Day 19, Wednesday, 29 Adar

A Bochur Does Not
Decide for Himself
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Baruch Hashem
1 Adar, 5716
Brooklyn.

Shalom w’vrachah!

In response to your letter from the 25th
of Shevat, in which you write that you are
studying in a branch of Yeshivas Tomchei
Temimim in ..., and you are considering
continuing your studies in Tomchei Temim-
im in Lod, and you ask whether you should

act according to your desire or not:

Understandably, this wording is new to
me, for I have never heard of a yeshivah
student in general — and certainly not a
student of Tomchei Temimim in particular
— asking whether to act according to his
own desire. The very concept of a yeshivah
student is to ascend in yiras Shamayim, in
the study of Torah — both in nigleh and
in nistar — and in enhanced fulfillment
of mitzvos, and not in pursuing personal

desires. It seems that giving room to the
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above approach is itself the explanation for
your second question — that machshavos
zaros confuse and distract you from your

learning, etc.

The proper counsel for both matters to-
gether, and their solution, is to accept
upon yourself the ol malchus Shamayim,
the ol Torah, and the ol mitzvos — as our
Sages specifically used the term ol (yoke)
with regard to all of these.

You should heed the instruction of
your rosh mesivtah, your rosh yeshivah, and
your mashpia in Chassidus — that is, present
before them all the considerations you
have; but afterward, you should do as
they instruct you. It is well known that
it is specifically by placing na’aseh before
nishma that one receives the Torah (even
though Torah is, seemingly, an intellectu-
al matter), and all the more so that this
is the beginning of avodah and its very

foundation.

Particularly regarding what you write con-
cerning machshavos zaros: you should divert
your attention from them by means of
other thoughts — that is, not by waging a
battle or engaging in inner debate with the
unwanted thought, but by firmly directing
your power of thought toward a positive
thought in matters of yiras Shamayim and
in Torah and mitzvos. And if this proves
especially difficult, connect your thought

to the written letters — that is, study a
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printed text — for through this it will

be easier to expel the improper thought.

Surely you observe the three shiurim that
are universally applicable, instituted by
my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe, of
blessed and saintly memory — in Chumash,
Tehillim, and Tanya — and you know by
heart certain chapters of Tanya and certain

chapters of Mishnayos, and review them.

With blessing,
On behalf of the Rebbe, shlita,

Secretary

Hachana for Yud Alef Nissan 5786
with Rabbi Shais Taub
SoulWords.org
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Watch live:
youtube.com/@SoulWords/live

French by Rabbi Yahir Elbaze:
youtube.com/@jinspirationjuive
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