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Day 30, Sunday, 11 Nissan

Use Your Influence
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Baruch Hashem
11 Nissan, 5716
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Shalom rav w’vrachah!

Your letter confirming receipt of the chid-
dushei ha”Tzemach Tzedek” on MasechesBava
Metzia was a pleasant surprise. I read with
particular satisfaction what you wrote
about the study classes in this masechta.
Great is the power of our Torah, Toras
chayim, “which leads to action.” Surely
the teaching “mitzvah goreres mitzvah” will
likewise be fulfilled. And since maalin ba-
kodesh, my hope is that you will continue
to increase in this matter, both in quantity

and in quality.
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Part of this letter was printed in Yagdil Torah (Yerusha-
layim), issue 7, p. 17, and it was reproduced in another
letter in Likkutei Sichos, vol. 23, p. 336.

The letter is addressed to Yitzchak Ben-Zvi, and the reason
for the omission of the honorific title “Nasi” (“President”)
is noted in the end of the letter.

Shiurei HaLimudim: See also above, Letter 3919
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30 Letters — 30 Days

Day 30, Use Your Influence

Some are puzzled by the statement of
Chazal, “Rebbi mechabed ashirim” — “Reb-
bi [Yehudah Hanasi] would honor the
wealthy.”

To me, this is clear and understandable
in light of one of the fundamental prin-
ciples of the Baal Shem Tov: that every
matter in the world—even the smallest
of the small—is under hashgachah pratis,
and all the more so matters that are of

broad communal significance.

The wealthy—those to whom particular
Divine Providence has granted the means
to accomplish much good in Hashem’s
world—surely possess soul-capacities
commensurate with fulfilling this role,
a role many times greater than that of
the average person, and all the more so
than that of the poor.

Rabbeinu HaKadosh, whose era was
a transitional period in the life of our
people—from relatively tranquil times to
an age of decrees and persecutions—was
charged with mobilizing every force so
that the Jewish people would withstand
this trial and emerge whole and fortified.
It was therefore his task to consider each
individual and strive to utilize every poten-
tial within him. Accordingly, he expressed
honor toward those who had been granted
greater opportunity from Above—oppor-
tunity that was surely utilized to defend

all that is holy to the Jewish people, in
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keeping with the entirety of Rabbeinu

HaKadosh’s endeavors.

At the same time, in accordance with the
general order of the world—where each
Jewish person is granted free choice, and
“Hashem Elokim tests him to know whether

he loves Hashem... and keeps His mitzvos

and listens to His voice”—this choice ap-

plies equally to each of the wealthy. As
it is said: “See, I have placed before you

today life and good...” to fulfill through

one’s choice, as the passuk concludes,

“u’vacharta bachayim,”

the opposite.

It is obvious that if this is so regarding
those wealthy in gold and silver, how
much more so regarding those wealthy
in influence over their near and distant

surroundings.

It is likewise understood that since there

is a “a Master of the palace—this world,”

and nothing within it exists in vain, wealth
must be utilized actively and positively. It
is entirely insufficient merely not to use
wealth in an undesirable direction. For
even the failure to utilize it disrupts the
order of creation, whose design is that
all its components actively contribute to

its unified and ultimate purpose.

I have heard a lot about you—about your

or chas v’shalom,
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character traits and personal qualities, and
about your regard for the traditional sanc-
tities of our people. In our present era, you
have been granted unique opportunities,
as above, to influence your near and dis-
tant surroundings, an influence capable of
yielding far-reaching results, particularly
in safeguarding the true character of our
nation, which became a people through
Kabbalas HaTorah.

This alone is the scarlet thread running
through all the periods of our national
existence and binding them together—
even as, during that time, many nations,
including those of the most developed
cultures and ruling supreme, have been
subject to extinction without revival.
Whereas the Jewish nation falls and ris-
es—through its bond with the Creator and
Ruler of the world, Who declares: “Ani
Havayeh lo shanisi, v’atem bnei Yaakov lo
chilisem” — 1, Havayeh, have not changed;
and you, the children of Yaakov, have not
been destroyed. (Midrash Tanchuma, Par-

shas Nitzavim).

If in earlier periods it was necessary to
mobilize all the powers of the Jewish
people to safeguard and defend the To-
rah and its mitzvos—the secret of their
endurance—then certainly so in our era:
a period of world upheaval, of crisis and
trial, among the greatest tests our peo-

ple have known. Those wealthy in ability
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and opportunity—whose responsibility is
therefore multiplied accordingly—bear
both a sacred obligation and a privilege to
utilize their full potential to protect that
which is holy to the Jewish people: our
eternal Torah and its mitzvos, particularly
in the “palace of the King,” the “Land
upon which the eyes of Hashem Elokecha
are from the beginning of the year until
the end of the year.”

Since this task has been entrusted,
all the resources necessary to fulfill it
fully have surely been granted from the
outset. Yet the Creator’s will is that it be
carried out through choice— “u’vacharta

bachayim.”

Relying on what I have heard about you,
my strong hope is that you will not take
offense at the above lines, though this is
my first letter to you, and that the words
will be received in the spirit in which they

were written.

Yehi ratzon that I merit that these words

do not remain merely words.

With respect and esteem, and with wishes

for a chag haPesach kasher v’sameach.

Perhaps the following paragraph should
have appeared at the beginning of the
letter: a request for forgiveness for opening
without prefacing titles, etc. Here too I
relied on what was conveyed to me about

your character and qualities, trusting that
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you would understand my intent.

From the day I went to cheder—and even
before that—there began to form in my
imagination a vision of the future geu-
lah: the redemption of the Jewish people
from its final galus, a redemption of such
a nature and in such a manner that the
sufferings of the galus, its decrees and
persecutions, would be understood. As
part of that radiant future and that re-
demption there will be a “Nasi who is
a king—not a tribal Nasi, but one over
whom there is none but Hashem Elokav”
(Horayos 112, end). And all will be in such
a way that with full heart and complete
understanding one will say: “On that day
I will thank You, Hashem, for You were
angry with me.”

Therefore, it is so difficult for me to
use this title of Nasi in connection with
the Jewish people at a time when they
are still in a diminutive state, “Yaakov is
small,” and when our people are “pushed
and driven, battered and tossed about,
and tormented and afflictions come upon
them.” I could have used the term out-
wardly only; however, having heard that
you are an ish emes, I did not wish to be
untrue within myself—and with this, I

ask your forgiveness.

Hachana for Yud Alef Nissan 5786
with Rabbi Shais Taub
SoulWords.org
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Watch live:
youtube.com/@SoulWords/live

French by Rabbi Yahir Elbaze:
youtube.com/ @jinspirationjuive
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