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LETTER #6: THURSDAY, 16 ADAR - MARCH 9
A Rabbi

Doesn't Quit

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol. 18 pp 40-41
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By the Grace of G-d
7 MarCheshvan, 5719
Brooklyn

Greetings and blessings,

In response to your letter with its attachment, in which you
write that you departed your synagogue before the summer,
etc.

Evidently, you mean that you have completely left the
rabbinate. I am surprised by this, especially [being that you
are] a person who has been in America for several years and,
as is evident in the talks that you attached to your letter, has
been involved in the status of Judaism here and in finding
ways to improve it. Thus, this step — your plan to leave the
rabbinate — is entirely surprising; is it possible for it to
change and improve Jewish American values? Especially if
what you write concerning your qualifications — quickly
organizing, etc. — is true, you must have great potential.
Thus, the error of your stepping away, or more correctly, the
“flight from the battle,” becomes even greater.

Of your writing (seemingly as an explanation for this step)
that you had to submit to your congregants’ will, etc., in your
Rabbinic post: This is clearly not enough reason for your
departure, for the attitude of the congregants to the rabbinate
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will eventually improve. This change will not come about
through those who do not mind submitting themselves to the
will of their congregants, but only through those who oppose
it. It is also a distant dream that the congregants will
themselves oppose animosity towards the rabbinate. Thus, it
is necessary for the initiative to come from the rabbinate, and
the approach of, “As for me, I have saved myself,” has already
been rejected by the greats of the world, especially the great
among chassidim.

This is also the message of the Torah portion of the week —
the parshah of Noach: The holy Zohar explains why the flood
waters are called “the waters of Noach,” although, “He was
righteous, a complete person in his generation.” This is
because, “When [Hashem] said to [Noach] that he and his
children would remain, he did not beg for Hashem to have
mercy on the world, and it was [subsequently] destroyed; thus
the floodwaters are called by his name” (Zohar I, 67b). This
teaches that one does not become at all exempt from rejecting
the theme of “As for me, I have saved myself,” [to only focus
on oneself,] even if one is to hear a clear directive from the
Creator and Master of the world ([to save oneself, similar to]
what is written there: “And you will come into the ark, and I
will destroy all existing things”). And if this was so before the
giving of the Torah, how much more so afterwards, when
“love your fellow as yourself” is such an important Torah
principle, and especially after the guarantee that was made at
Arvos Moav — that “all Jews are responsible for one another.”
This is easily understood.

It is further clear that an improvement in Jewish affairs can
also be accomplished by one who does not serve as a rabbi,
perhaps even to a greater degree. To our chagrin, however, for
whatever reason, we have not observed any of those rabbis
who left their positions involving themselves afterward in the
area of self-sacrifice, etc. One may easily understand this.
Regarding what you write that you plan on going into
business if you have a suitable venture:

Generally, one should approach such matters in accordance
with [the Talmud’s expression], “One’s friend has a friend.”
This means to speak to close friends and family regarding
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your ambitions and to ask them to inquire about it among
their own friends. You are certainly doing this. Obviously, if I
hear of something appropriate, I will notify you, or I will
mention your ambitions to the person extending the offer.
What I have written in the beginning of my letter has no
bearing on this, as is self-understood.

I will take this opportunity to urge you concerning setting
times to study Chassidus which is a necessity particularly in
this era, in addition to its inclusion in the obligation of
studying Torah which obviously applies to all the parts of
Torah. See also “the inflaming words of fire” in the Alter
Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch, Hilchos Talmud Torah, 2:10,
regarding the fulfillment of the mitzvah of the Torah, “You
shall observe all the Commandments, etc.,” based on the
teaching of the early Sages who are as angels, the Smag, etc.,
as explained in the preceding paragraphs there.

With blessing for proper livelihood befitting your capabilities
and for the fulfillment of your role among the Jewish People,
following the words of the Mishnah, “I was created to serve
my Master.”

And with blessings for good tidings in all of the above.
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LETTER #7: THURSDAY, 16 ADAR - MARCH 9

Bring People
to the Rebbe

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol. 18 pp 57

PN

By the Grace of G-d
15 MarCheshvan, 5719
Brooklyn

To the rabbi, gaon and chassid, the G-d-fearing, honorable, and
esteemed activist, Rabbi Alexander Sender

Greetings and blessings,

I acknowledge receiving your letter from 7 Cheshvan in which
you write a summary of your work and that you received the
papers.

It is surprising that you do not mention the visits that you made
to various places during the summer months. Possibly, there is
reason [to continue the visits] now, especially [in order] to
explain to the people who you visit that you plan on traveling
here to visit the holy tziyon of my esteemed father-in-law, the
Rebbe, of saintly memory, the leader of the Jewish People. The
heart of the Jewish People is awake, even among those who are
asleep in exile (on whatever level of sleep it may be, as the verse
does not differentiate. One may easily understand this). May it
be Hashem’s will for you to inform me of truly good tidings also
in this — [tidings which are] good for Heaven and good for the
creations and good that bears fruits, as is discussed in Kiddushin
40a. ([Kiddushin can refer to the betrothal of] the Jewish People
by G-d, who are bride and groom, and their wedding was at the
giving of the Torah, which was given after forty days [and is
hinted at by] page number 40. (See Hosafos to Torah Ohr, end of
Parsha Yisro, why specifically the festival of the giving of the
Torah is one day — [symbolized here by] side number 1 —
whereas the other festivals are not.))

With blessings for good tidings in all of the above.
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