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“On the Importance of a Beard”

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol 21, Letter 8,030

[1954]

Regarding the question of whether it is possible to be a
religious Jew without a beard, from the formulation of
the question, it seems you are referring to the situation
of your son, may he live and be well, and I believe I

already alluded to this in my previous letter.

In any case, I will briefly summarize once again, as

follows:

Every person is a complete, living entity. When
addressing any question, one must consider the living
individual, who is not an automaton, and therefore a

general solution may not always be suitable for him.

To explain my words further: a house with one or two
stories is still a house. When a second or third floor is
added, it is an addition to the original house. However,
if one later wishes to destroy the added floor, it will
inevitably destroy the entire house, including the
foundation, as all the floors have become integrated
through mortar, etc. Furthermore, if they wish to
demolish the bottom floor, the demolition will also

destroy the floors above it.
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Without delving into the question of the role wearing a
beard plays among the 613 commandments of the Torah
(and it is well known that many meticulous individuals,
particularly from Ashkenaz and elsewhere, do not wear
a beard), when addressing this question in relation to

a specific individual, one must take into account his

personal situation.

The decision to grow a beard was made by your son, may
he live, as the result of an internal awakening, and it will
be difficult to determine whether this is his "first floor" in
the metaphor above or an "additional floor" on matters
that preceded it. I also question whether it is necessary to
probe his soul to clarify this matter, as such probing may
not be beneficial. In any case, it is clear that in his current
situation, all of his spiritual matters have become a single,
intertwined cause, arising from his internal spiritual

struggle, etc.

As I wrote previously, it is essential for his relatives and
friends, and especially his parents, to strengthen and
encourage him in every possible way, as this is in the
best interest of their son and, consequently, their own

well-being.

His well-being lies not only in his observance of additional
commandments with greater beauty, as is the custom
among Chassidim, but also in finding peace of mind and
strength in his chosen path, which is influenced by various
external obstacles and therefore requires additional

encouragement and support from those dear to him.
I eagerly await good tidings. I close with a blessing in the

phrasing of my father-in-law, the Rebbe, to receive the

Torah joyously and with inner devotion.
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