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“Recognizing the Tricks
of the Evil Inclination”

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol 9, Letter 2,933

B"H, 16th of Elul, 1954
Brooklyn

Greetings and Blessings!

In response to your letter, in which you describe

the difficulties you are encountering in the Yeshiva
of Tomchei Tmimim... or, more accurately put: the
unfamiliarity you are experiencing with the schedule

and the new studies.

Surely you are familiar with the teaching of our Sages
(Sukkah 52a), which states that the evil inclination of
every person constantly wages war with him, to the

point that the Torah itself testifies that were it not for

G-d's help one would not be able to overcome it.

From this, it is clear that if his evil inclination sees
that a young man who desires to be G-d-fearing and
wants to learn has found a path that allows him to
advance both in fear of Heaven and in Torah study, it
will immediately seek additional tactics to interfere

in any way possible to hinder this new path.
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And although the evil inclination is called an "old and
foolish king,' it is so named because it persuades one to
do things that are contrary to true wisdom. However, in
its methods of deception and seduction, it is extremely

crafty.

As our Sages taught, "The serpent was cunning, and
therefore, it is called a skilled craftsman, as the Torah

testifies that it is indeed a true master of its work.

Obviously, if a young man who is striving to go on this
path is told "Know that if you follow this path, there is a
near certainty that you will become more God-fearing
and more successful in your Torah study, he will not
only not be deterred from this path but will, on the

contrary, increase his efforts.

Therefore, the only recourse for the evil inclination is to
disguise itself as a righteous person and a Torah scholar,
coming to him with claims from the opposite angle,
suggesting that if he continues on this new path, he

will not achieve his goal of becoming the God-fearing

individual he aspires to be.

Since there is no perfection in the world or in creation,
with the exception of Hashem Himself who is the only
perfect being, there will always be some place where the

feeling of imperfection can be found, no matter what.

The way to examine the above and determine which
side these arguments and questions are coming from is
illustrated in the story of regarding the revered Rabbi
and scholar, Rabbi Nochum from Chernobyl as told
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over by my father-in-law, the Rebbe (printed in the
talk of Pesach 1943).

The main point of the story is that if the demand is

to prioritize "hearing" (understanding) over "doing"
[action], this is contrary to the proper way the Torah
is received. Furthermore, if these claims interfere with
a person’s involvement in Torah, mitzvot, or prayer, it

is certainly coming from the opposing side.

When reflecting, even briefly, that "each river has its
course, i.e., that each yeshiva has its own unique path,
then surely, a person who has grown accustomed

to his previous environment will recognize from

the outset that in a new yeshiva, such as Tomchei
Tmimim, there will be things that are different from
what he is used to; and that, at first, this change will

often be a challenge to his “second nature.'

If he approaches these changes skeptically with
questions and complaints, it is surely coming from
the opposite side - but in truth, it is only in order that
the opposite should occur: that he overcome the evil
inclination and do the opposite of what it desires, and
he will be motivated to persevere in Torah study and

in the performance of mitzvot with greater vigor.

There is nothing that stands in the way of a person’s

will, and Hashem will grant him success.

With blessings to be inscribed and sealed for good.
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