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“The ImportaIEe of Gratitude”

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol 15, Letter 5,349

By the Grace of G-d
7th of Nissan, 1957
Brooklyn.

Greetings and blessings!
In response to your letter:

I am surprised by its contents. You yourself write

that I asked you to write to me and inform me when
things had improved, yet you did not do so. Instead,
you waited until after things had improved, when
something was upended, and only then did you notify

me.

It is well known, as explained in the holy books, that
we are recipients of Hashem’s kindness, and we must
acknowledge this to the fullest extent and thank Him
appropriately. This gratitude is expressed through
engagement in Torah and mitzvot. When we recognize
the good that Hashem grants, this, in turn, brings more
of Hashem’s blessings. However, if, when the good
comes, one takes it for granted or believes it to be the
result of their own intellect or similar reasons, not only
does this fail to bring an increase in Torah and mitzvot,

but it can sometimes even have the opposite effect, as
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the person feels self-sufficient. It is no wonder, then, if

things later go awry.

It should be understood that the reason I asked you to
inform me when things improved was essentially to make
you more aware of how Hashem is guiding you with
kindness and mercy. Through this awareness, the good

should be strengthened even more.

May Hashem help you so that, at least from now on, you
will follow the advice I gave, especially as we prepare for

the upcoming festival of Pesach, the time of our freedom.
You did not mention anything in your letter regarding a
match for your son (may he be well), but I assume that, as
we discussed, this matter is being handled appropriately.
May Hashem grant success.

With blessings for a kosher and joyous Pesach,

On behalf of the Rebbe, shlita,

Secretary
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