

As is self-understood, this is a note which is parenthetical to the primary
discussion. In general, there is no place for the above on the title page of a
magazine for children who vary widely in their knowledge of the natural
sciences and most of whom will certainly not at all comprehend an
illustration such as you describe. This includes high school students, and
[applies] even more so to those in lower grades. And as mentioned, the
intention and function of what is being expressed in a picture is that
there not be any additional explanation necessary. Otherwise, it is
incomplete and lacking.

Following the statement of our Sages, “there is love at the end [of a Torah
disagreement],” I hope you will not be offended by these comments, for
they were only brought to clarify the matter and not simply to be
confrontational, etc.

Respectfully, and with blessings for a kosher and joyous Pesach.

[1]Printed in Likkutei Sichos 11 p. 257, and completed according to a Secretariat copy.
[2]The Hebrew version of Talks and Tales.
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Bar Mitzvah Is
Only the Beginning

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol. 18 pp 310-311

LXWN

By the Grace of G-d
6 Nissan, 5719
Brooklyn

Blessings and greetings,
In response to your letter from April 13th:

During an auspicious time, I will mention all those whom
you list at the tziyon of my esteemed father-in-law, the
Rebbe, of saintly memory, each for their individual needs
which you have written.

What you write in your letter surprises me as it implies
that you think enrolling Jewish children to study in a
Talmud Torah and celebrating their bar-mitzvah is
sufficient for raising them properly. It is self-understood
that this is immensely insufficient. Jewish education
must continue after bar-mitzvah as well, and it is no less
important than before the bar-mitzvah; [on the
contrary,] it is of even greater [importance]. Therefore,
[boys] must learn in a yeshivah, and girls should learn in
a Beis Rivkah or Beis Yaakov school. As a result, many
difficulties and troubles will be averted in future years —
for one’s children, as well as for oneself. Indeed, no
matter how emphatically we will attempt to express this
in words, it will not even approach [properly describing]
the seriousness and importance of the need to continue
the education of Jewish youth, as stated above.

Being that you do not mention anything about the
education that your son and daughter are receiving, I
find it my duty to emphasize the above — even more
strongly and sincerely than [I did] above. When you will
truly desire to, you will influence yourself, your children,
and your husband.
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May Hashem help that the merit of your efforts in the
above, influencing your children to maintain and continue
their Jewish upbringing, will assist you and your husband
to together have Yiddishe nachas from all of them.

With blessings for good tidings and for a kosher and a
joyous Pesach,

Signed by a member of the secretariat in the name of the
Rebbe
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