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The Need to Use One's
Talents and Influence

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol. 18 pp 25-27

LIPIN

By the Grace of G-d
25 Tishrei, 5719
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the prestigious and esteemed scholar of sciences, the G-
d-fearing, etc. Rabbi Eliezer Aryeh HaLevi, Known as Dr.
Finkelstein.

Greetings and blessings,

It was with great pleasure that I received your letter of the
seventeenth of Elul, including the books that you sent for
my library. I hope that in the future, you will also make
available to us the books that will be printed periodically. I
ask that you excuse my delay in responding, as the recent
period has been busy.

Some question the saying of our Sages, “Rebbi [Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi] honored the wealthy.”

To me, this [statement] is understood and explained
according to one of the principal elements of the Baal
Shem Tov’s approach — that every matter in the world,
including the insignificant, is by Divine Providence. This
applies especially to something communal, affecting the
public.

Wealthy people, those whom Divine Providence granted
the means to bring about much good in Hashem’s world,
certainly also possess the appropriate soul qualities for the
fulfillment of this role — a role greater than that of a
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person of average means and even more so than that of a
poor person. The era of Rabbeinu HaKadosh [lit., “our
holy Rebbe,” Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi] was one of transition
for the Jewish nation — from a time of relative tranquility
to a time of evil decrees and persecution. It was his
responsibility to mobilize all forces so that the Jewish
People could overcome these trials and emerge complete
and unaffected. He had the responsibility to think about
each and every person and attempt to utilize all of their
capabilities. He therefore honored those whom Heaven
had granted greater potential, utilizing [their resources] to
protect everything that is holy to the Jewish People — as
with all of the other deeds of Rabbeinu HaKadosh.

However, the general functioning of the world is that every
Jew is given free choice and “Hashem is testing him, to see
whether there are those who love Hashem... who keep His
commandments and hearken to His voice.” The wealthy,
therefore, also have free choice — as is written, “Behold, I
have placed before you life and goodness, etc.” — to act
according to their desire. [And,] as the verse concludes,
“You will choose life,” or the opposite, G-d forbid.

Clearly, if this is said with regards to wealth of gold and
silver, it certainly applies concerning those who are
wealthy in their ability to influence those around them, or
[even those] distant from them.

It is also clear that since this world has a Master and that
there is nothing in it without reason, it is necessary to
actively utilize the wealth. To [merely] not use it for
negative purposes is absolutely insufficient. Its disuse also
disrupts the framework of creation, as the purpose of this
framework is for all of its details to actively assist in
attaining its general and collective objective.

It is certainly unnecessary to emphasize that [the objective
I am referring to] is the true objective, both collective and
individual, of our people, the nation of the G-d of
Avraham: life according to our Torah — “the Torah of
Life,” the complete Torah without compromise. The
greatness of Torah is [manifested in] the actual fulfillment
of the mitzvos in our daily lives, regarding which it says,
“And you shall live by them,” being that “the greatness of
study is that it leads to practice.”

I apologize that I am already touching upon this
fundamental subject in my very first letter, for this may
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arouse within you the doubt as to whether it is indeed my
hope that the above-mentioned thoughts have their
desired outcome. Nonetheless, there are several
explanations for doing so.

First: We live in a time when things that were
unimaginable not long ago are actually occurring. One
who gives this even a small amount of thought is aware
that there are occurrences which are beyond human
intellect at every step. Thus, how true are the words of our
Sages, “Do not reject anything.”

Second: This is a point whose truth is absolute, and it is
based upon the teachings of Chassidus explaining the title
with which every Jew is referred to: “A spring for gardens,
a fountain of living waters.” [It explains] that it is the
nature of every Jew and characteristic of his soul that
nothing new must be introduced [within] in order to
speak to him concerning Torah and mitzvos in their
maximum form. Inwardly, he too agrees with [the truth of
Torah and mitzvos]; it is only that his obstructive apathy
must be removed, and then he will become like the well
that flows by its own strength — “A spring for gardens, a
fountain of living waters.” Based on the words of the
Zohar, this can be accomplished even in one instant.

Another important detail: You were granted, by Divine
Providence, the ability to influence, and you have a
respectable number of people who are influenced by you,
several of whom also have influence and are leaders in
various circles. That being the case, if the previous
sentences will cause any actual change, it will become
widespread and will multiply prolifically through those
whom you have influence on.

I have somewhat elaborated upon this subject in the
communal letter for Rosh Hashanah, a copy of which is
included herein. I hope that you will find interest in this as
well.

With esteem and blessing.
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