Day 9, Sunday, 19 Adar

An Old Battle in a
New Disguise
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Baruch Hashem

7 Kislev 5716 [1955]
Brooklyn.

To the esteemed gaon and
Chassid, yorei Shamayim, involved
in tzorchei tzibur, Rabbi Aharon

Elimelech, sheyichyeh,
Shalom u’vracha!

I have heard about you for quite some
time now, it was therefore a pleasure to
receive your letter, following the letter
from the esteemed and beloved Chassid
Rabbi Yaakov Weiss. Enclosed is a copy

of my response to him.

I take this opportunity to encourage
you—relying on our Sages’ statement
that “we urge only one who is already
eager” — regarding the fact that in your
region there are a number of young people
who attend the educational institutions

there. From the information I have, and
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Rabbi Aharon Elimelech: Shaulzon, Rechovot.
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especially since we follow the majority,
these young people are in need of en-
couragement and an uplifting of ruach
Yisrael saba (the ancestral Jewish spirit).
If there is someone who can properly
inspire them with “words that come from
the heart,” he becomes a fitting vessel
through which those words can enter
the hearts of the youth, bringing about
positive tangible change — even in their

day-to-day lives.

In earlier generations there was a working
assumption that it was possible to “inoc-
ulate” young people so that they could
withstand the various winds blowing in
the world merely through Torah study
alone. But already two generations ago
it became clear that study in matters of
yiras Shamayim and chovos ha’levavos (fear
of Heaven and the duties of the heart ) is
absolutely necessary for everyone — for
Torah study alone “caused many casual-
ties to fall.”

(If only there had not been opposition,
at the outset, to the study of works on
yiras Shamayim — hundreds and thousands
of the youth of that era might not have
strayed from the proper path. There is no

need to elaborate on this painful matter.)

And if a generation ago one might have
thought that even the study of mussar
would suffice, experience has proven

otherwise—and has refuted those who
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claimed this.

We witnessed tangibly, with our own
eyes, in Russia during the persecutions of
the Bolsheviks, and the trials that confront-
ed the young men and young women in
particular: those who withstood and were
saved from that terrible onslaught were
those in whom the teachings of Chassi-
dus — its fervor, and its mesirus nefesh —
had been absorbed within them through

proper education.

B’avonoseinu, unfortunately, the challeng-
es facing today’s youth have not dimin-
ished, even in recent years, though their
form has changed. In fact, it is precisely
because the change is in form, not sub-
stance — and because these challenges
often disguise themselves in the clothing
of a mitzvah, and sometimes even draw
from matters of holiness (as our Sages
said: “A lie that does not begin with a
small amount of truth...” ) — this only
intensifies the challenges, especially in
their subtlety and quality.

Certainly, there is no need to elabo-
rate on a situation which, even in eretz
ha’kodesh, is frightening and alarming—
especially considering that it is the land
“upon which the eyes of Hashem your
G-d rest from the beginning of the year
to the end.” And [what transpires] within
the King’s palace cannot be compared [to

what occurs outside it].
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The conclusion from all the above is clear
— and I do not write this as derush (homily)
but as practical directive — that you have

both the zechus (privilege) and achrayus (re-
sponsibility) to utilize all your abilities and
capacities to infuse the ma’or she’b’Torah,
the luminary of Torah — the teachings,
pathways, and customs of Chassidus —
throughout your entire surroundings, and
especially among the youth who will soon
“build homes within the Jewish people.”

Every positive influence upon them

becomes multiplied many times over, cor-
responding to the future households they
will establish and all those whom they

will in turn influence.

And since you descend from the Alter Rebbe,
the author of the well-known teaching that
“Ve’ahavta Urei’acha kamocha” — love of
our fellow Jew, and “Ve’ahavta es Hashem
Elokecha” — love of Hashem, are essentially
one (as is also alluded to in the statement
of Rabbi Akiva that “Ve’ahavta U'rei’acha
kamocha — this is a great principle of
the Torah*) — you will certainly succeed
in this path.

The only thing needed is your ratzon,
genuine will. And it is well known that

the Heavenly Court ruled that, because

77 N7 RQWDHT 9100 0NT
MO 1PPY WX LRPDRP XYY
“WOK) N1 9 PX17 nrankm
it 17inaY iRRI INab N
377311 *Ni7Ta NIToNa NN
"2 LD L9292 N0 902
D°n2 nia% DTNy oav yh
2507 "1Y 721 ,219P2 PRI
P2 XIT 9801 072 DYURY
n»aij 0117 ooxnn 22 0Onys

.DYY DyDYINgYI 1Y

2¥3 113 3127 yrin iniia
DIINT WK AYIT AN
PR ' DX DATKY 102 Y77
DARN2 1D D3 TRINDI) XIT TN
N2 Y77 DAIXY XPPY "1
W12 ,(*17ip2 PiT3 P9y
170 1273 PRI LIT 9772 MY
N2 pod ¥1T 1201 ,719%72 KPXR
nona 232 WK ,A7y0 YU T
2y - 1217 1121 29 - 190 w3
'7W 1’7 D22 208 NMIT0Nd nin
77iR PY Py 222 wR Ay
’me niaiv niTm D??_ﬁgi nRY

The well-known teaching: see also above, letter 3,933,
and the sources noted there.

*See Shabbos 68a.
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of the self-sacrifice of the Alter Rebbe for
the teachings of Chassidus, in every mat-
ter of Torah, yiras Shamayim, and middos
tovos, the advantage will be given to his
mekusharim — those connected to him

and who walk in his ways.

I await good news and conclude with

respect and blessing.

Hachana for Yud Alef Nissan 5786
with Rabbi Shais Taub
SoulWords.org
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with Rabbi Shais Taub
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Watch live:
youtube.com/@SoulWords/live

French by Rabbi Yahir Elbaze:
youtube.com/@jinspirationjuive
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