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Dedicated to

Emmanuel (Mendel)
Karp

1905 - 1989

son of Bernard (Berl) and Rose (Rezele)
e

Manny Karp was born in the United States,
in 1905. His first language was Yiddish.
Losing his mother to the Spanish Flu shaped
his resilience and commitment to helping
others, ultimately leading to a career as a
guidance counselor in Philadelphia public
schools. He also served many years as the

director of Camp Akiba in the Poconos.

Karp’s legacy is characterized by his optimism
and unwavering dedication to learning and

mentorship. Emmanuel Karp died in 1989.
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Adapted from a sichah delivered on the second day of Rosh HaShanah, 5716 (1955)

Introduction

hen children cry out to their father, the cry itself - raw, immediate, heartfelt - moves
the parent to respond. There is no logic involved; regardless of whether the children
“deserve” what they’re asking for, their very act of calling out compels action.

On Rosh HaShanah, the power of the sounding of the shofar lies not in the sophistication of
our intentions, but in the essential cry itself — a cry that emerges from every Jewish soul, whether
consciously articulated or not.

When G-d hears this cry — and He certainly will hear, as reflected by the wording of the bless-
ing our Sages ordained - He grants a good and sweet year, with manifold blessing in all matters.
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ROSH HASHANAH ENCAPSULATED

Rosh HaShanah Encapsulated

The Outcry G-d Will Heed

1. Regarding Rosh HaShanah, the Mishnah'
states that the mitzvah of the day is the sound-
ing of the shofar.

There is an analogy from our Master, the Baal
Shem Tov” - that the sounding of the shofar is like
a child who cries out, “Father, Father, save me!”

My revered father-in-law, the Rebbe Rayatz,’
related in the name of the earlier Rebbeim, that
once, on the evening before Rosh Hashanah, the
Rebbe Maharash sent someone out to tell the
people in the study hall where they were con-
gregated that primary significance of shofar lies
not so much in the words, “Father, Father, save
me!” but the outcry itself.

In other words, there are two elements in-
volved: a) the outcry itself, and b) the content
invested into the outcry. The main thing is not
the content of the cry, but rather the outcry itself.*

Regarding the content invested in the outcry,
not everyone is equal; each person’s intent is dif-
ferent. By contrast, the outcry itself is relevant
for every Jew. Every Jew cries out, whether with
an inner voice that is heard or with an inner
voice that is not heard, but within the intimate
depths of his soul,’ he is indeed crying out.

This defines the concept of the shofar blasts
and when sounded in this manner, they are ac-
cepted Above.

1. Rosh HaShanah 26b.

2. The analogy is quoted in the
series of maamarim entitled
Vechachah, 5737, sec. 70.

sim, Vol. 2, p. 642.

3. Sefer HaSichos 5704, p. 4ff.

4. See Sefer HaMaamarim Kuntrei-
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5. See Zohar, Vol. I, pp. 50b, 210a;
Sefer HaMaamarim 5700, pp. 7-8,
etal.
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There is an analogy from the holy Rabbi Levi
Yitzchak of Berditchev: A child wanted an ap-
ple, but his father didn’t want to give it to him.
The child quickly made a blessing over the apple.
Therefore, the father was compelled to give him
the apple to prevent the blessing from having
been made in vain.

That analogy applies when the father does not
want to give the apple. How much more is it ap-
propriate when the father wants to give it to him
and is withholding it merely to test the child’s
cleverness!

From Above, i.e., from G-d’s perspective, He
certainly wants to give, to borrow an expression
from our Sages, “More than the calf wants to
nurse, the cow wishes to give [milk].” Similarly, it
is said about G-d,” “You desire the work of Your

hands,’ i.e., G-d desires that we serve Him.

When Jews recite the blessing, “...Who hears
the shofar blasts of His people Israel”® and con-
clude “with mercy,” G-d will certainly accept
their shofar blasts. A blessing may not be recited
in vain; indeed, according to Torah Law, if there
is any question whether a blessing should not
be recited, it is omitted.” Thus, if the Men of the
Great Assembly' ordained that one must make
this blessing, they thereby ruled that it is certain
that G-d will accept the shofar blasts of His peo-
ple Israel - which in a deeper sense means the
outcry of the Jews, which is the inner content of
the shofar blasts — with mercy.

Since G-d accepts the outcry of His people
Israel with mercy, blessings will be drawn
down to all Jews - to each and every one, in all
the matters that they need, whether spiritual

6. Pesachim 112a.
7. Iyov 14:15.

8. The conclusion of the Shofros
blessing in the Mussaf prayer of Rosh
HaShanah.

Iggeres HaTeshuvah, ch. 11.

9. The Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan
Aruch, sec. 184:1. See also the
application of this concept in a spir-
itual context, as explained in Tanya,
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10. The halachic authorities who
ordained the different prayer
services at the beginning of the era
of the Second Beis HaMikdash. See
Rambam, Hilchos Tefilah 1:4.
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or material, and in children, life, and
sustenance. Since G-d gives it from His
full, open, holy, and expansive hand,"
the children, life, and sustenance to
be drawn down will be abundant. All
of this is included in the wishes for “a
good and sweet year” and will descend
into this physical realm'* in good that is
visible and revealed.

ROSH HASHANAH ENCAPSULATED
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Rosh HaShanah on One Foot

2. My revered father-in-law, the
Rebbe Rayatz, greatly valued concise
summaries.

The summary and essential point
of all the 48 hours of Rosh HaShanah
is twofold, a point below and a point
above. The point below: a Jew subju-
gates himself to G-d, accepting the yoke
of Heaven, as an expression of G-d’s
sovereignty. The point above: G-d, as it
were, subjugates Himself to the Jews and
says,'* “I will give your rains at the time
[they are desired...],” with all the bless-
ings stated in that Torah portion.
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11. Cf. the third blessing in the
Grace after Meals.

12. In the original, the Rebbe uses
the expression “below ten hand-
breadths,” which recalls our Sages’
statement (Sukkah 5a), “The Divine

Presence never descended lower
than ten handbreadths”” The literal
meaning of that statement is that,

in the Beis HaMikdash, the Divine
Presence rested above the Ark of the
Covenant, ten handbreadths above

the ground. In the present context,
the intent is that G-d’s blessings
will be manifest in tangible physical
existence.

13. Vayikra 26:4.
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