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Don’t Let Doubt Prevent Good
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Baruch Hashem
7 Teves, 5716
Brooklyn.

Shalom w’vrachah!

In response to your letter from Sunday,
and to your question: when a person feels
a desire to involve himself in communal
needs, or in another matter upon which
the merit of the public depends — how
can he determine whether this desire is
I’shem Shamayim or stems from some ul-

terior motive?
The matter may be clarified as follows:

(1) It is known from a teaching of my
revered father-in-law, the Rebbe, of righ-
teous and saintly memory, that although
it is self-evident that every person must
be among the marei dechushbena — those
who regularly examine their actions and

words, nevertheless, there are fixed and
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Known teaching: see above, Vol. 11, Letter 3,481, and
references there; see also below, Letter 4,169.
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appropriate times for such self-accounting.

This is comparable to a businessman
who, if he were to occupy himself too
frequently with auditing and calculations,
would not only fail to benefit from it, but
on the contrary — it would detract from
the time and focus needed to expand and
properly run the business. At times, it
may even prevent him from engaging
adequately in the work itself, since a su-
perficial accounting conducted too often
is inherently flawed.

So too with self-examination in avodas
Hashem: there are designated times for
it during the year — such as the Aseres
Yemei Teshuvah, or similarly on erev Rosh

Chodesh, Yom Kippur Katan, and the like.

(2) There is a well-known aphorism of the
Rebbe Rashab — the father of my revered
father-in-law, the Rebbe — that the even
habochan (litmus test) in a case of doubt
as to the source of a particular thought
or desire is as follows: If the thought or
desire prevents a person from perform-
ing a good deed, then it is very close to

certain that its source is not pure.

(3) Itis known from the teaching of the
Sifri (Parshas Teitzei 29:19) that with regard
to tzedakah: if a person lost a coin and
a poor individual found it, the merit of

the mitzvah of charity is credited to the
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Even habochan: see above, Vol. 8, Letters 2,338 and 2,492;
Vol. 9, Letter 2,933; see also below, Letter 4,244.
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owner of the coin — even though he
neither intended it, desired it, nor was

even aware of it.

It is understood that the same applies to
tzedakah expressed through involvement
in communal affairs, assisting one’s fel-
low in matters of Torah and mitzvos, and
similar activities.

From all of the above it follows that
you should divert you attention from
thoughts that prevent you from carry-
ing out in practice your desire to benefit
the public through involvement in com-
munal needs, and you should proceed to
engage in this work. Hashem will grant
you success.

As our Sages say: “A person sanctifies
himself a little below” and the sanctifica-
tion of the Jewish people is through the
performance of mitzvos as expressed in
the formula of the blessing “asher kide-
shanu b’mitzvosav” — and “he is sanctified

greatly from Above.”

I hope that you study Chassidus every day,
and may Hashem grant you success to

bring good news in all of the above.

With blessing.

Hachana for Yud Alef Nissan 5786
with Rabbi Shais Taub
SoulWords.org
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vith Rabbi Shais Taub
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