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By the Grace of G-d
Chai Elul, 5719
Brooklyn

Greetings and blessings,

After an extremely long interval, I received your letter from 13
Elul with the enclosed pidyon nefesh which will be read during
an auspicious time at the holy resting place of my esteemed
father-in-law, the Rebbe, of saintly memory.

In [your letter], you write an outline of what has happened to
you in recent months and your decision which was also
brought to fruition, to attend Tomchei Temimim in...

It is self-understood that what you have done is very good and
most appropriate. My opinion has always been well-known
and resolute — that every single Jew should prepare
themselves for venturing out into worldly affairs by (first)
devoting their time exclusively to the study of our holy Torah,
the Torah of Life, Judaic studies unmixed with anything else,
not even business matters. This obviously applies to [those who
wish to be] business people or the like and not to those who
desire to be “tent dwellers” — whose entire lives are dedicated
to the [study of Torah], as is discussed by the Rambam at the
end of Hilchos Shmitah VeYovel.
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The mentioned preparation serves as a foundation for the
rest of their lives; the existence of the entire structure
depends primarily on the foundation it is built on. As with
a building, it is futile to improve its walls and furniture
when it is uncertain that the foundation is sufficiently
strong. We can thus understand that the years which you
are devoting exclusively to the study of Torah at the
present serve not only for [you to receive reward in] the
World to Come, but they are the appropriate preparation
for life in this world. One may easily understand this.

May it be Hashem’s will for you to fulfill your mentioned
resolution with joy and gladness of heart and for you to be
successful in your studies and fulfillment of mitzvos during
this period that we are discussing. Indeed, this will also
increase your success throughout your entire life.

It is also clear from the above that a preparation of only a
few months is entirely insufficient. Even if it is not
possible for you [to attend yeshivah] for several years
consecutively, you should arrange for your cumulative
time [spent in yeshiva] to be at least the mentioned
quantity. “Whoever increases is granted an increase [from
Above].”

Concerning what you write about [giving] money to
tzedakah and that you wish to fulfill this anonymously: It is
appropriate for you to donate [this money] to the fund of
Tomchei Temimim in.... Indeed, it can be given without
disclosing whose money it is.

With blessings for good news and success in the above and
for a kesivah vachasimah tovah.
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