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Duty Begins at Home

Baruch Hashem

29 MarCheshvan 5716 [1955]

Brooklyn.

Shalom u’vracha!

On this occasion, I wish to call your at-

tention to something that does not appear 

from any of  your letters — there is no 

indication that you are makdish (dedicate) 

time and energy to exerting influence 

within your own home — namely, upon 

your wife and children — in ways of  pleas-

antness, warmth, and closeness.

I specifically use the term ‘yakdish’ 

— to dedicate, for this is a matter of  ke-

dushah, as it concerns the preservation 

and continuity of  a holy nation.

Veshinantam levanecha — “You shall 

teach them diligently to your children.” — 

“The verse always retains its literal mean-

ing,” as clarified in Hilchos Talmud Torah.
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And especially in light of  the well-

known sichah of  the Rebbe (the Rebbe Rash-

ab), of  blessed memory, which begins by 

stating: just as one is obligated to put on 

tefillin every day, so too is one obligated to 

dedicate part of  one’s time to influencing 

one’s wife and children, etc., etc.

It is self-understood that one cannot 

discharge this responsibility merely by 

engaging in matters of  shpitz Chabad — 

refined intellectual subtleties — or abstract 

oros without keilim (lights without vessels), 

at the expense of  others, and ultimately, 

at his own expense as well.

May Hashem grant you success to 

serve as a dugma chayah — a living exam-

ple — in this regard, also for your friends 

and acquaintances.

It should be clear that one need not 

begrudge the time devoted to these ef-

forts, for — as noted above — through 

this, the time itself  becomes sanctified, 

and kedushah u’mitzvah goreros kedushah 

u’mitzvah — holiness and mitzvah draw 

forth further holiness and mitzvah.

Awaiting good news concerning all the 

above.

 
ֹ
בָָתוֹ

ֹ
אֵֵין לָָצֵֵאת יְְדֵֵי וֹח ֶ
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חֶֶשְׁ עַַל  ן  �כֵֵּ ם  �גַַּ זֶֶהוּּ  ף 
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�

קְְוּּדשָּׁ
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 לִִ�בְְּ ה  חַַ�כֶֶּ ְ הַַ�מְּ
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ם. ָ
�

שָׁ ת 
ֹ
עָָרוֹ

The well-known talk: see above, vol. 5, 

letter 1,391, and notes there.
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