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Day 1, Motzei Shabbos, 11 Adar

Trusting the Rebbe’s Advice
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Baruch Hashem
17 Tishrei, 5716
Brooklyn

Shalom w’vrachah!

I hereby acknowledge receipt of your let-
ter from erev Yom Kippur, together with
the enclosure therein; and surely by now
you have received my letter conveying

the blessings for the new year.

On the one hand, “joy is lodged within
my heart on one side” — that you have
resolved, bli neder, and with increased ef-
fort, to fulfill my wishes regarding the
affairs of the Reshet; to serve as a proper
shliach; contributing to its progress and
improvement, etc.

Yet there is also “pain lodged in my
heart from this side” — that all of this
was expressed in the future tense.

For if in all matters of kedusha ev-
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ery moment is precious, as brought in
numerous sefarim, then all the more so
in the field of chinuch of young Jewish
boys and girls. Every moment that passes
without undertaking positive action in the
fullest and most comprehensive manner
results in their receiving influence from
the “opposing side” and from the winds

that blow in the street.

Although our Sages said that one does not
cry out over the past, it is understood— as
explained in several places—that a good
resolution for the future goes hand in
hand with regret over the past. For it is
difficult to undertake a genuine kabbalah
tovah for the future if one does not first
recognize the truth regarding the past.
Thus, this is not a cry over the past; rather,
it is a double and triple plea concerning

the future.

If, in matters that are vital to a person’s in-
dividual life and that of his family—where
seemingly the decision has been entrusted
from Above to the person himself—one
still takes into account the opinion of a
certain someone [i.e. the Rebbe himself],
how much more so must one consider
the opinion of that individual regarding
communal matters.

Especially since he is not personally
involved and therefore can judge the sit-

uation without bias or personal interest,
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Day 1, Trusting the Rebbe’s Advice

unlike those who are on site and involved

in the thick of the activity.

Yehi ratzon that in your next letter you
will bring me good news regarding all the
above, and regarding the other matters

mentioned in your letter.
With blessings for the chag.

Because of the sanctity of the chag, the Rebbe,
shlita, did not personally affix his signature,
and I sign on his behalf,

Secretary
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