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“To an Appeal to Build a
Holocaust Memorial in Paris”

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol 6, Letter 1,691
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Greetings and blessings!
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the anticipated benefit that could come from it. He ‘)"]-]3 -]wyw o ‘)y 1‘)7n 2L nyana
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I recall what my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe,

told me regarding the center you established and

donation to support this objective. Therefore, there
is no need for my approval. Nevertheless, I too,
"following the king,' express my admiration for NNPN PIV1 1202032 ANiaY N3

what was done in this regard. Through our office, TDINPRIAMNR 11 12" 11T NIXN
n20,7712 YA "WTLIRD W TR

my participation in the center's activities will be & .
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sent in the amount of fifteen thousand francs.
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https://chabadlibrary.org/books/1200800164
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Regarding your letter about erecting a memorial
monument, "Tomb of Unknown Jewish Martyrs,'

in Paris, I request your forgiveness for not sharing
your opinion. I cannot help but imagine how those
holy martyrs, who were killed sanctifying G-d's
name, would react to the proposal of establishing a
monument in their memory in central Paris, led by
an association of righteous individuals—"chasidim"
indeed, but still "Righteous Among the Nations"
("chasidei ummot ha'olam"). How would they respond

to such a proposal?

Especially now, when there are literally hundreds,
thousands, and even tens of thousands of living
martyrs, both known and unknown—who are in
desperate need of physical sustenance, and even more

who hunger spiritually.

The primary obstacle to meeting their needs is a lack
of resources. Therefore, if any sum of money is raised,
the question immediately arises: Should it be used to
erect a stone monument in a prominent public square
in Paris so that passersby will remember that millions
of Jews were killed for sanctifying G-d's name? Or
should it be used to sustain the lives of those who are
starving and thirsty, in both physical and spiritual

senses?

In my opinion, the answer is unequivocal.
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Although the idea of building a monument can be
partially justified—given that helping the hungry has
become routine and not everyone will be inclined to
donate for that purpose, whereas a large monument
in a major city that will be known by many prominent
Jews and non-Jews, may attract more willing
participants—it is still difficult to justify spending
thousands of dollars on some stone and earth in a
corner of Paris when thousands upon thousands of
Jews, both in the Holy Land and abroad, are crying

out for urgent help.

I repeat my request for forgiveness for not agreeing

with your opinion, and I hope you won't take oftense.
With blessings and respect to you, your wife, and the

entire household, my dear relatives, may you live and

be well.
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