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Differences between the spies sent by Moshe in the Torah portion and the spies sent by
Yehoshua in the Haftarah
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Parsha Haftarah

Not commanded Commanded
Entire Land Only Yericho
7 Emotions Thought, Speech, Action
Tzadik Beinoni

Moshe’s spies represent the Tzaddik's level, namely the conquest of the inner

emotional capacities whereas Yehoshua's spies represent the level attainable

by the Beinoni, namely control over the soul’s “garments” of thought, speech,
and action
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Being that the story of Moshe’s spies is recorded in Torah, it must have
relevance for us, even though it refers to a level which is generally considered

unattainable
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Even if one finds that it is ultimately unattainable, one must at least try to
bring the emotions completely under his control
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Thought speech and action are referred to as “garments” because, like clothing,
they are external and thus relatively easy to change, as opposed to the emotions
which are part of the person and much harder to change
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We are obligated to change our behaviors not only because it is easier to do (than
changing our emotions) but also because it is of greater importance
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Behavioral control as a path to control over the emotional (and
even intellectual) capacities
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