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1st of Nisan, 5715
Brooklyn.

To the esteemed and honored Rabbi Moshe Cohen,

may you live and be well,
Greetings and blessings!

I acknowledge receipt of your letter, in which you
write about yourself and your wife, may she live and
be well. At the appropriate time, I will mention them
at the holy resting place of my revered father-in-law,
the Rebbe, of blessed memory, for all their physical

and spiritual needs.

As your generous donation was received in the
days leading up to Passover, it was allocated for
the charitable cause of the Kimcha DePischa Ma'ot
Chittim fund.

The saying of the Baal Shem Tov, which we have
heard many times from my revered father-in-law,
the Rebbe, is well known: one can learn a lesson

from everything, and this lesson can guide a person
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in serving their Creator. As our sages teach at the
end of Tractate Kiddushin: “I was not created but to

serve my Creator.”

Certainly, and all the more so, we should learn
from matters of Torah and mitzvot. In our case,
the custom of the Jewish people — which is Torah
— is also brought by earlier authorities that before
Passover, funds are raised for Kimcha DePischa,

which helps the poor.

This is also reflected in the introduction to the Seder
in the text of the Haggadah, which begins with the
passage, "Kol dichfin yeitei veyeichol" (Let all who

are hungry come and eat).

The special lesson and emphasis in this passage
teach us that all Jews are responsible for one another,
both physically and spiritually. A person cannot be
free and behave in a way of freedom during Passover,
as the Torah requires — referring to it as 'the time of
our freedom' — particularly during the Seder, unless
he also does everything in his power to ensure that
his fellow Jew is also free, free from worries. In fact,
one must attend to his fellow first before beginning
his own celebration of freedom. It is for this reason
that the preparations for our celebration of the

time of our freedom [in general] begin with Ma'ot
Chittim, and specifically before the Seder, with the
proclamation to all of "Let all who are hungry come

and eat."
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This lesson also applies to the relationship between
the soul and the body. The soul cannot truly be free
— a servant of G-d and not a servant of Pharaoh
— unless it liberates the body as well, and the body
must also be a servant of G-d and not a servant of
Pharaoh. This is the lesson of the Baal Shem Tov in

his well-known teaching:

"When you see chamor, a donkey" — when you
carefully examine your chomer (materiality), your
body, you will see "your enemy, meaning that your
chomer hates your Divine soul, which longs for
G-dliness and the spiritual. Furthermore, you will
see that it is "lying under its burden, placed upon
it by G-d, namely, that it should become refined
through Torah and mitzvot; but the body is lazy
to fulfill them. It may then occur to you that "you
will refrain from helping it" to enable it to fulfill its
mission, and instead, you will follow the path of
mortification of the flesh to break down the body's
crass materiality. However, not in this approach
will the light of Torah reside. Rather, "you must
aid it,' purify the body, refine it, but do not break it

through mortification.

With blessings for a kosher and joyful Passover,

M. Schneerson
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