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Manny Karp was the first of his family born in
the United States, in 1905. His first language
was Yiddish. Losing his mother to the Spanish
Flu shaped his resilience and commitment to
helping others, ultimately leading to a career
as a guidance counselor in Philadelphia public
schools. He also served many years as the

director of Camp Akiba in the Poconos.

Karp’s legacy is characterized by his optimism
and unwavering dedication to learning and

mentorship. Emmanuel Karp died in 1989.
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BEHAALOSCHA I | 8 9m>pa

Adapted from a sichah delivered on Yud Shvat, 5716 (1956)

Introduction

iversity is a hallmark of the Jewish community. Our Sages' taught that just as people’s
faces are different, so are their characters and approaches. Embracing this rich tapestry
gives our people strength and continuity.

This is not an accidental phenomenon. The Kabbalists teach of seven different spiritual path-
ways that reflect seven Divine emotive attributes that define our reality. These seven attributes
intertwine and subdivide, producing the vast multiplicity seen among people.

Nevertheless, difference need not lead to division. As the Prophet Zechariah’s vision of a
golden menorah demonstrates, variation can lead to a profound definition of unity. Just as the
menorah had seven distinct lamps that together created one unified light, the Jewish people con-
sist of seven spiritual types that share a common mission. Each lamp burns according to its own
nature, yet all serve the same ultimate purpose - to illuminate the world.

The challenge - and the beauty - lies in understanding how these different approaches work
in harmony, and why the method we choose to share light with others matters as much as the
goal itself.

1. Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachos 9:1.
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EVERY JEW A LAMP

Every Jew a Lamp

Seven Lamps: One Message of Light

1. The Haftarah of Parshas Behaualoscha
states,! “I saw, and behold, a menorah all of
gold” This refers to the Jewish people; collec-
tively, all Jews constitute “a menorah all of gold”

In Zechariah’s vision, the menorah had seven
lamps. Similarly, as explained in detail in Chas-
sidus, there are different spiritual paths among
the Jewish people: There are those whose path
follows the vector of chesed (“kindness”), while
the path of others follows the vector of gevurah
(“might”), etc., This pattern continues, includ-
ing seven distinct paths. These correspond to
the seven lamps of the menorah.?

Their common denominator is that they are
all lamps; they all illuminate the Beis HaMik-
dash. Moreover, the intent goes beyond merely
illuminating the Beis HaMikdash, because from
the Beis HaMikdash light would spread to the
entire world. For this reason, the Beis HaMik-
dash had windows that were narrow on the
inside and wide on the outside.’?

The design of these windows differed from
that of all other houses. Typically, windows are
made so that light should enter from the out-
side into the house. In the Beis HaMikdash, the
opposite was true; light from the Beis HaMik-
dash spread outward to the entire world.

This was the purpose of the Beis HaMikdash:
to illuminate the entire world.

1. Zechariah 4:2.

2. See Likkutei Torah, Bamidbar,
p- 29c.

3. I Melachim 6:4. See Menachos
86b, and Rashi’s commentary, s.v.,
shekufim, there; Vayikra Rabbah
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31:7; Midrash Tanchuma, Parshas
Tetzaveh, sec. 6, and Parshas Ba-
haaloscha, sec. 2.
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Who provided this light? The lamps - the
Jewish souls.

True, there are different types among Jews and
every Jew must serve G-d with his particular tal-
ents. As implied by the Mishnah’s* teaching, “I was
created only to serve my Creator,” every person
was created with the unique talents he possesses
so that he can serve G-d with those very talents.
However, all Jews share a common denominator:
they are all lamps - they all illuminate.

The difference between them lies only in the
nature of their approach. The Divine service of
some follows the path of chesed (“kindness”),
which is suited to their talents and skills. The Di-
vine service of others follows the path of gevurah
(“might”) and is expressed through stringencies
and is clothed in strict judgment,’ as best suits
their abilities. These differences, however, mere-
ly pertain to the approach they follow - whether
kindness or might. However, the goal of their Di-
vine service is the same: to illuminate.
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A Path of Light - the Means and the End

2. Now, while, the ultimate purpose of every
Jew is the same — to illuminate the world — nev-
ertheless, there is a great difference regarding
whether the path one follows is characterized
by gevurah or whether, even initially,® the path
is characterized by chesed. With the latter ap-
proach, one does not need to struggle to see
the positive intent. Instead, the purpose of this
path is immediately evident. Even in a revealed
manner, anyone can see that this is the path in
accord with “lov[ing] your fellow as yourself.””

4. Kiddushin 82b, using slightly
different wording.

. stringency and judgment.
5. The connection between gevurah, gency and judg

“might,” and these modes of conduct
is that gevurah is instrinsically relat-
ed to self-control, as Avos 4:1 states,
“Who is a mighty man (gibor)? One

who conquers his natural inclina-
tion” As such, there is a tendency for
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chesed. However, initially, that might
not be evident. The advantage of
chesed is that the positive motivation
is evident from the outset.

6. The Rebbe states “even initially”
because ultimately even a path of
gevurah is intended to spread G-dly
light, i.e., the goal of gevurah is

7. Vayikra 19:18.
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This was the path of Aharon, the Kohen
HaGadol, who lit the menorah. Aharon was
oheiv es habrios umkarvan laTorah, “one who
loves [all] created beings and brings them close
to the Torah”® As the Alter Rebbe® explains,
the wording of the Mishnah is precise. Aharon
showed love even to brios (“created beings”),
i.e., people who possessed no positive qualities
whatsoever, only deficiencies. Their sole virtue
was that they were brios, i.e., that G-d created
them. Aharon drew down love even to them.

It is significant that this love was not only his
goal but also the means he chose to achieve that
goal. In other words, even in a revealed man-
ner, his path was loving all created beings and,
through this, he brought them close to the To-
rah, making them Torah-observant Jews.

This was also the approach of the Rebbeim,
the leaders of the Chabad movement, including
my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe Rayatz."
Their work was to light the lamps of Jewish souls.

Within every Jew exists “the candle of G-d,
the soul of man”!" However, there are some
who wait until another person lights this can-
dle within them. This is the mission and task of
Jewish leaders - to kindle “the candle of G-d,
the soul of man” that exists within every Jew.
As mentioned, there are seven different types of
Jewish souls, seven types of “candles” to be lit.

The approach taken by the Chabad Rebbeim
in general, and by my revered father-in-law, the
Rebbe Rayatz, in particular, was that their love
was expressed openly. Not only was their goal to
bring light, even the path to achieving that goal
was conducted in a luminous manner. By draw-
ing people close through pleasant ways, they

8. Avos 1:12. See the commentaries
on that Mishnah.

9. Tanya, ch. 32.

10. This sichah was delivered on Yud
Shvat, the anniversary of the Rebbe
Rayatz’s passing and the Rebbe

EVERY JEW A LAMP
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mentioned that fact here.

11. Mishlei 20:27.
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kindled “the candle of G-d, the soul of man” in all
types of Jews.
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BEHAALOSCHA II | 270752

Adapted from a sichah delivered on Shavuos, 5717 (1957)

Introduction
he Rebbe Rashab' once commented, “A chassid is a lamplighter”

This simple statement conveys a fundamental insight about inspiring others. When a
street lamp is erected, all those seeking light naturally gather around it, for light attracts.?
The way to draw another person close to Torah is to follow that paradigm.

In this sichah, the Rebbe describes the exemplar of this approach, Aharon HaKohen. As the
Mishnah teaches,’ “[He] loved peace and pursued peace, loved [all] created beings and brought
them close to Torah?”

That Mishnah not only describes Aharon’s mission, it counsels, “Be among the students of
Aharon,” inviting us to make his mission our own. Particularly at present, it is necessary to fol-
low his example. Now is not a time to stand by passively, waiting for others to seek our guidance.
The call of the hour is to take the initiative and reach out to our fellow Jews, share the radiance
of Torah with them, and invite them into its warmth.

1. Sefer HaSichos 5701 [1941], p. no. 4703, Heb. Vol. 13, p. 210.

136fF. 3. Avos 1:12.

2. Hayom Yom, Entry 13 Teves; Igros
Kodesh of the Rebbe Rayatz, letter
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Lighting the Lamps -
A Mission for Each of Us

Taking the Initiative

1. We have been given the charge: Yafutzu
maayanosecha chutzah, “Let your wellsprings
spread outward.”" This charge implies that we
should not wait until those who are “on the pe-
ripheries” come to the wellsprings. Instead, we
ourselves must go even to the furthest peripher-
ies and spread the wellsprings there.

This approach began with Aharon HaKohen,
who was oheiv shalom v’rodeif shalom, oheiv es
habrios umkarvan laTorah, “[he] loved peace
and pursued peace, loved [all] created beings
and brought them close to the Torah.”> Aharon
did not wait for people to come to him. Instead,
he took the initiative and went out to them.

He went even to those who are termed brios
- meaning those who possessed no other virtue
except that they are “created beings,” that is,
G-d’s creations. Aharon went out even to them
and brought them close to Torah.?

However, it is important to note the preci-
sion of the wording umkarvan laTorah, “[he]
brought them close to Torah.” He did not bring
the Torah closer to them. Although Aharon
went out to people on such a low level as brios,
he did not adjust the Torah to their spiritual
standing. He made no compromises, nor did
he allow for leniencies in the Torah. He did

1. The renowned letter of the Baal 2. Avos 1:12.
Shem Tov printed at the conclusion
of the text Ben Poras Yosef, and in

loc. cit.
other sources.
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3. See the commentaries on Avos,
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not bring Torah close to the spirit of the cre-
ated beings. Instead, he brought the created
beings close to the Torah - the Torah in its
perfection.

LIGHTING THE LAMPS - A MISSION FOR EACH OF US
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A Self-Sustaining Flame

2. The core element of Aharon’s service is
alluded to in the first verse of this week’s To-
rah portion,* “When you kindle the lamps....”
The lamps represent Jewish souls, as it is writ-
ten,” “The candle of G-d is the soul of man.
In general, as explained in Likkutei Torah,®
there are seven types of Jewish souls, corre-
sponding to the seven lamps of the menorah.
Aharon’s service was to kindle and elevate all
these lamps.

There is Divine light within every Jew.
However, it may be concealed. Aharon’s task
was to kindle this light and reveal it, causing it
to emerge from concealment.

More specifically, Aharon’s service was to
persevere in this mission, to reveal the soul
within every Jew “until the flame rises by it-
self)”’ i.e., until that inner spark ascends on its
own. As long as “the candle of G-d” within a
created being still requires assistance so that
its light be kindled by another, the ultimate
goal has not yet been achieved. Aharon’s ser-
vice — and also that of “the students of Aharon,”
who perpetuate his approach — must be to kin-
dle the lamp until the flame rises by itself, to
enable the Divine service of those Jews to be
self-sustaining. At that point, the lamp will no
longer need to be lit by others because it burns
and shines brightly on its own.

4. Bamidbar 8:2.

5. Mishlei 20:27. The Hebrew word
ner can be translated as both “lamp”
and “candle”

p- 8:2.
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6. Likkutei Torah, Bamidbar, p. 29c.
7. Shabbos 21b; Rashi, Bamidbar,
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Three Laws - Three Lessons

3. There are three laws pertaining to kindling
the menorah in the Beis HaMikdash® which, when
seen as a unit, provide us with a comprehensive les-
son in our Divine service:

a) The kindling of the menorah is acceptable
even when performed by a non-kohen.

b) The preparation of the lamps must be done
only by a kohen.

c) After being kindled, the location of the me-
norah must be specifically in the Sanctuary of the
Beis HaMikdash.

Similarly, these same three conditions apply
also when kindling the menorah in a spiritual
sense, i.e., illuminating Jewish souls:

a) A non-kohen may kindle the menorah - the
task of influencing another person and spreading
the wellsprings outward is not reserved exclu-
sively for unique individuals. This mission is not
restricted only for a spiritual elite but is the privi-
lege and obligation of every Jew. The charge of the
Mishnah,' “Be among the students of Aharon,” is
directed to every Jew. Each individual Jew must
follow the path of Aharon hakohen in bringing the

created beings close to Torah.

b) Although all Jews may kindle the menorah,
nevertheless, only a kohen may prepare its lamps.
One might ask: Since the main goal is to influence
another person, do the means and approach used
to influence him matter? For example, a person
may explain a Torah concept to another according
to his own understanding, adapted to suit his lev-
el of comprehension. Or he may choose a path in
mitzvos that suits both of them; in other words, he
may present the Torah and its mitzvos in a manner
that he is comfortable transmitting and which he

8. See Yoma 24b; Rambam, Hilchos
Bias HaMikdash 9:5, 7.

NP2 PR I 0T JIPRIN PR LA
SOOPT PTT RIND YT W
R U3 TIN, T2 1w AR (X
(2,731 > JTRIN IZ W PR 0
173 *7 JUPINE OXT, D137 NA0T
LIX WT (G, K CIND RO T
PR T WITNIYAR YT PO
PR .WTPOA D72 71 9277 PR Kp1T
JIPRIR PR IR IR PUTIROYIND
PR LTI YRTRTIMT 0T
VIO, MW YWITR T J0I79Ka

.OPRIN ™77 YIRT 77 JRIND

A2y °7 .12 7w PRI (R
PR UM X PN PYVID D
PR 7310 MPYnH 7 JUIBWIRD
P MY IRD ATV PP 01
211 PR NI3T IYT PR OKT .A9NI0
VART MWN T M LJTR TV D
PD 1T VOYRT 1T NTTR 7TV %
WIY MR PD DTHYN 0T
OYT PX 173 9IRT TR WS
717 2991 13,1797 R 11D Aym
108 N2

*7 0PI ,"AVA” T WAR (2
719 X IR IR0 P OXT, M

X TORN YD INT YR

X PIX POYID X PR PV T
J1NT OY LI YRYN PR PN
QYN PR PIV 199N 0 IR ORN
95201 O°K PYN PR 27PN OR
PR LMY OMN PR P OR T
VORBYNE X DX 71377 WIVITR
X 127900 PyM PR ;M0 7018
VORBYNE PR OXN,INZN PR 717
DR T DR B PR TP X



13 PARSHAS BEHA'ALOSCHA Il |

thinks will be effective in influencing the other
person.

The point of the second law is that this drive
toward outreach must be regulated: Preparing
the lamps - putting in the oil and wick, the ma-
terials through which the lamp is kindled - can
only be done by a kohen. Not everyone can or
is suited to select and prepare the means with
which to kindle the light within other Jews.
Only a kohen can do this.

Why a kohen? A kohen has no personal
portion or inheritance in Eretz Yisrael. In oth-
er words, he has no permanent attachment to
the land, to earthliness. Instead, “G-d is his in-
heritance” As Rambam writes,'® a kohen is
characterized by the willingness to have “his
spirit generously motivate him... to set himself
apart and stand before G-d to serve Him,” to be
separated from worldly matters and devote his
entire being to clinging to G-d and serving Him.
Specifically, it is such a person who can prepare
the means to illuminate the soul’s light. After the
kohen prepares the oil and wick, the obligation
falls upon each individual to kindle the lamps -
to spread these wellsprings outward as well.

¢) The third law - that after being kindled,
the location of the menorah must specifically be
in the Sanctuary - points to the objective of our
outreach efforts. Our Sages teach," “There are
ten levels of sacred [places],” the Holy of Holies,
the Sanctuary, etc. Even the levels that are lower
than the Sanctuary are holy. Nevertheless, if af-
ter being kindled, the menorah was positioned
in one of the places whose holiness is lesser than
that of the Sanctuary, the obligation was not
fulfilled. Every object had its designated place
where it was meant to fulfill its purpose, and the

9. Devarim 18:2. 11. Keilim 1:6.

10. Rambam, Hilchos Shemitah
V’Yovel 13:12-13.

LIGHTING THE LAMPS - A MISSION FOR EACH OF US
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purpose of the menorah was to shed light spe-
cifically in the Sanctuary.
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No Half-Measures

4. The latter point provides us with a lesson
for our Divine service: A person should not
say, “True, I must kindle the lamp within me
and the lamp within another person, but who
says I must do this with such a high standard
of holiness? There are so many Jews from
whom not so much is demanded - why is this
demanded of me?”

In response to this comes the instruction:
Everyone has his role, his mission. The fact
that you have been given the ability and possi-
bility to generate light in a place that possesses
a greater measure of holiness is proof that this
is the mission that the Creator has assigned to
you. If you don’t fulfill it, you have not carried
out your responsibility because you have not
fulfilled the will of the Creator.

As is known, will operates as an indivisi-
ble whole; it is not subject to division. This is
the difference between the concept of intellect
and the concept of will:'> When it comes to
intellect and understanding, it is possible to
comprehend even a little - a portion of the
idea conveyed. However, will is different. If
one does not fulfill a desire with all its details,
it is not appropriate to say that he has at least
fulfilled half the desire; he has not fulfilled
it at all.”” On the contrary, he has done the
opposite.

12. See Likkutei Dibburim, p. 1540.

13. To provide some background

to the distinction between intellect
and will mentioned in the main text:
When someone desires to achieve a
particular objective - for example,
to master 100 pages of the Talmud

- he will not be satisfied until that

objective is fulfilled in its entirety.
Mastering 90 pages will not sate that
desire at all. On the surface, from
the standpoint of wisdom, although
mastering 90 pages is not quite

the same as mastering 100, it is of
value; the person will have gained
much knowledge. Thus, from the
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standpoint of wisdom, 90 pages are
indeed significant. Moreover, certain
of those 100 pages contain more in-
formation than others. Nevertheless,
from the standpoint of will, none of
that matters. Unless the person has
mastered the full 100 pages that he
had set as his goal, he will not be sat-
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There are differences between people; each person
has his own responsibility and one person’s respon-
sibility is not necessarily that of another. Similarly,
there are distinctions between one generation and
another. In previous generations, there were many
G-d-fearing and spiritually wholesome individu-
als who did not study the inner dimension of Torah
(pnimiyus haTorah)."* Nevertheless, in recent gen-
erations, pnimiyus haTorah has been revealed. This
very revelation is proof that studying pnimiyus ha-
Torah is one of the missions of our generation, that
this is one of the tasks G-d desires from Jews today.
And since this is G-d’s will, it cannot be otherwise. As
mentioned, will is not subject to division.

To derive a lesson from the kindling of the meno-
rah: Ours is a mission of light. Accordingly, we must
be occupied with pnimiyus haTorah.

As discussed in Chassidus” and Kabbalah," a
flame contains two elements: a w’hora uchma, a dark
flame, the portion of its light that is close to the wick,
and a n’hora chivra, a bright flame. The same applies
to Torah, which is compared to fire. To cause the souls
of the Jews to be luminous, both elements of the To-
rah’s light are essential. The non-luminous portion of
the flame - that is, the galya d’Torah, the revealed,
primarily legalistic, dimension of Torah, where its
G-dliness is not so readily apparent - is not sufficient
alone. The bright flame, pnimiyus haTorah, is also
necessary. Indeed, the study of pnimiyus haTorah will
give a person the strength and power to overcome all
obstacles. It will also generate vitality in the study of

isfied at all because he will not have
accomplished his objective. In other
words, the details of what the person
desires and the distinctions of the
particular aspects of the object of his
desire are not significant. What is
significant is the object or goal of the
desire as a whole.

Taking that concept a little bit
further: If a person specifies certain
details regarding the manner in

which he desires that a certain ac-
tion be performed, even if the action
is performed but not according to
those details, it cannot be said that
his will was done. Indeed, the act
goes against his will; it was not what
he desired.

This point is also reflected in a
halachah regarding marriage: If
aman tells an agent, “Consecrate
so-and-so to me in this-and-this

LIGHTING THE LAMPS - A MISSION FOR EACH OF US
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place, and the agent consecrates her
elsewhere, the consecration is not
effective (Rambam, Hilchos Ishus
7:21).

14. The mystical dimension of the
Torah as revealed in the teachings of
Kabbalah and Chassidus.

15. Torah Or, p. 33b ff; Likkutei
Torah, Bamidbar, p. 36D, et al.

16. Zohar, Vol 1, p. 51a-b, et al.
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the revealed dimension of the Torah and in
the fulfillment of its mitzvos.

ovP PX PR 70 19 128 IR PR
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So that the Flame Burns with Holiness

5. There is a lesson from the placement of
the menorah in the Sanctuary that specifically
relates to women: One of the fundamental el-
ements in the conduct of Jewish women that
influences their sons and daughters is the con-
cept of tznius (modesty), as epitomized by the
verse,'” “All the glory of the king’s daughter is
within” In that vein, the Gemara'® highlights
the extraordinary tznius of Kimchis (a mother
of Kohanim Gedolim during the era of the Sec-
ond Beis HaMikdash), stating that the walls of
her house never saw her hair. Because of this,
she merited bearing seven sons who served as
Kohanim Gedolim.

One should not think: “Do I really need to
conduct myself with such a great measure of
tznius so that my children will be on par with
Kohanim Gedolim? What difference does it
make to me if my children will be on par with
ordinary kohanim? All Jews are holy!”

The kindling of the menorah rebuts this
argument, teaching us that the menorah must
shed light specifically in the Sanctuary. As
discussed earlier,"” if there is a possibility to
spread light in a place that is holier - or re-
garding the matter at hand, if a woman has the
possibility to raise her children so they will be
on the level of Kohanim Gedolim - this itself is
proof that this is her mission. If she does not
carry out this mission, she has not done her
part at all; she has not fulfilled G-d’s will.

17. Tehillim 45:14. 19. Section 4.

18. Yoma 47a, using slightly differ-
ent wording.
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LIGHTING THE LAMPS - A MISSION FOR EACH OF US

Channeling Aharon's Power

6. The above explanations will help us un-
derstand the verse, “Speak to Aharon... when
you kindle the lamps...” - i.e., Aharon should
kindle the lamps of the menorah. At first
glance, this is not clear: A non-kohen may
also kindle the lamps, and even an ordinary
kohen, not necessarily a Kohen Gadol, may
prepare the lamps. Why, then, was Aharon
commanded to perform these tasks? From
this, it is understood that this mission was to
be performed specifically by Aharon, the Ko-
hen Gadol.

However, as mentioned earlier, the point
is that it is the obligation of each individual
to influence another person - to kindle the
Divine light, the soul within him. Why then
is Aharon singled out? Because the manner
by which the other person is influenced, how
his soul kindled, must involve the holiness of
a Kohen Gadol. We may not satisfy ourselves
by affecting him through a lower level of ho-
liness. Instead, we must do it specifically with
the holiness of a Kohen Gadol.

What does the holiness of the Kohen Gadol
involve? The Kohen Gadol was unique in that
once a year he entered into the Holy of Holies.
In that special place, there was nothing except
the Ark which contained the Tablets of the Ten
Commandments. That distinguished a Kohen
Gadol; he had nothing else besides the Torah.

More specifically: On the Tablets in the
Holy of Holies, the letters of the Torah were
engraved. In contrast to letters written in a
Torah scroll, which are an addition to the
parchment, the engraved letters were carved
out of the Tablets themselves; they were part
of their very essence. This defined the Kohen
Gadol’s relationship with the Torah; it perme-
ated his entire being, who he was.
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Every Jew has a spark of Aharon, the Kohen
Gadol, within his soul.*® “Speak to Aharon... when
you kindle the lamps...” means that the privi-
lege and obligation of every Jew is to kindle and
illuminate the candle of G-d within himself and
within another person with the power of Aharon
the Kohen Gadol and in a manner that reflects the
approach of the Kohen Gadol - to the extent that
his entire being becomes solely the Torah - that
it becomes his identity. This obligation applies to
each individual Jew since, as mentioned earlier,?!
even a non-kohen may kindle the menorah’s lamps.

This message applies especially to Jewish
women because the education of their sons and
daughters depends on them. They must be con-
scious that their conduct can be, and must be, on
such a level and to such an extent that they could
raise their children to be on par with Kohanim
Gedolim.

Our Sages® instruct us to “make a Kohen Gadol
great,” to provide him with wealth and prominence.
Parents who conduct themselves in this manner
will cause all the obstacles and impediments in
the lives of their sons and daughters to be nulli-
fied; they will be blessed with children, life, and
ample sustenance in the most literal sense.

20. The Rebbe’s Igros Kodesh, Vol.
22, Letter no. 8453, p. the footnote
on 160.

21. See sec. 3.
22. Yoma 18a.
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