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“The Rebbe Responds to Criticism”
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Printed in Igros Kodesh vol. 8, letter 2,249

BH, 13th of Tishrei, 5714
Brooklyn, NY

To the esteemed and honored, a person of great
stature, a diligent worker, a dynamic activist,
knowledgeable in matters of goodness, etc., Dr. Y.N.

Steinberg, may you live and be well
Greetings and blessings!

The secretariat conveyed to me the content of
your phone conversation, specifically regarding
your concerns about the use of the local language
[English], and your worry that this might lead to

assimilation.

I am pleased to hear your strong view on the issue
of assimilation. If there was always a need to be
cautious in this regard, it is even more crucial today,
when boundaries are being blurred, especially
when there are those who call darkness light and
light darkness. I hope that your positive outlook on
others will extend to this perspective as well and

that it will influence others positively.

For more, visit SoulWords.org/letters
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https://chabadlibrary.org/books/1200820005
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Practically speaking, the printed materials we
publish are not only in Hebrew and Yiddish but also
in English (and French), reflecting the well known
teaching of our Sages, that “Not the study, but the
action is what is most important.” In practice, we
cannot wait until all our Jewish brethren, wherever
they may be, learn to understand Hebrew or Yiddish.
We must save them and bring them closer to our
Father in Heaven and to Torah and mitzvot in action,

for lost time is an irretrievable loss.

Additionally, here in America, the issue of language
is not tied to assimilation. Unfortunately, we find
here that youth who speak Hebrew, particularly
those with a Sephardic accent - although we hope
they will return to repentance - they are still in a
state that is the opposite of Torah and mitzvot. I

do not mean to imply, G-d forbid, that speaking
Hebrew is the cause of this, rather, as mentioned,
there are value shifts here where some conflate light
with darkness and darkness with light, and the
perspective that, for a "bowl of lentils" that is the
ideology of nationalism they are willing to sell their
connection to their Father in Heaven, and Torah
and mitzvot - is what brings them to speak Hebrew.
I do not wish to elaborate further on this distressing
matter. How true are the words of our prophets:
"Your destroyers and devastators will come from
within you,' because is specifically the false ideas
and perspectives which contain a spark of holiness

that cause the greatest harm.
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As it pertains to you, the intention with materials
sent to you in English are meant so that - if you
find them of value - you will certainly want to bring
them to the attention of a wider audience, including
those who do not speak Hebrew or Yiddish. In any
case, we are also sending the material in Hebrew
and Yiddish.

May the prophecy soon be fulfilled, and all will
unite to serve the one G-d through the observance
of one Torah for all of us - currently, in whatever
language they hear it now, and afterward, in one

language for all of us.

With respect and blessings.
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