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Chassidus Must Be Lived
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Baruch Hashem
26 Shevat, 5716
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To Mr. Eliezer Steinman, sheyichyeh,
Shalom u’vrachah!

I hereby express my thanks for your
thoughtfulness in sending me the books
you have published recently, namely: the
writings of the Maggid of Dubno; the writ-
ings of Rabbi Nachman of Breslov; Be’er

HaChassidus, first series and second series.

In connection with these books — and
particularly the Be’er HaChassidus series

— I would like to note here two points:

(1) The purpose of an author in general—
and especially of one who writes on an
intellectual subject, is to awaken in the
reader a desire to continue engaging with
the matters presented in the book and to

delve more deeply into them — especially
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when the author presents the material in
his own language and formulation, that
is, in a secondary vessel. In all eras, and
especially in our generation, efforts are
made to ease the burden on the reader
and student by providing “handles for the
vessel,” and the like.

For this reason, in my view — and
experience confirms this — it is of the
greatest importance to indicate the sources
immediately, either in the margins of the
page or at least at the end of each book,
with precise references to chapters, pages,
and so forth. This is particularly necessary
when citing sources, for in this way one
affords the reader and learner the oppor-
tunity to form their own understanding
of the original text, and thereby stimu-
lates their desire to explore the subject
more deeply.

Moreover, this practice is beneficial
not only for the reader and student, but
also for the author himself. An author
does not always retain his notes with the
source references, and even when he does,
they are not always readily available when

he later revisits these topics.

I observed that such citations are lacking
in the aforementioned books. My hope,
however, is that if my suggestion is ac-
cepted, it will still be possible to remedy

this deficiency in your forthcoming pub-
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lications. Better still would be to publish
a supplementary booklet for the books
already issued, containing the source ref-

erences for their respective topics.

(b) When conveying a system and con-
cepts of Torah — which is a living Torah
and a Torah of life — and especially the
dimension connected with emotion, and
all the more so when addressing a read-
ership for whom these perspectives are
new and even foreign, then in order for
the matter to emerge in a more complete
form and closer to its inner essence, it is
not sufficient for the presenter or author
merely to read the books of this Torah,
study them with the requisite depth, and
convey their distilled content.

Rather, the teacher or author must
“clothe himself,” to the greatest extent
possible, in the spirit of the Torah and
in the lived reality of the founders of the
approach and its leaders. This self-invest-
ment is all the more essential when the
author’s goal is to draw practical conclu-

sions relevant to life in the present.

I do not know you personally, but I hope
you will not take offense if I permit myself
to remark that in order to attain the goal
you have set for yourself in your books
— as you yourself describe in the intro-
duction to Be’er HaChassidus — it would
be fitting for you to adopt inwardly, and

in your own life, the pattern of life that
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they describe; that is, a life conducted
according to the Torah in actual practice,
as the nature of such a life is explained
in the original Chassidic sources.

The approach of “Rachmana liba ba’i”
— “the Merciful One desires the heart” is
indeed essential as a starting point, but

it is by no means sufficient whatsoever.

It is possible that you may suspect that my
intention in all of the above is to influence
a Jew to become fully observant of Torah
and mitzvos, and moreover, in accordance

with the demands of Chassidic teachings.

I readily acknowledge that in this, too, our
Sages were correct when they said that a
person is suspected only when there is at

least some basis for the suspicion.

However, the fact that this intention exists
in some measure does not in any way
diminish the benefit—or, in my view, the
necessity—that Chassidic teachings, pre-
sented in secondary form, be conveyed in
a way that is closer in proximity to their
truth and inner essence.

You may also find it surprising that I
hope a letter could influence an ish hogeh
deiyos — an ideologically grounded indi-
vidual — one who certainly has a well-de-
fined approach to life rooted deeply within
the very fibers of his soul—to such an
extent that upon receiving this letter he
would change, to some degree, not only

his outlook but also his conduct.
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The explanation for this is that I am not
introducing a new idea of my own, but
rather proposing an ancient idea — one
which, nevertheless, is renewed each
and every day and creates worlds anew
— namely, the matter of our Torah and

its mitzvos.

One who believes in the human being and
in the infinite powers of the soul, since
the soul of a Jewish person is — in the
language of the Alter Rebbe, author of
the Tanya: chelek elokah mima’al mamash
— “an actual part of G-d above,” which
is infinite, also believes that in a single
moment and in a single instant, every
individual can reach profound heights,
regardless of his situation or standing
in the moment immediately prior.

The catalyst for this can be even a
small thing, a tiny spark, since it merely
serves to open the infinite treasures that
already exist within the soul of the lis-

tener or reader.
With esteem and blessing,

Surely you have on hand the indexes to
Chabad books that I compiled at various
times, which relate to the first point men-
tioned above. I have found them to be of
great benefit—not only for others, but

also for myself.

Hachana for Yud Alef Nissan 5786
with Rabbi Shais Taub
SoulWords.org
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Watch live:
youtube.com/@SoulWords/live

French by Rabbi Yahir Elbaze:
youtube.com/ @jinspirationjuive
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