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Committing to
Grow a Beard

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol. 18 pp 357-358
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In response to your letter from 2 Iyar, Tiferes
ShebeTiferes: I was pleased to read that everything is
going well, thank G-d. May it be Hashem’s will for you
to only inform me of good news for the rest of your life
with regards to both literal, physical health and spiritual
health.

Concerning what you write about letting your beard \DPND WIND 119 129 DYT WHV) AioY 103

grow: TN N
It is self-understood that you are correct that it must be IN DYV DT PR IN, PITIVOUING DDA
done in such a manner that you can maintain it and not N ix )9INRPR ]N\QDNT JINT W1
be swayed [by what others say], as is said in the DY N, WIN ‘pygnj D) PR ,OXT ]W'?NDJ?S
beginning of the Tur and Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim, NTIN Y IN7IY) MO PO DININ PR OPOY
quoted in the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch, “Do not be PO PIY INPIY PR DIRIAY) LI PR DN
ashamed when faced with scoffers.” JDOPYRn 290 van X217 10 1T
Thus, if both of you consent (i.e. your wife as well) and D773 WK L) PN ORT DIN DX
you reckon — as much as is humanly possible — that 199 IWPR N PIX D7) DRT) INDLYIN
you have the sufficient strength [to prevail], may you WRZ U RPN IR, O PR (M5
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make your decision concerning this and fulfill it YPOIT ORI PRIN )T IYYN

practically in a good and auspicious time and may all of PTPRART PPV PN PR, OV RINVY
the difficulties be much lighter than you forecast. D190 INDY 1091, IRV NTID N9 HYL
Indeed, we currently find ourselves in the days of PO YO?LAN YT DDINNIND N DN ,DD7
Sefiras HaOmer about which it is written, “U’sfartem ,DI19DY,N2272 X190 PIR TOPN 730 132
Lachem.” On this [phrase], there is a well-known APYR2 D2, 07 WIND
explanation of the Alter Rebbe,[1] based on seforim of

Kabbalah, that “U’sfartem Lachem,” “Count for DRT PN DYT PR NYIND T 1IN
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yourselves,” can also mean, “Illuminate yourselves.”
[Thus, it is an opportune time for success in such
endeavors.]
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Additionally, concerning the individuals who you
mention in the letter will receive this [news] derisively:
I hope that in in light of the upcoming good news in

family life [2] and the certain increase in the blessings DRT DY) WL DRN PR WIYY 90N
and success of Hashem for all that you require that PO m':,-ig T PR WAYRN PIX DPFIN ODY
“the image of G-d” [i.e. your beard] will bring, the o D));.[ PN T‘D?ga ']’31 - ’?n;J?{D.@ﬁ
reaction from the aforementioned will also be far NPV T IR DYDY 0PI 110 DR
lighter than expected. May Hashem grant you the ,n;};&pv_) D9 PIN Y y\__g;mp');._ ]y;’iz{ 79
success to [be able to] inform me of good tidings 7721 D:\Dﬂ PN ‘1N5 7 \5‘73)\3\’) PRAWTN
concerning this as well. NINYA YON WIRININ P D’?g)g PN ON]
.OYT PN PIN
I will reiterate my blessing that Hashem should
complete your wife’s pregnancy in a proper and easy 177 K912 7735 DYD YK 211272 7190K)
manner, and may she give birth to healthy and viable NoD RYIE T20) 923 NPV mDH inm

children in the proper time, smoothly and with ease. IRV NPYD APN] ANYE N

With blessings for good tidings in all of the above. 0N 223 M2ib MY 1733

[1] See also above vol. 17 #62.24.
[2] [Editor’s note:] See the next paragraph that this
refers to the upcoming birth of a child.
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