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8 Kislev, 5718
Brooklyn

To the esteemed and distinguished, one who is faithful
in his service, whose work is the work of Heaven,

R. Dovid Avraham, may he be well.

Greetings and Blessings!

After a long interval, I have received your letter from
the 27th of Cheshvan, and it was pleasant for me to read
a detailed account of your activities this past month of
Tishrei.

Since, as you write, you occasionally meet with

Mr. Zerubavel —who undoubtedly has a significant
influence within a certain rather large circle—it would
have been necessary to utilize every meeting as an
opportunity for words of inspiration. And since his
activities are directed in an undesirable direction, this
is primarily because he has become accustomed to it
over time, rather than a result of conscious reflection
leading him to conclude that this is the correct path.
Therefore, if he is consistently reminded, time and
again, without respite, of the immense damage and
destruction that he is causing—when in fact, he could

be using his talents to increase goodness in the world
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in general, and especially with regard to the Jewish
people—then, ultimately, these words will have an effect.
For truth must inevitably prevail, even if at times this

takes longer than expected.

It is understood that in this case, as in similar ones, the
greatest obstacle for him will be what is stated at the
beginning of all four sections of the Shulchan Aruch: "Do
not be embarrassed by those who mock you." It is clear
what kind of commotion this will stir within his circles

if he truly examines his current approach, and when he
comes to the opposite conclusion, he will publicly declare
it without embellishment or concealment. However,
from what has been heard, it appears that until now, his
actions have not been significantly influenced by the
opinion of the majority. And if this is the case in matters
of misfortune, then how much more so should he utilize
his inner strength in an even greater measure for the
good, and state: "The things I have said before you until
now were a mistake." As it has been said: If regarding
misfortune one is taught not to trust in oneself, how
much more so does this apply when making a change for

the good.

May it be Hashem’s will that he too not be embarrassed,
and that he speak openly and truthfully about all of the
above. And we are assured that words that come from
the heart enter the heart. It is understood that he has
permission to mention in his conversation that he is
acting upon what I have written to him, if he believes
this will be beneficial to the matter itself

And then, he may also add that he has certainly long
harbored doubts, but he has attempted to silence them,
and as soon as these thoughts enter his mind, he has

sought to dismiss them. This is the nature of people—they
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are afraid to reexamine whether their way of life is truly
correct, for doing so requires a particularly strong sense
of courage. Yet precisely because he has an influence on
so many others—meaning that correcting himself will be
multiplied many times over in those he influences—he
must not retreat or fear engaging in self-examination once

again, and yet again.

As our sages have taught: Even though one who harms
himself is exempt—at least by human judgment—one who
harms others, etc., is held accountable. And as a sign and
example for his relative, who has now reached the time to
once again reevaluate his past approach, will be the dream

that he had just before speaking with him.

Regarding what you wrote about your residence in

Kfar Chabad and the disadvantages thereof, there is an
apparent contradiction when these words appear in the
same letter where you describe visits from your relatives
and their positive effects. If, as my revered father-in-law,
the Rebbe, of blessed memory, often stated in his talks: A
soul descends into this world for seventy or eighty years
even just to do one favor for a fellow Jew, whether in the
spiritual or material realm—how much more so does this
apply to your residence in Kfar Chabad, where Hashem
has commanded His blessing? Even without this, it is a
lofty matter, and especially so when one mitzvah leads to

another, and these types of opportunities arise.

Regarding what you wrote about the neighborhood: It
is necessary to investigate who the candidates are. And
certainly, if they are of the appropriate type, they should

be included among the candidates...

With blessings,

Menachem Schneerson
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“A Unique Shlichus (Part 2)”

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol 16, Letter 6,090

By the Grace of G-d
4 Adar, 5718
Brooklyn

To the esteemed and distinguished scholar, whose work
is dedicated to the service of Heaven,
Rabbi Dovid, may he live and be well.

Greetings and blessings!
In response to your letter with the enclosed note.

I was very pleased to read that, finally, you were able
to fulfill my request and deliver the message to Mr. Z.
May he live and be well. It is particularly good that
you did not engage in any debates or back-and-forth
discussions, as that was not the intention. Accordingly,
it is also understood that in the future, you should
likewise refrain from engaging in any debates on this
matter. After all, you have carried out my mission, and
I have carried out my own mission. From this, it is
also understood that there is no need to send the note.

Regarding whether to send Mr. Z. a copy of what I
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wrote in my letter to you—this also does not need
to be initiated from my side. Rather, if Mr. Z. seeks
an opportunity to meet with you or to correspond
with you and specifically requests a copy of my
words, then you should provide it. Until then,

nothing should be done in this matter.

I hope that things have already improved,
particularly regarding the health of your daughter,
may she live and be well. I look forward to hearing
good news in this regard as well.

With gratitude and blessings,

M. Schneerson
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