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Day 16, Sunday, 26 Adar

Open Your Eyes to
Your Blessings
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Baruch Hashem
4 Shevat, 5716
Brooklyn.

Shalom w’vrachah!

In response to your letter from the month
of Kislev, the month of geulah, in which
you write about your present situation,
and that throughout all the days of your
life you have not seen any good, and you
request that you be mentioned, together

with your wife and children, for blessing.

It appears that you do not sense the con-

tradiction within your own letter.

For a person whom the Creator of the
world has granted a spouse and blessed
with children to say that he has not seen
good in all his days constitutes an aston-

ishing degree of ingratitude.

Certainly, these words will not—chas
v’shalom—diminish the blessings that

Hashem has bestowed upon them until
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now. However, the continuation of that
beneficence and its increase should not
serve as justification for persisting in such

ingratitude.

Indeed, there are hundreds and thousands
of people who daven every single day to
be blessed with children, and who would
give everything they possess for a single
son or daughter, yet have still not mer-
ited this—may Hashem bless them with
the fulfillment of their hearts’ desires for

good, soon.

Yet you, who have received this blessing—
and apparently without extraordinary sup-
plication—do not recognize the wealth
and good fortune contained therein and
even repeat in your letter the assertions
mentioned above. Moreover, you conclude
by writing that you do not believe that
help will come to you from Above, for
it has been decreed—chas v’shalom—that

all your days will be poor and wretched!

It is understood that I do not intend to say
that livelihood should be meager, or that
one’s state of health should be frail, etc.

Rather, I have come to awaken you to
the possibility that this may be the reason
for frailty of health and for the lack of
expansiveness in livelihood—since you do
not recognize at all the blessing of Hashem
in a matter even more fundamental than

perfect health or broad livelihood, namely,
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the blessing of sons and daughters who
walk in the way of Hashem.

When one does not acknowledge
the visible and revealed good given from
Above—and especially when such lack of
recognition is so severe that it reaches the
startling expression found in your letter—
what wonder is it if, from Above, blessing

is not drawn down in other areas?

It is my hope that these few lines—quan-
titatively—will suffice to illuminate your
eyes so that you are able to see the situ-

ation as it truly is.

And when you begin to serve Hashem out
of true and inner joy—then certainly His
blessing will be increased with regard to
health and livelihood as well, as is evident
from what is written in several places,

among them in the Zohar, vol. II, 184b.

Surely you have fixed times for the study
of nigleh and for the study of Chassidus;
in any case, you should certainly do this
from now on. It is also proper to have
your tefillin checked, as well as the mezu-
zos in your home, and on every weekday,
before the morning davening, to set aside

some coins for tzedakah.

With blessing,
On behalf of the Rebbe shlita,

Secretary

Hachana for Yud Alef Nissan 5786
with Rabbi Shais Taub
SoulWords.org
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