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By the Grace of G-d
9 Iyar, 5719
Brooklyn

Greetings and blessings,

In response to your letter from 3 Iyar in which you write an
outline of what has happened to you and how you have just
now resolved the matter; you conclude with expressing
perplexity at why you were presented with various
impediments when you wished to advance in matters of Torah
and mitzvos, while simultaneously witnessing the lives of non-
observant young men which are without difficulty, without
need for strain or effort, etc.

The answer to this is in your letter itself, in the description of
your arrangement: You must study your profession for three or
four years, and [until you complete your studies] you will only
earn one hundred ten Israeli lira per month for your manual
labor, just like any other worker [who is paid] according to
their qualifications. In other words, labor alone is insufficient;
rather, proper preparation by studying and acquiring
knowledge is necessary, and then the work will improve and
pay much more.

The reason is simple: The greater the achievement, the greater
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and more comprehensive the preparation must be.
[Conversely,] the smaller the achievement — or in a case
that there is no achievement at all — the smaller the
necessary preparation is, if necessary at all.

Similarly, no preparation is necessary for a life that is
lacking substance, since any pleasure that it may contain
is fleeting in nature. Thus, why is it a surprise that there is
no necessary preparation? Meaning to say, any person
who contemplates his future for even a brief moment will
expend the necessary effort to prepare himself as best he
could over the course of several years, for, as a result, [this
person’s] life will be improved many times over in the near
future, as well as in the general future, for decades upon
decades. This accords with the brief and sharp saying of
our Sages, “According to the labor is the reward,” and [in
truth,] the reward is many times more than the pain, toil,
and effort. In other words, by doubling the toil and effort,
the reward and the benefit grow exponentially.

It is my hope that these few lines will suffice [to enable]
you to reflect on their message and to arrive at the correct
conclusion: You should utilize these years and your
youthful energy to adequately prepare for your entire
future — so that you will be happy, physically as well as
spiritually. Indeed, there is only one way leading to this,
namely, to spiritually prepare by learning our Torah, the
Torah of Life, and fulfilling mitzvos, about which it is said,
“and you shall live by them.” This is the fulfillment of the
request, encouragement, and commandment: “and you
shall choose life ” — true and happy life, also in this world.

May it be Hashem’s will for you to inform me of good
tidings concerning all of the above.

Signed by a member of the secretariat in the name of the
Rebbe
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