Day 2, Sunday, 12 Adar

Learn from the Opposition
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Baruch Hashem own NIwn-an ' ,in’a
sth of Cheshvan, 5716 [1955]

Brooklyn. JPp2
Greetings and blessings! 112721 0ivY

In response to your letter of the 25th  >Wn 7”>n andn %y miyma

of Tishrei (and also in response to your  fRY Ty *N°1y XYW n 2y 011)

previous letter from the 20th of Elul to  mTnY AR (7178 ’>n japona

which my response was delayed): N2°02 XT XVON *X2°72 RY'PN
Although — on the one hand - “joy 228 ,oniTiX 2anid>w nivysn

is lodged within my heart on one side” (¥ ,ani> in¥y 12n2n2 19°0X1)

— because of the activities you describe ~ n%i>’1% 9931 %72 77ya oI

nevertheless — as you yourself note —  07iy2 7nY DI NPIYORT

they are in no way commensurate with  .131207 71120 UTipd YIX2 70721

the immense capacities and opportunities

that exist today in the world, and partic-

ularly in the Holy Land, may it be rebuilt

and established.

Printed in Likkutei Sichos, vol. 20, p. 615. '3 p?m ninw "vip?a 1oaTl
615 TIny
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If we were truly meritorious, we would
learn this lesson from the side of holiness.
But in the present situation, we are forced
to learn it from what takes place on the
opposite side — among individuals and
leftist movements — whose success stems
precisely from employing the very quali-
ties and methods that Chassidus demands
of us in the avodah of kedusha: vitality and
enthusiasm; action without over-analysis;
obedience to the directives of those above
them (and only afterward reflection on
their rationale); unity in a singular pur-
pose to accomplish shared goals; and a
willingness to forgo personal gain and
interests — even perceived spiritual ones

— for the sake of the collective good.

If they have managed to achieve such
success in their endeavors — even though
their energy is borrowed and will ultimate-
ly return to its true Source, the Source
of all life and vitality — then how much
more so should this be the case in our
own work, especially within the machaneh
haChassidim, the camp of Chassidim. For
our Nesi’im — “as they stood and served
then, so do they continue to stand and
serve now~ — on high, continuing to draw
down abundant blessing and success to all
the institutions, activities, and individuals
engaged in this work.

Yet, to our pain and sorrow, the bless-
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ings and successes are only partially and
sporadically utilized, and only to a frac-
tion of their potential — not, Heaven
forbid, because of any substantial reasons
at least not according to ordinary human
understanding, but because many are ab-
sorbed in trivialities, [like Esav] forgoing
the birthright for a “bowl of lentils,” or
due to divisiveness and contention, acting
by the destructive motto, “Neither mine
nor yours shall it be.” Meanwhile, days
come, and days go, and time passes unused.
The veracity of the above is evident by
virtue of the fact that wherever even a
“little finger’s worth” of effort (to borrow
the expression of Koheles Rabbah) has been
extended, the unforeseen success has prov-
en extraordinary — beyond all expectation
— to the point that in many instances, the
verse has been fulfilled, “When Hashem
favors a man’s ways, even his enemies

make peace with him.”

Of course, my words here are not directed
at you personally, but rather toward the
general community of Anash. Nor are they
meant as rebuke or criticism over the past,
but as an expression of hope — that per-
haps my words will help awaken greater
dedication to the task that is called for.
Then they will indeed “go forth and
increase,” gathering tens, hundreds, thou-
sands, and tens of thousands of Jews to

the teachings of Chassidus, its guidance,
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with Rabbi Shais Taub
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and its customs, until “the small one shall

become a thousand.”

Surely by now you have received the let-
ter from the Secretariat concerning the
branch of N’shei uBnos Chabad in Bnei Brak.

It is surprising that you make no mention
of the “Arbah Minim activities” — by which
I mean the custom practiced here, and, I
believe, also carried out by Tzeirei Agudas
Chabad in the Holy Land last year: inviting
passersby in the street, and the like, to
recite the blessing over the Arba Minim.

This year, the activities were expanded
here, primarily with visits to hospitals and
similar institutions, and they met with
great success. Perhaps you will take the
opportunity to do likewise on the next

occasion.
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Branch... in Bnei Brak: see above, vol.

11, letters 3,482 and 3,605.
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