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By the Grace of G-d
19 Elul, 5719
Brooklyn

Blessings and greetings,

I acknowledge receipt of your — undated — letter in
which you write about your psychological state, etc.

I believe that I have already written [to you] several times
that, in my opinion and as I have observed in reality,
every person without exception is social by nature,
although obviously not to the same degree. When one
makes an effort to act contrary to this natural instinct, it
will obviously cause “complications,” etc. As for those
who have a difficult time socializing with others, the only
solution for them is [the approach taken when] one learns
to swim. This is impossible without first entering the
water, and even standing on the river’s edge [is
insufficient]. [The person] must jump into the water, and
he will naturally begin to learn to swim and eventually
master it. Strategizing how, what, and in which manner
he will learn to swim while standing on the riverbank will
have no benefit, as it is only possible to learn how to swim
in the water.
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After apologizing, [[ would like to point out] that it is
exactly the same for yourself: In your letter, you present
arguments in favor of and against taking a job that will
involve being in the presence and company of others.
However, you are debating this matter while sitting in
your room or in your own daled amos.

As is self-understood and obvious, my intention is not to
preach mussar, but to try again — perhaps my words will at
least be effective this time [and cause] you to “jump into” a
situation in which you will unwillingly (at least for the first
few days) be among other people outside of your home. I
strongly hope that within a short time, you will no longer
need to be compelled and you will see the importance and
tremendous benefit of the matter, also for the other
members of the group. Indeed, it is not for nothing that a
person is created with a social nature.

Wondrous are the words of our Sages which are an
applicable directive for day-to-day life, that every matter
of holiness should be specifically among ten people. Not
only [are we instructed to serve Hashem] with others, but
[as a] group in the fullest sense. The Chassidic adage, said
in the name of many of the great Chassidic masters, is
well-known: “It is worse to be alone in Gan Eden, than to be
.. [1] together with other Jews.”

As we are now towards the end of the month of Elul, the
month of mercy — the boundless mercy of Hashem —
may it be His will for you to begin a resolute change for the
better and to inform me of good news concerning this.

With blessings for good news and for a kesivah vachasimah
tovah.

[1] In Gehinnom.
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