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Rabbi Shais Taub - SoulWords
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ik falibi Shais Taub

“Spiritual Self-Sacrifice”

Printed in Igros Kodesh vol. 4, letter 1,198

B"H, 16 Elul, 5711
Brooklyn, NY

The esteemed and honored young scholar, Rabbi
Shalom Dov, may he live and be well

Greetings and blessings!

I received your letter from Motzei Shabbat, the 1st of
Elul, and its contents, where you mention that you
are participating in the work of the "Chaver Pe'alei
Machaneh HaTorati" and you see positive results from
your efforts. However, since the Haredi community
in Eretz Yisrael did not respond adequately to their
call for assistance, all of the work has been placed on
them, which is causing you to neglect your Torah
study. The question arises whether it is worthwhile for
you, or in your words, whether you are obligated to
sacrifice your soul for the souls of others.

I was shocked by this question, especially at a time
when Hashem has helped you and granted you

the opportunity to save the souls of the sons and
daughters of Israel from heresy, G-d forbid, and to
help them remain faithful Jews, loyal to Hashem and

For more, visit SoulWords.org/letters

20,0792 R"Y N DR T N

NN 121 2" KRR NN 1ARD
2T DLY

I,w'

N1 DHY

PR R PUWXINN 120N 1Yap
120" NTI2Y2 ANRYN WX 1M
Ma NN AR, NNIND NN *va
"TIN0 NAXAY 112 YR, 15N 23D
VAT DNNRY NIVI K2 1N PR
N2Ln NTI2YN Y2 XN Tavn)
21027 17¥R 0713 NN, 0070y

1270 °RTI OXRD ORIV, NIR-Ton
20 DR ,NIN DIWHA IR awa

O NKR NIYa) M1y3a 1991 NR 2TYY

NYWa A2 ,ir NP8 NN NaN
nmyarn 12 1nnamrhxn n"apnw
oX1Y? NI )2 Nival Xy
NRY?Y D2 Y21 2" e


https://chabadlibrary.org/books/1200780435

A O O 8. . 8 . Y O N Y 9 N 9

His Torah. This is something that is clearly evident
on a visible and tangible way, yet,the yetzer hara (evil
inclination) comes and tempts you, saying, "Who
knows if this is the right thing, and it might be better
for you to engage in other business endeavors, where
you might prosper in Torah and so on."

It is well-known that the Talmud rules that a mitzvah
which cannot be performed by others allows for the
suspension of Torah study for its sake (Moed Katan
9b). It is also known from a Talmudic passage in
Masechet Temurah expounding on the verse, "The
rich and the poor meet; Hashem gives light to both
their eyes, that when a rich person in Torah helps

a poor person in Torah, it illuminates both of their
eyes. This also teaches that in such an instance, the
one giving benefits as well, for the richness of Torah
in both individuals increases. This is further clarified
by a famous teaching in Taanit (7a), where it states, "I
have learned much from my teachers, more from my
colleagues, and most from my students." This teaching
emphasizes that a person benefits and grows through
sharing and teaching, particularly when aided by
divine assistance, which is beyond any measure.

My point here is: not only is temporarily neglecting
your Torah study fulfilling the commandment

and Talmudic teachings mentioned earlier, but
furthermore, this very neglect of Torah is itself the
fulfillment of it, for through it, your heart and mind
become a thousand times more refined, allowing
you to succeed in your Torah study in a way that is
exponentially greater.
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We can see how great the words of our sages are when
they say in Shabbat (105b), that this is the craft of the
yetzer hara: Today it says "do this, tomorrow it says
"do this," until it leads a person to idolatry. My revered
father-in-law the Rebbe of blessed memory explained
the word "this, meaning that the yetzer hara is very
cunning and comes to each person with a claim

that fits his disposition, but ultimately, it seduces the
person until it leads him to the point where he could
say, 'Go worship idols." You might already be familiar
with this teaching from a printed pamphlet of the 18th
of Elul, which has probably already has reached your
community.

I will conclude my letter by wishing you success in
your holy work, and may that path lead you to success
in your Torah learning, in the fear of Heaven, and
may you grow both in Torah and in fear of Hashem.

I am interested to know what your method of learning
was before you entered the work of "Chaver Pe'alei
Machaneh HaTorati,' and whether you now have
regular shiurim in both the revealed aspects of the
Torah and Chassidus.

With blessings to be written and sealed for good, and a
good sweet year.

Attach is a section of a the talk from Shabbos

Mevorchim Rosh Chodesh Elul, which might be of
interest to you.
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